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Virginia s Marginal Population 
A State Problem and a Home Mission Challenge 








By W. E. GARNETT, Rural Sociologist, Virginia Agriculture Experiment Station 


(Epvitor’s NoteE:—-What is the situation in your state as regards marginal and submarginal population? We 
suggest that you write to your State Chamber of Commerce and ask where you can obtain such information.) 


PPROXIMATELY one-half of Virginia’s rural 
A population, even in normal times, may be classed 

as marginal from the standpoint of ability, in- 
come and living standards. From one-tenth to one- 
fifth may be classed as sub-marginal or bordering on 
sub-marginal. 

The term marginal population refers to those who 
are so near the margin economically and culturally that 
they are on a bare subsistence plane of living. In gen- 
eral it would include those with a gross annual income 
of less than $600, with less than a sixth-grade edu- 
cation, poor housing and other living conditions, and 
those paying little or no taxes. The sub-marginal in- 
clude the dependent and delinquent groups, and those 
living below the decency level. 

The marginal population is estimated to have ap- 
proximately the following make-up: 


Poor mountain whites ........ ~~ 150,000 
I I a 118,000 
White hired laborers._____________- 164,000 


White marginal farm owners and 
marginal non-farm rural people__-118,000 


WE Scone dice avec ineerenae 550,000 
POI. cinninabalissmkmaitdine nial 325,000 


The more marginal the families, the larger they tend 
to be. A recent study of 314 marginal and sub-marginal 
families in one mountain community showed 42 per 
cent with a family of 6 to 9; and 19 per cent with a 
family of 10 or more. Several families had 16 chil- 
dren. About one-fourth of the mothers of these fami- 
lies married at 16 or younger, and a tenth at 15 or 
less, Seventy per cent of these 314 families had no 
reading material of any kind coming into their homes; 
38 per cent lived in three rooms or less; 14 per cent 
in two rooms or less. Forty-two per cent owned no 
cows; 24 per cent owned no chickens; and 38 per 
cent, no pigs. Seventy-eight per cent had no organi- 
zation contacts other than the church; and 42 per cent 
no church contacts for any member of the family ex- 
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cept an occasional Holy Roller meeting (and this de- 
spite the fact that the area is over-supplied with 
churches—26 in the high school patronage area, or 
one church to each 314 people). 


CHANGING CoNDITIONS MAKE THE PROBLEM More 
ACUTE 

Changing conditions make this whole situation one 
which all public agencies should be more squarely fac- 
ing. According to the best available figures only about 
one-third as many new jobs were available in Virginia 
each year from 1920 to 1930 as there were young men 
annually coming to maturity and seeking employment, 
to say nothing of some thousands of their sisters. Two- 
thirds of these young men come from the country. 


SIGNIFICANCE OF CONDITIONS 

The problem of such a large number of marginal 
people is significant to the welfare of the state in many 
directions. Extreme social stratification weakens com- 
munity life. It greatly complicates the work of com- 
munity institutions and organizations, and frequently 
lessens their effectiveness. Thus the state’s whole cul- 
tural level is lowered. Such a large percentage of 
marginal people, who do not contribute their fair pro- 
portion to the support of public agencies, lowers our 
social efficiency and to a considerable degree accounts 
for the state’s low standing in many fields. 

Under the conditions of life confronting the majority 
of the marginal group, the chances are against the best 
personality development, especially of children of 
promise. That there are many children of promise 
in the marginal group is indicated by the fact that a 
rating as to ability on an A-B-C-D scale by the teach- 
ers of 1,352 children from marginal families, and 503 
from families more fortunately placed, showed as large 
a percentage in the A and B group from the poor fami- 
lies as from the more fortunate ones. Intelligence tests 
showed substantially the same results. Yet few of the 
marginal families are reached by the programs of such 
public agencies as the agricultural and home extension 
service. The same is frequently true of the church. 
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CONSTRUCTIVE MEASURES 

The problem of such a large population of marginal 
people is one of many ramifications which involve our 
whole social structure. Corrective measures will, there- 
fore, have to take many directions. 

The churches have especially heavy responsibilities 
in this connection. ‘Their obligation is threefold. Min- 
istering to the religious needs is only one of their re- 
sponsibilities. One great need of the group is encour- 
agement and inspiration to put forth their best ef 
forts to improve their status. The churches should do 
much more than they are doing at present in giving 
this inspiration and encouragement. One of the great- 
est needs of the situation is more public consciousness 
as to the seriousness of the problem. The formation 
of social sensitiveness and a sense of -personal respon- 
sibility on the part of those more fortunately placed 
for the less fortunate within their own community 
group, as well as a willingness to support their pub- 
lic measures needful for dealing with the problem on 
a broader scale, is also a special church responsibility. 
The teachings of Christ certainly stress such responsi- 
bilities. The same is true of the Old Testament 
prophets like Amos. 
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Other constructive measures must include better 
adapted educational programs, more service to this 
group by the agricultural and home economic service. 
and improvement of their economic situation through 
various lines of effort. Undoubtedly, too, there must 
be effort to prevent the weaker family strains from 
multiplying so rapidly. 

The problem must be dealt with through state and 
national policies and through local effort. At best it 
is a problem which will take many years to solve. 
However. those interested in the question may well take 
courage from Denmark’s experience where, within less 
than a century, an ever higher percentage of more hope- 
less peasants than we have in Virginia have been 
transformed into one of the most cultured, prosperous, 
rural populations ever known. ‘The immediate ques- 
tion now is: Will Virginia respond to the challenge’? 
Will the churches do their part? 

Nore:—Any one interested in this problem will find 


a fuller discussion of it in Va. Agr. Exp. Station Mimeo. 
Rept. No. 2, and in bulletins 295 and 291, wh‘ch can 


be had from the writer. 





Fifth Baptist World Congress 


Berlin, August 4-10 


HE Berlin Baptist World Congress was not only 

strikingly successful; it established a record in 

Baptist assemblies east of the Atlantic. The at- 
tendance was the largest ever known in the Eastern 
Hemisphere. There was a widely prevalent notion that 
the German Government would limit freedom of speech 
at this Congress. Exactly the contrary was true; the 
Government kept its promise of “full freedom in pro- 
gram proceedings.’”’ The members of the Congress ex- 
ercised their right of free speech wisely, courteously, 
but vigorously. We reprint from Missions some ex- 
cerpts from speeches made at the Congress: 

There are many Baptists here who do not agree with 
the opinions expressed in the criticism of parliamentary 
government which has just been made on this platform: 
yet they have listened respectfully to their expression. 
And so the Baptists in this Congress likewise plan to 
speak freely their own convictions on certain Christian 
principles and they rejoice that complete freedom has 
been assured.—J. H. Rushbrooke, England, in reply to 
an address by a representative of the City of Berlin. 

0 

There is no Aryan and no Semitic God. Christ died 
for all men. Whatever his race, we cannot hate or 
despise any man for whom Christ died.—M. E. Aubrey. 
England. 9) 

Every attempt of a nation to build an anti-social or 
anti-racial order is doomed to be self-defeating. The 
great nations of the world are not those that have the 
biggest armies or the biggest fleets, but those that render 
the greatest service to humanity. Every nation is 
under the illusion that its enemies are across some 
geographical boundary. Its real enemies are in the 
hearts of its own citizens.——Harold C. Phillips, United 
States of America. 














This Congress deplores and condemns as a violation 
of the law of God all racial animosity and every form 
of uppression or unfair discrimination toward the Jews, 
toward colored people, or toward subject races in any 
part of the world.—From the Congress Resolution on 
Racialism. 








(0) 
We know no Chinese or German or American God; 
we believe only in the God who belongs to all peoples 
and nations and races and who was revealed in Christ.— 
Herbert Gezork, Germany. 
—_0O—_——_ 
Baptist stand for a free and unfettered church. Any 
other church is not free to carry out the saving purpose 
of God.—M. E. Aubrey, England. 





oO—— 


It is true that in Germany the press, as a whole, 
had little to say regarding the resolutions on great pub- 
lic questions, but German newspapers published many 
articles on Baptists, largely historical and descriptive. 
As late as 1908, the American press practically ignored 
the “Continental Congress,’ but this vear, the .most 
prominent German papers had much to say, with head- 
lines that could not be overlooked. ‘The silence was 
not complete, even in regard to resolutions. The mat- 
ter for surprise is that so much appeared. The radio 
was also open on two occasions, one of them for a 
nationwide broadcast, when Dr. J. H. Rushbrooke, 
Dr. G. W. Truett, Dr. .Cliften Graq, a Chinese, an 
Indian, and a South American Baptist all took part. 

The Baptists are to be congratulated upon their 
courageous and dignified handling of a difficult situa- 
tion. 
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Soldier 2,853,581 


be a day of prayer for peace, and a time when 
Christian citizens should ask themselves what 
they are doing in order to forward the cause of 
world peace. This year, with the investigation of 
the munitions and allied industries occupying our 
attention. we should face the subject with especial 
heart-searchings, and should try to formulate for our- 
selves a policy as Christians and citizens. 
We print, by special permission of the Richmond 
Times-Dispatch and the North American Newspaper 
Alliance, the story of Soldier 2,853,581. 


For sixteen years, since the horrors 
Soldier 2,853,581 has slept but little. 

By day, the deathly stutter of machine-gun fire 
crackles in his ears, and, at night, visions of No Man’s 
Land leave him wide-eyed and sleepless. 

Heroism is a citation stowed away in a cigar box 
to remind him that generals admire the courage of 
corporals. 

Pain is a devil prying at his skull, crippling his arms 
and legs. Like dozens of other heroes lying limp on 
their cots at a United States Veterans’ Hospital, he 
is seeking what relief medicine can give him. 

But a stronger medicine than comes in pill boxes wac 


Fee year, Armistice Day, November 11, should 


of St. Mihiel, 


administered on the gore-strewn fields of Western 
France. It stamped his mind with an indelible picture 
of death and suffering that has dogged h's days for 
sixteen years. 

Every day and every night since the war he has re- 
lived the five months in front-line trenehes that were 
his gift to his country. Some nights he gets four 
hours’ sleep and many nights less. Even in sleep, the 
whine of shells and the pounding thunder of barrage 
returns. 

Now that the pain in his head and limbs has sub- 
sided somewhat, he paces the dimly lighted corridors 
in the hospital at night, nervously smoking cigarette 
after cigarette. His muscles are tense and unrelaxed. 

He is trying to live in a world where men are not 
left mangled and hanging on barbed wire entanglements. 
He is trying to live like other men who go to work 
in the morning and come home to their families at 
night. 

But, for him, that world is an unbelievable dream 
and only the horrors of war are real. 

Six -weeks ago, he entered the veterans’ hospital. 
Sixteen years of living with war was too much. He 
suffered a complete breakdown, physical and emotional. 

His pains are easing, but the visions of the trenches 
remain. When he speaks of the future, he shrugs his 
shoulders and laughs. For him, the war will never be 
over. 

r 





Modern Books on Peace 


All Quiet on the Western Front—Erich Remarque. 
Price, 75c. 

Causes of War—Sir Arthur Salter. Price, $1.50. 

Christ or Mars—Will Irwin. Price, $1.50. 

Cross ‘of Peace—Sir Philip Gibbs. Price, $2.00. 

Cry Havoc!—Beverly Nichols. Price, $2.50. 

Disarmament—Salvador De Madariaga. Price, $5.00. 

Merchants of Death—H. C. Engelbrecht and F. C. 
Hanighen. Price, $2.50. 

Nationalism—Man’s Other Religion 
Price, $1.50. 

Red Harvest-—An Anthology 
$3.75. 

The Fight for Peace—Devere Allen. Price, $5.00. 

The First World War—Laurence Stallings. Price, 
$3.50. 

The Great Illusion, 1933—Norman Angell. 
$2.50. 

The Testament of Youth—Vera Brittain. 


Edward Shillito. 


V. G. Burns. Price, 


Price, 


Price, $2.50. 


The Turn Toward Peace—F¥lorence 
Price, $1.00. Paper, 60c. 
What Will Be the Character of the Next War?—By 

Eighteen Experts. Price, $2.50. 

Public Opinion and the Spanish-American War-— 
Marcus M. Wilkerson, Louisiana State University 
Press, Baton Rouge, La. Price, paper covers, $1.50. 

International Traffic in Arms and Ammunition—Wil- 
liam T. Stone, Foreign Policy Association, 18 West 
41st Street, N. Y. C.; 12 pp. Price, 25c. 

Force in Peace—Albert E. Hindmarsh, Harvard Uni- 
versity Press, Cambridge, Mass. Price, $2.50. 

Why War? 


Brewer Boechel. 


An exchange of open letters between 
Albert Einstein and Sigmund Freud, published 
by International Institute of Intellectual Codpera- 
tion, available through World Peace Foundation, 


40 Mt. Vernon St., Boston; 58 pp. 
covers, $1.00. 


Price, paper 


Unless otherwise noted, order al] books from Presbytcrisn Committee of Publication, Box 1176, Richmond, Va., or Texarkana, Ark.-Tex. 





The Association of Church Social Workers 


ANY thousands of persons are engaged in 
Protestant social work—just how many will not 
be known until surveys can be completed. They 

are professional workers in hospitals, child caring 
agencies, old people’s homes, neighborhood houses, 
Good-will Industries, institutional churches, correc- 
onal institutions, in parish or deaconess services, or 
serve as officials on the staffs of denominations, coun- 
cils of churches, and national agencies for Protestant 
cooperation. 
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For several years a group of church workers in the 
social field has been considering the possibilities of a 
professional organization for such workers. ‘The idea 
received fresh impetus at the Church Conference of 
Social Work in Minneapolis in 1931. As result a 
national committee of Church Social Workers was 
formed to study further the problems involved. Par- 
ticularly, it continued the previous study of desirable 
standards for church social workers. In 1933, in 

(Continued on page 676) 























Vera Lloyd Presbyterian Home boys at work in the woods 


May Day at Davis Stuart School 


Come have a game at the Mountain Orphanage 


Our Children 


from the children in our Church homes. How 

eagerly all of us who have children from whom 
we are separated wait for news of them. The chil- 
dren whose pictures we now present are in a very 
special sense the children of our Church, gathered into 
homes provided for them by the Church. 


PAE tees Se: is the month when we always hear 


Last November, we had letters for you which the 
children themselves had written, telling you what the 
homes meant to the writers. This time we have pic- 
tures for you which speak for themselves. They show 
various activities—work and play. They show chil- 
dren growing up surrounded by love, and given man) 
opportunities. 
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Southwestern Presbyterian Home Boys and 
their pets. 


Group at 
Miss. 


Palmer Orphanage, Columbus, 








Come on in, the water’s fine at the Presbyterian Orphanage of Missouri. 


But you and I know that growing boys and girls 


need food and clothes and shoes—and many other 
things. 


Times have been hard financially for most of us 
this year, and in many of these homes, times have been 


Reading the funny papers at Banner Elk. 
Some of the babies from Thornwell Hume. 


desperately hard. The offering for Thanksgiving and 
the following Sunday is for the Orphans’ Homes of 
the Synods—just as the Christmas offering is for 
Ministerial Relief. 
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Two sisters and their brother at 4 a room at the Lynchburg 
Barium Springs, eight years ago rphanage. 
and at the present time. 


Two boys from Bachman Memo- 
rial Home and School. 





















Institution 


Presbyterian Home for Children__..-............--- 


FE. B. Robinson, B. D., Supt. 


Edgar H. Tufts, B. S., Supt. 
Mountain Orphanage 
J. H. Gruver, B. S., B. D., Supt. 


The Bachman Memorial School and Home_________~_~- 


C. McCoy Franklin, B. D., Supt. 
Lewiscott Presbyterian Home 
Miss Blanche Garrett, Supt. 


Vera Lloyd Presbyterian Home for Children_____--__-_ 


Mrs. J. G. Williamson, Supt. 


Synodical Presbyterian Orphanage------------------ 


Robert G. Haney, Supt. 
Palmer Orphanage 


Orphans’ Homes and Schools of the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. 


ae Columbus, Miiss._—~ 


Location 


Controlled by 


_...Talladega, Ala_.----.--Synod of Alabama. 
«banner Elk, N. C......- Presbyteries of Concord 
and Holston. 
_...Black Mountain, N. C._-Presbytery of Asheville. 
_..-Farner, ‘Tenn._---------Presbytery of Knoxville. 
..-Big Stone Gap, Va.---.-Synod of Appalachia. 
_.-Monticello, Ark..--..-..Synod of Arkansas. 
...Anchorage, Ky.------.-Synod of Kentucky. 


.....Synods of Mississippi and 


John F. Frierson, Supt. Louisiana. 

Presbyterian Orphanage of Missouri-__.__-_-_____------ Farmington, Mo.__----- Synods of Mo, U. S. and 
Mrs. W. S. Stinson, Supt. U.S. A. 

Presbyterian Orphans’ Tiame.......................... Barium Springs, N. C..-Synod of N. C. 
Joseph B. Johnston, B. S., Supt. 

Geodiand Tudian Orphanape............................ Goodland, Okla._--__-_- Synod of Oklahoma. 
E. D. Miller, A. B., M. E., Supt. 

TE TO i nib, eet niin Wace cccueed <6 Sn Svnods of S. C., Fla., and 
L. Ross Lynn, A. B., D. D., Supt. Ga. 

Monroe Harding Children’s Home__-----_-~---------~-Nashville, Tenn.________ Svnod of Tennessee. 
Miss E. J. Fuller, Supt. 

Southwestern Presbyterian Home and School for Orphans_-Itasca, Texas_.__..___.Synods of Texas and 
Pat E. Hooks, Supt. Okla. 

Presbyterian Orphans’ Home_-------------- cindose aehedsidinmliad Lynchburg, Va.------..Synod of Virginia. 
Wm. Megginson, B. D., Supt. 

Ee eee ae! Lewisburg, W. Va.__-__- Synod of West Virginia. 


Robert K. Robinson, Supt. 





HE Presbyterian Tribune, a new magazine which 
will absorb the Presbyterian Advance, leading 
Presbyterian weekly of the Presbyterian Church, 

U.S. A., made its first appearance on October 4, un- 
der the editorship of Dr. Edmund B. Chaffee, director 
of the Labor Temple, 242 East 14th Street, New York. 
It is to be issued twice monthly. Ten thousand copies 
of the first issue will be printed. 

The new magazine is being launched, according to 
the announcement of the editors, not to carry on theo- 
logical controversy, but to apply Christianity to today’s 
problems. 

Dr. Chaffee, in announcing the publication of The 
Presbyterian Tribune, states in part: 

“First and foremost, we want to make it crystal 
clear that the purpose of The Presbyterien Tribune is 
the advancement of the Kingdom of God which Jesus 
Christ came to establish. As his disciples, we seek 
to realize the prayer, “Thy will be done on earth’ and 
in his name we seek a world of justice, peace and 
plenty. 

“Second, we want to state that this new paper is 


New Magazine for the Presbyterian Church. U. S. A. 
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not being launched to carry on theologica} controversy. 
We seek unity in the Presbyterian Church, not di- 
visions. There will probably be differences of theo- 
logical opinion till the end of time, but our paper will 
not seek to emphasize these differences. As loyal Pres- 
byterians, we will call all loyal Presbyterians to make 
the Lordship of Jesus Christ a guide for life rather 
than a creed for debate. 

“Third, we believe it highly important at this turn- 
ing point in world history, one of the greatest crises 
man has ever faced, that the voice of religion should 
be clear and strong. Selfish interests in our land and 
in other lands are increasingly dominating the daily 
press and the radio. It is essential that the Church 
press remain vigorous and untrammeled. We intend 
to do all in our power to maintain that freedom of 
expression which is our American heritage and which 
is so firmly rooted in the Christian ethic.” 

The Presbyterian Advance has been published since 
1906, with Dr. Clarke as its editor through the years. 
It was one of our most valued exchanges, and we 
shall miss it. 






























573 W. Peachtree Street, N. E. 


NARARARARARARARABABASARARA 


AA PARA RA RARARARARARARARARAAARARARARARARARAAARARAAAAAAARARARARARAAARARARARA RS 


HOME MISSIONS : 


REV. P. D. MILLER, D. D., Editor ; 








a RA AA AA AARARARARARS 











Atlanta, Ga. : 





Need for Aggressive Home Missions 


By REV. A. A. LITTLE, D. D., Meridian, Mississippt 
Chairman Standing Committee on Home Missions, General Assembly, 1934 


N AN extraordinary book, with an ordinary title, 
The People’s Choice, Mr. Herbert Agar presents the 
dire alternative before our nation today. After 

showing that Aristocracy has failed, and Democracy 
is on the rocks, he declares that the alternative bhe- 
fore the American people is a return to the sincerity 
of old fashioned Religion or to a Dictatorship like 
Hitler, Mussolini, or Stalin. Mr. Agar is a man of 
vision and the Church would do well to take heed 
to the statements of writers like him. 

The Home Mission worker reaches the masses of 
society. Unless they are leavened by the gospel with 
its individualistic demands, we may look for “the man 
on horseback.” Out of the lowly places rises the 
leadership of America. Shall it be a Christian lead- 
ership or not? The answer is found in an aggressive 
preaching of the gospel of individual salvation. So- 
ciety is never reformed or saved from the top. Salva- 
tion is never a mass salvation. The individual comes 
before the Society. 

Some observing thinkers feel there is still a dis- 
tinct drift in our country toward Atheism, the denial 
of a God who has any concern with mankind. Pro- 
fessor Leuba, in a study made some years ago, de- 
clares that above 50 per cent of our scientists, and 
especially the younger ones, do not believe even in the 
existence of a God who can and will answer prayer. 
And the worst is that in twenty years, since 1914, this 
percentage has probably been on the increase. More- 
over the percentage of college students, especially in 


our higher institutions, who do not believe in a per- 
sonal God at all, is alarming. In the Freshman year 
a considerable portion of them do believe, but in the 
Senior vear a very much smaller percentage have any 
such faith. This simply means that the intellectual 
leadership of America has been drifting toward a posi- 
tion of practical unbelief. 


God has not chosen many wise men after the flesh, 
but it is our business to see that the weak and foolish 
have the gospel preached to them. 


In the larger and city churches there has been a 
steady decrease in church attendance, and the number 
of non-member attendants is almost nil. Mr. Roger 
Babson has proved for the Congregational Church that 
the attendance in 1,000 churches averaging 322 in 
membership was only 117 at the morning worship. 
It is but little better in the larger churches of our 
denomination. The mission churches, though small, 
are usually better attended. That means we must go 
to the Home Mission fields for recruits for the larger 
church. 

There is no note of despair to be struck today. The 
gospel is still the power of God unto salvation, but 
it looks as if we must find our richest field for pro- 
pagating that gospel amid the Home Mission churches. 
Hence there is a strenuous need of aggressive Home 
Mission work. If they will not hear us in Capernaum. 
the places of the rich and educated and cultured, we 
must go to the villages of Galilee. 





The Home Base 


By REV. ROBERT L. JETTON, D. D., Covington, Tenn. 


HE next ten vears will probably determine the 
‘T type and dynamic of the Christian Church in 

America. The present type is not attractive 
enough, and its dynamic has been too low in voltage 
to transform this country into a Christian nation. 
Present tendencies are not encouraging. The pagan 
trend in human conduct is unmistakable, and moral 
restraints are being lightly regarded. The authority 
of the Church is being challenged and often disre- 
garded. Indifference and worldliness have eaten their 
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way into organized Christianity until it is difficult 
to distinguish the mark of Christ on his professed fol- 
lowers. Further trend downward will rob the Church 
of its power and future usefulness. The time has ar- 
rived for an about-face. The pendulum has already 
swung too far to the left. America must be made Chris- 
tian before we can effectively Christianize other na- 
tions. The samples we have been showing and the 
sales-talk we have been using are proving more and 
more unconvincing to people whom we have termed 
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‘heathen.”” ‘They are saying to us, “Physician, heal 
thyself’—‘‘Make a Christian nation of your own peo- 
ple; show us your finished product; and we will con- 
sider what you have to say.” What we need is a 
larger force of a better brand of Christians in America. 
The Church’s biggest immediate problem is at home. 
Qur base must be enlarged and made more substantial 
if we are to support a worthy superstructure of King- 
dom enterprises. 

If our most pressing obligation is to Christianize 
our neighbors, our greatest present responsibility is that 
of Home Missions. We cannot afford to hesitate in 
the face of this task, because further delay is fraught 
with too much danger. The perils are: the dissolution 
of many weak and discouraged congregations; the sur- 
render of many true and tried workers who have so 
valiantly remained at their posts, but who must be 
nearing exhaustion for lack of support; the loss of 
opportunity for advance work in localities being pro- 
duced by changed situations and conditions of today; 
and the greater danger of a dwindling source of sup- 
ply for all other essential enterprises of the Church. 
Much is at stake, and the situation requires more than 
a spasmodic appeal to the emotions and a consequent 
temporal relief, if we are to remove effectively and 
permanently these threatening dangers and erect a 
durable foundation for our future structure. 

There must be a more general recognition of the 
primary importance of Home Mission work—that it 
is basic, and that all the Church’s program of progress 
is conditioned by its ability to furnish a source of sup- 
plies. If there is to be constant growth, there must 
be constant feeding. Short rations here will inevitably 
show up in the leanness of her children. 

There must be a larger recognition of the worth and 
importance of our Home Mission workers. We have 
too long withheld from them the honor and glory which 
honestly should have been given them. No group of 
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men and women servants of the Church have labored 
more faithfully and sacrificially than they. They have 
abased themselves; and it is now timely and fitting 
that the Church exalt them. 

More and better trained workers should be called 
into the prosecution of our Home Mission task—a work 
as honorable, and maybe as fruitful, as that of any 
of the so-called higher positions in the Church. Home 
Missions is a challenge to our best minds and biggest 
hearts, and a revision of values in the Christian pro- 
gram for the future will reveal a most hearty acceptance 
of this challenge. 

A larger and more adequate support must be pro- 
vided for these choice men and women who represent 
us in the front ranks of the force attempting to make 
America Christian. Our record in this matter during 
recent years is nothing to brag about, even if we have 
paid larger salaries than some others. It is really to 
our shame that so many of our workers have had a 
bare subsistence. Man must not live by bread alone, 
but he cannot live without bread. A sensitive con- 
science on this subject is imperative if the cause of 
Christ is not to be put to open shame. 

Not only must more money be poured into our Home 
Mission enterprise but more constructive thinking and 
planning and praying must be dedicated to the pro- 
gram and its prosecution. The best minds our Church 
can discover should be utilized on our Home Mission 
Committees, and the whole Church should be aroused 
to the value and necessity of real emphasis on this 
cause. Most of our efforts are characterized by spasm 
and spurt. We are now facing the imperative of sus- 
tained effort extended through many years; and if the 
Southern Presbyterian Church wishes to vindicate its 
great doctrine of Perseverance, she now has the op- 
portunity in the realm of her Home Mission activity. 
May she build the home base big enough and strong 
enough to endure. 


Oklahoma Presbyterians in Annual Encampment, Prices Falls—Summer, 1934. 













Missionary Convictions for Today 
By REV. BROOKS I. DICKEY, D. D., San Antonto, Texas 


Foreign Missions is purely artificial. It is ex- 

pedient and probably necessary, but only for 
administrative purposes. In the mind of the Master 
there were no racial lines, no distinctions of color or 
tongue, no geographical boundaries. The field is the 
world. This idea came slowly to his followers, but 
came finally to possess them completely. Paul was 
called to be the Apostle to the Gentiles and he gave 
himself to that task with the dedication of every faculty 
of mind and heart and body. In the annals of the 
Church, he is reckoned as the Foreign Missionary, 
preéminent. Yet he was passionately devoted to the 
Hebrews, his own people. In each center he went to 
them first, and in his letter to the Romans, in the 
tenth chapter, he declares that it is “his heart’s desire 
and prayer to God” that they be saved. In the preced- 
ing chapter, he exhibits that profound devotion, in 
language rarely equalled and never excelled for depth 
of feeling, when he says that he could “wish himself 
accursed” for their sakes. 

I think there were at least three reasons for Paul's 
conviction about the conversion of his own country- 
men, and I am persuaded that they are just as com- 
pelling for us today. 

1. The Onliness of Jesus Christ as Saviour. 

First of all, there was the great Redemptive Purpose 
of Jesus Christ. He came to “seek and save that which 
was lost.’”’ “Apart from him, we can dc nothing.” 
“There is none other name . . . whereby we may be 
saved.” THE ONLINESS OF JESUS CHRIST. 
This is true in Africa or in China. It is true in 
America. It is true of the child born of pagan par- 
ents. It is equally true of our own children, born of 
Christian parents. We have largely lost this deep, 
compelling sense of need. It is this loss that has cut 
the nerve of our missionary passion—both Home and 
Foreign. There has never been a time when the con- 
sciences of men and women were so sensitive to phy- 
sical and material need, suffering, distress, as they are 
today. But we Christians are strangely insensitive to 
spiritual destitution and need. An appeal to give succor 
to the physically sick and hungry meets instant and 
hearty response. This is Christlike and as it should 
be. But an appeal to reliqve spiritual destitution ‘too 
often falls on deaf ears and unheeding hearts. This 
is not Christlike and should not be. The one “ought 
ye to have done and not left the other undone.” We 
must regain this Christlike and apostolic spirit if we 
are ever again to have a great missionary dynamic. 
This and this alone has, historically, driven men and 
women to heroic and sacrificial commitment to the mis- 
sionary cause. To men and women with this convic- 
tion, there is not and never has been any question of 
geography or color or race or tongue. 

2. The Spiritual Possibilities of the Hebrew Peo- 
ple for World Redemption. 

Closely following this is the relation of Home Mis- 
sions to the great world task and responsibility of the 


"Tir distinction between Home Missions and 


Church. Paul sought the salvation of the Jews be- 
cause, without Christ, they were lost. But he also 
sought them in order that the mighty reservoir of 
spiritual power, the accumulation of centuries of 
prophetic teaching and of divine revelation and ex- 
perience, might be released for the achievement of the 
world program outlined by his Master. More than 
one Christian statesman, with world vision, has said 
that the greatest factor in our world enterprise is here 
in the United States of America. Every Foreign Mis- 
sionary bears testimony to this in one way or another. 
We Southern Presbyterians in particular are respon- 
sible for more than thirty million souls in our foreign 
territory; people who, humanly speaking, will never 
hear of Christ except through us. We are sadly fail- 
ing in that responsibility. The heart-break of our 
Foreign Missionaries grows out of facing great need 
and opportunity with meager and constantly shrinking 
force and facilities. As I see it, there are only two 
ways for us to meet this situation: 

(1) We need and must have more Presbyterians, 
if we could expect to double our Foreign Mission 
force, even at present levels of giving. But this 
is not enough. 

(2) We need and must have better Presby- 
terians. I mean by that, Presbyterians with a 
deeper and more compelling spiritual passion and 
purpose. This can come only by a great spiritual 
awakening. It can come only from the Spirit of 
God. ‘The revival for which many earnest men 
and women are praying and hoping should and 
must do more than bring people into the church. 
It will utterly and miserably fail if it does not 
arouse and develop a spiritual fervor that will 
inevitably lead to a standard of living, praying 
and giving beyond that which we have known. 

3. The Necessity for a Sovereign God. 

Finally, this is in a peculiar sense a day of oppor- 
tunity for the Presbyterian Church. The world, our 
own nation, needs the Christian message. The gods 
of the age have failed. They have proven themselves 
to be impotent. Men are restless and dissatisfied. 
They seek a way out. Unhappily, they are still try- 
ing the old quack nostrums for a sick world. Lacking 
all else, they still try changes of government and so- 
cial and economic orders. Many strident voices are 
crying: “Lo! Here!” ‘Lo! There!” They need and 
must have the confident and authoritative Christian 
word. But more than that, they need the Presbyterian 
message. Historically, our Church has had a definite, 
distinctive message, and its faithful preaching has 
mightily influenced the destinies of the world. ‘That 
message is of a Sovereign God, one who has a definite 
purpose and plan for this world—a purpose and plan 
infinite not only in wisdom and justice and power, 
but also in love and mercy and goodness. It has to do 
with the authority of that God in his world and man’s 
responsibility to God and to God alone. If ever that 
preaching was needed, it is needed today. In their 
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stunned despair, men are questioning if there be a 
God and if there be any plan or purpose behind the 
jumble and confusion, the heartache and misery, the 
struggle and striving of humanity. Nothing will so 
steady and stabilize our world as the Presbyterian 
preaching of God. Under the preaching of our fathers, 
men rejected the authority of popes and priests, kings 
and princes. They came to the conviction that they 
were responsible to God alone. Today men reject not 
only the authority of popes and priests but all authority, 
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of parents, government, or even of God himself. They 
“My life is 
I have a right to live it as I please.” Out 
of which conviction come the sordid stories that fill 
our newspapers with lust and crime and infidelity to 
every human trust and obligation. 


hold themselves accountable to no one. 
my own. 


The world needs and must have the gospel message 
in the pure form which we believe the Presbyterian 
Church holds. 





The Devil—The Deep Blue Sea—Or 


By REV. CHARLES E. GUICE, D. D., McComb, Mississippi 


Chairman Home Mission Committee in Mississippi’ Presbytery 


| DON’T want to make anyone else feel blue, nor 
do I want to burden you with my troubles, nor 
am I ready to quit by any means; but I can’t 
for the life of me see any way out. It is the devil 
on one side and the deep blue sea on the other.” 

The speaker was one of our Home Mission min- 
isters, a faithful one. He was talking of Home Mis- 
sion ministers, and closed with himself as an illustra- 
tion. What had preceded this statement interested me 
very much. It was about like this: 

“T have no prospect for the future. My income is 
such that I am unable to purchase even the necessities 
of life. There are two courses open to me. One 
course is the credit route. I can buy those things we 
must have and have them charged, thus piling up 
debt. The othere course open is for me to undertake 
some work by which I can earn a living for myself 
and family outside of the ministry and try to carry 
on my work in the church as best I can. 

“If I take the first course, I do so knowing that 
there is little chance for me to pay for those things 
which I buy. I certainly have no assurance that I 
will be able to do it. In a vear or two I will be deeply 
in debt. My credit will be gone. I will be criticized 
and condemned for failure to pay my obligations, and 
will even be branded as dishonest. My usefulness, 
where I am, will be ended, and there will be no other 
place to go. What church wants a preacher who doesn’t 
pay his bills? 

“If I take the alternative, supposing I can find work 
whereby I can make a living, I must necessarily sacri- 
fice my study, cripple my preaching, and largely give 
up my pastoral work. In either case it is only a mat- 
ter of a short while until I am through as a preacher. 
I will lose my usefulness here and will not be wanted 
elsewhere.” 

Since no one can know who this minister is who 
sat in my study recently and talked to me, I want to 
reveal a few other things which he told me. 

Since the beginning of the church year, five months 
ago, he has received from his field about $200.00. 
From the Home Mission Committee he has received 


about $80.00. His average salary has hcen therefore 
about $55.00 per month. Imagine a man supporting 
his family and keeping a car to take care of a mission 
field with an income like that. (Perhaps it would be 
well to say that when the churches send in their benev- 
olent funds next March this average will be increased 
a bit; but how unfair it is for churches and individual 
church members to make our workers suffer through- 
out the year by waiting until the end of the year to 
pay their pledges!) It isn’t surprising that he hasn’t 
bought a suit of clothes for four years. One month 
he got no salary at all from his church. The officers 
had to use the money to pay insurance premiums! 

It is deplorable to have men and women employed 
by our church who must suffer for the lack: of life’s 
necessities, who must face such alternatives as those 
about which this man talked. Surely in these days 
when the church is crying out to the captains of in- 
dustry that they have no right to employ men and 
starve them; in these time when we are imploring in- 
dustry to recognize the principles of Jesus with refer- 
ence to employees; in these days when the federal gov- 
ernment is spending billions to assure the unemployed 
that they will at least have the necessities of life, the 
Church cannot stand before the world as an organi- 
zation which would send its servants out to spend them- 
selves in its service without a desperate effort to care 
for them! 

But that isn’t all; wherever these workers are labor- 
ing under such trying conditions, the work is suffering. 
It cannot be otherwise, for Home Missionaries are not 
superhuman. ‘Then we must face this other fact, that 
we are failing to push forward in the great Christian 
Campaign. We are failing Christ in his program. 

To go back to where we started, it is not a matter 
of the devil or the deep blue sea. There is another 
or,”. another alternative to the state of affairs that 
exists. The people of our Church can awake to the 
state of affairs that exists, and can remedy it. Con- 
ditions have been bad, to be sure, but who would say 
that the people of the Southern Presbyterian Church 
could not adequately provide for its work? October 
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HE distinction between Home Missions and 

Foreign Missions is purely artificial. It is ex- 
pedient and probably necessary, but only for 
administrative purposes. In the mind of the Master 
there were no racial lines, no distinctions of color or 
tongue, no geographical boundaries. The field is the 
world. ‘This idea came slowly to his followers, but 
came finally to possess them completely. Paul was 
called to be the Apostle to the Gentiles and he gave 
himself to that task with the dedication of every faculty 
of mind and heart and body. In the annals of the 
Church, he is reckoned as the Foreign Missionary, 
preéminent. Yet he was passionately devoted to the 
Hebrews, his own people. In each center he went to 
them first, and in his letter to the Romans, in the 
tenth chapter, he declares that it is “his heart’s desire 
and prayer to God” that they be saved. In the preced- 
ing chapter, he exhibits that profound devotion, in 
language rarely equalled and never excelled for depth 
of feeling, when he says that he could “wish himself 
accursed” for their sakes. 

I think there were at least three reasons for Paul’s 
conviction about the conversion of his own country- 
men, and I am persuaded that they are just as com- 
pelling for us today. 

1. The Onliness of Jesus Christ as Saviour. 

First of all, there was the great Redemptive Purpose 
of Jesus Christ. He came to “seek and save that which 
was lost.”” “Apart from him, we can dc nothing.” 
“There is none other name . . . whereby we may be 
saved.” THE ONLINESS OF JESUS CHRIST. 
This is true in Africa or in China. It is true in 
America. It is true of the child born of pagan par- 
ents. It is equally true of our own children, born of 
Christian parents. We have largely lost this deep, 
compelling sense of need. It is this loss that has cut 
the nerve of our missionary passion—both Home and 
Foreign. There has never been a time when the con- 
sciences of men and women were so sensitive to phy- 
sical and material need, suffering, distress, as they are 
today. But we Christians are strangely insensitive to 
spiritual destitution and need. An appeal to give succor 
to the physically sick and hungry meets instant and 
hearty response. This is Christlike and as it should 
be. But an appeal to relieve spiritual destitution ‘too 
often falls on deaf ears and unheeding hearts. This 
is not Christlike and should not be. The one “ought 
ye to have done and not left the other undone.” We 
must regain this Christlike and apostolic spirit if we 
are ever again to have a great missionary dynamic. 
This and this alone has, historically, driven men and 
women to heroic and sacrificial commitment to the mis- 
sionary cause. To men and women with this convic- 
tion, there is not and never has been any question of 
geography or color or race or tongue. 

2. The Spiritual Possibilities of the Hebrew Peo- 
ple for World Redemption. 

Closely following this is the relation of Home Mis- 
sions to the great world task and responsibility of the 
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Missionary Convictions for Today 
By REV. BROOKS I. DICKEY, D. D., San Antonio, Texas 


Church. Paul sought the salvation of the Jews be- 
cause, without Christ, they were lost. But he also 
sought them in order that the mighty reservoir of 
spiritual power, the accumulation of centuries of 
prophetic teaching and of divine revelation and ex- 
perience, might be released for the achievement of the 
world program outlined by his Master. More than 
one Christian statesman, with world vision, has said 
that the greatest factor in our world enterprise is here 
in the United States of America. Every Foreign Mis- 
sionary bears testimony to this in one way or another. 
We Southern Presbyterians in particular are respon- 
sible for more than thirty million souls in our foreign 
territory; people who, humanly speaking, will never 
hear of Christ except through us. We are sadly fail- 
ing in that responsibility. The heart-break of our 
Foreign Missionaries grows out of facing great need 
and opportunity with meager and constantly shrinking 
force and facilities. As I see it, there are only two 
ways for us to meet this situation: 

(1) We need and must have more Presbyterians, 
if we could expect to double our Foreign Mission 
force, even at present levels of giving. But this 
is not enough. 

(2) We need and must have better Presby- 
terians. I mean by that, Presbyterians with a 
deeper and more compelling spiritual passion and 
purpose. This can come only by a great spiritual 
awakening. It can come only from the Spirit of 
God. The revival for which many earnest men 
and women are praying and hoping should and 
must do more than bring people into the church. 
It will utterly and miserably fail if it does not 
arouse and develop a spiritual fervor that will 
inevitably lead to a standard of living, praying 
and giving beyond that which we have known. 

3. The Necessity for a Sovereign God. 

Finally, this is in a peculiar sense a day of oppor- 
tunity for the Presbyterian Church. The world, our 
own nation, needs the Christian message. The gods 
of the age have failed. ‘They have proven themselves 
to be impotent. Men are restless and dissatisfied. 
They seek a way out. Unhappily, they are still try- 
ing the old quack nostrums for a sick world. Lacking 
all else, they still try changes of government and so- 
cial and economic orders. Many strident voices are 
crying: “Lo! Here!” “Lo! There!” They need and 
must have the confident and authoritative Christian 
word. But more than that, they need the Presbyterian 
message. Historically, our Church has had a definite, 
distinctive message, and its faithful preaching has 
mightily influenced the destinies of the world. That 
message is of a Sovereign God, one who has a definite 
purpose and plan for this world—a purpose and plan 
infinite not only in wisdom and justice and power, 
but also in love and mercy and goodness. It has to do 
with the authority of that God in his world and man’s 
responsibility to God and to God alone. If ever that 
preaching was needed, it is needed today. In their 
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stunned despair, men are questioning if there be a 
God and if there be any plan or purpose behind the 
jumble and confusion, the heartache and misery, the 
struggle and striving of humanity. Nothing will so 
steady and stabilize our world as the Presbyterian 
pr saching of God. Under the preaching of our fathers, 
men rejected the authority of popes and priests, kings 
and princes. They came to the conviction that they 
were responsible to God alone. Today men reject not 
only the authority of popes and priests but all authority, 
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of parents, government, or even of God himself. They 
hold themselves accountable to no one. “My life is 
Out 
of which conviction come the sordid stories that fill 
our newspapers with lust and crime and infidelity to 
every human trust and obligation. 


my own. I have a right to live it as I please.” 


The world needs and must have the gospel message 
in the pure form which we believe the Presbyterian 
Church holds. 





The Devil—The Deep Blue Sea—Or 


By REV. CHARLES E. GUICE, D. D., McComb, Mississippi 


Chairman Home Mission Committee in Mississippi’ Presbytery 


6 | DON’T want to make anyone else feel blue, nor 
do I want to burden you with my troubles, nor 
am I ready to quit by any means; but I can’t 

for the life of me see any way out. It is the devil 

on one side and the deep blue sea on the other.” 

The speaker was one of our Home Mission min- 
isters, a faithful one. He was talking of Home Mis- 
sion ministers, and closed with himself as an illustra- 
tion. What had preceded this statement interested me 
very much. It was about like this: 

“T have no prospect for the future. My income is 
such that I am unable to purchase even the necessities 
of life. ‘There are two courses open to me. One 
course is the credit route. I can buy those things we 
must have and have them charged, thus piling up 
debt. The othere course open is for me to undertake 
some work by which I can earn a living for myself 
and family outside of the ministry and try to carry 
on my work in the church as best I can. 

“If I take the first course, I do so knowing that 
there is little chance for me to pay for those things 
which I buy. I certainly have no assurance that I 
will be able to do it. In a year or two I will be deeply 
in debt. My credit will be gone. I will be criticized 
and condemned for failure to pay my obligations, and 
will even be branded as dishonest. My usefulness, 
where I am, will be ended, and there will be no other 
place to go. What church wants a preacher who doesn’t 
pay his bills? 

“If T take the alternative, supposing I can find work 
whereby I can make a living, I must necessarily sacri- 
fice my study, cripple my preaching, and largely give 
up my pastoral work. In either case it is only a mat- 
ter of a short while until I am through as a preacher. 
I will lose my usefulness here and will not be wanted 
elsewhere.” 

Since no one can know who this minister is who 
sat in my study recently and talked to me, I want to 
reveal a few other things which he told me. 

Since the beginning of the church year, five months 
ago, he has received from. his field about $200.00. 
From the Home Mission Committee he has received 


about $80.00. His average salary has hcen therefore 
about $55.00 per month. Imagine a man supporting 
his family and keeping a car to take care of a mission 
field with an income like that. (Perhaps it would be 
well to say that when the churches send in their benev- 
olent funds next March this average will be increased 
a bit; but how unfair it is for churches and individual 
church members to make our workers suffer through- 
out the year by waiting until the end of the year to 
nay their pledges!) It isn’t surprising that he hasn’t 
bought a suit of clothes for four years. One month 
he got no salary at all from his church. The officers 
had to use the money to pay insurance premiums! 

It is deplorable to have men and women employed 
by our church who must suffer for the lack. of life’s 
necessities, who must face such alternatives as those 
about which this man talked. Surely in these days 
when the church is crying out to the captains of in- 
dustry that they have no right to employ men and 
starve them; in these time when we are imploring in- 
dustry to recognize the principles of Jesus with refer- 
ence to employees; in these days when the federal gov- 
ernment is spending billions to assure the unemployed 
that they will at least have the necessities of life, the 
Church cannot stand before the world as an organi- 
zation which would send its servants out to spend them- 
selves in its service without a desperate effort to care 
for them! 

But that isn’t all; wherever these workers are labor- 
ing under such trying conditions, the work is suffering. 
It cannot be otherwise, for Home Missionaries are not 
superhuman. ‘Then we must face this other fact, that 
we are failing to push forward in the great Christian 
Campaign. We are failing Christ in his program. 

To go back to where we started, it is not a matter 
of the devil or the deep blue sea. There is another 
“or,” another alternative to the state of affairs that 
exists. The people of our Church can awake to the 
state of affairs that exists, and can remedy it. Con- 
ditions have been bad, to be sure, but who would say 
that the people of the Southern Presbyterian Church 
could not adequately provide for its work? October 
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and November have been set apart by our Assembly 
as Home Mission months. November 11-18 has been 
designated as the Week of Prayer and Self-Denial. If 
between now and that time the Church can get upon 
its knees with the Great Commission upon its heart 
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and the crying needs of the Home Mission workers and 
fields tugging at its soul, then its offering to the work 
will be worthy of the name “Self-Denial Offering,” 
and it can be assured that it has found the way out 
in following Jesus along the way of sacrifice. 





Home Missions and Our Times 
By REV. JAMES W. JACKSON, D. D., Columbia, S. C. 


Chairman Home Missions Committee in Congaree Presbytery 


HERE could be no better time for the considera- 
T tion of our Church’s Home Mission program 

than now. The work of the Church in this day 
of the changing economic and social order must be 
thoroughly analyzed and thought through. As one 
seeks to give a just and fair estimation of the Church, 
he will find here his greatest opportunity for serving 
the nation’s highest welfare. The lack of the right 
kind of Christian character is the fundamental reason 
for our breakdown. What we are afraid of today is 
that we will be unable to meet the demands on us be- 
cause of the lack of reserve spiritual power whose 
manifestation is in the moral order. Where will we 
find what we need if the Church cannot furnish it? 
No other institution is bidding for the heart of America 
today. 

The 1934 Home Mission book brings this cause to 
us from a historical background. This has the value 
of bringing encouragement as well as shame to Pres- 
byterians. We are encouraged when we think of what 
the quiet, unostentatious efforts of the Church have 
accomplished across the years. The Home Missionary 
is never on parade. He is usually a quiet, unknown 
somebody who sticks to his post of duty through thick 
A compre- 
hensive view of the whole work, therefore, brings 
realization that the Church has been doing big things 
in our nation’s life. But there is material in the record 
to make blushes of shame. We have not measured up 
to demands. Indifference, church quarrels, a lack of 
elasticity in methods, and so on have kept us from 
possessing our possessions at times. Other denomina- 
tions have come in and done the work which we were 
given an opportunity to do. Spurred by both encour- 
agement and shame we ought to give Home Missions 
the showing it deserves. 

It was Goethe who said, “We are not born to solve 
the problems of the world, but to find out where the 
problem begins and then to keep within the limits of 
what we can grasp.” This is always a needed piece 
of wisdom for the Church. One of the problems of 
the Church is what we call evangelism, behind which 
is always the thought of new recruits in the Church. 
Home Missions is one place where this problem begins. 
The city churches are fed by the small rural churches, 
directly or indirectly, just as all the institutions of the 
city are fed and kept alive by new blood from the 
country. If we want to keep the Church alive and 


growing, the place where life comes into being must 
be cultivated. There are social problems to be solved. 
It is good to have thoughts upon these subjects and 
resolutions about them. The sloppy thinking upon 
the subject shows that we need to air some prejudices 
in the atmosphere of facts and information. But the 
practical problem begins in the Home Mission task. 
The passionate drive behind the social gospel is social 
righteousness. How can we make it practical? Where 
can we grasp reality? Does not the Home Mission 
program give us the way? Look at the activities of the 
workers among the Negroes, the Indians, the foreign- 
speaking people, the industrial centers, the moun- 
taineers, the rural districts. Here are the hot spots 
in our social order. Are we interested in the practical 
working of social righteousness? Then the Home Mis- 
sion task claims our loyalty and enthusiasm. 

If some one wants to find a need at hand, the chances 
are he will not have to look far away. We have neg- 
lected the Negro. Not only so, but others are being 
neglected. There are few places in the South where 
one will not find examples of ignorance and depravit: 
almost unbelievable among whites, where the Church 
has not touched life at all. These statistics on illiter- 
acy of Southern States ought to be constantly before 
us. Irreligion and crime thrive in illiterate territories. 
The Church with its ministry is as effective an edu- 
cational institution as we have for the masses. We 
pride ourselves that the Church was the forerunner of 
American schools and colleges. Even today, without 
the Church, it is doubtful whether the schools could 
function half so efficiently as they do. Where the 
missionary goes in the neglected districts and God's 
spirit is given an opportunity to work in the hearts of 
the people, a new day of knowledge and intelligence 
dawns for them. Illiteracy, crime, poverty, disease, 
and (most of all) lost souls, are clamering for the 
ear of the Church today. 

One of the periods of our missionary activity has 
been called, “The Great Awakening in Virginia.” Ili 
was a time of change in the social order directly pre- 
ceding and running into the Revolution. This was 
a great day for religion. America was going through 
its birth pangs. We are in another period of change. 
It may not be to us so dramatic as the one of pioneer 
days, but it is important for us. Our Southern terri- 
tory is passing through the same changes as the rest 
of the country, but there are elements of difference 
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in our changes. One gets a conception of this in such 
pooks* as Liberalism in the South, The Advancing 
South, Culture in the South, and novels of social pro- 
test like those Mr. Stribling writes. A new South is 
emerging. I crave for our Church an honorable posi- 
tion in the front ranks. We must be alert to the 
movements of the new day, scanning the horizon for 
the coming of the dawn. We must be busy at the 
task at hand, the Home Mission task. Here is where 
we can best do our part, proclaiming to all the Gospel 
of God’s love as revealed to us in Christ Jesus our 
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SURVEY 


Saviour, endeavoring to build an order of life which 
will incarnate the spirit of Christ. 

Read and study your Home Mission book. Know 
what your Church has done and is doing. Get a 
vision of the advancing South and its needs. Read 
the Bible as the great missionary textbook, both For- 
eign and Home. Pray, work, and give to this cause 
as you have never done before. ‘The Kingdom of 
Heaven is at hand. The Kingdom of Heaven is within 


*Liberalism in the South 
South—W. T. Couch, $4.00. 
(Out of print.) 


-V. Dabney, $3.50. Culture in the 
The Advancing South—--Mims, $3.00. 








There Is Need Now 


By REV. JOHN M. ALEXANDER. D. D., Birmingham, Alabama 
Chairman Home Mission Committee in E11 mingham Presbytery 


by that name? The question is pertinent in 

facing our Home Mission task. If our congre- 
gations have no responsibility beyond their own field, 
if our presbyteries are concerned only with their ter- 
ritory, if our synods do not feel themselves a part of 
an organic whole, then the very genius of our system 
of church organization falls to the ground. We may 
as well face the fact that we have been drifting to- 
ward local independency and congregationalism in re- 
cent years, and such a tendency has made our Home 
Mission task doubly hard. 


A RE we Presbyterians, or do we just call ourselves 


Suppose we were keenly sensitive to the fact that 
we are Presbyterians, that every member is organically 
related to every other member and that every congre- 
gation, presbytery and synod is a vital member in the 
whole Church, which is the body of Christ, do you 
think we would allow the suffering in certain parts 
of our Assembly which prevails at this moment? 


Home Missions form the very foundation of the 
work of the Church. We cannot lengthen our cords 
until we strengthen our stakes. We cannot build a 
superstructure securely on a crumbling foundation. 
The Home Mission fields are the outposts of the 
Church’s progress. Here the greater number of mem- 
bers are received on profession of faith. From the 
smaller churches and missions, the larger city churches 
recruit their membership. Only upon a strengthened 
home base can we ever hope to extend our Foreign 
Missionary enterprise. Only upon a growing Church 
can our college and seminary program be advanced. 
There is no feed to argue that point. All that should 
be necessary is for us to be reminded of that fact. 


And yet it is at this very point that there is more 
suffering because of diminishing support than among 
any of the servants of the Church today. You will 
look in vain for any greater examples of courage and 
heroism than are manifest in the homes cf our Home 
Missionaries. They are carrying on. They have taken 


cut after cut. They do not know what to count on 
from month to month. Debts are piling up, and sav- 
ings and insurance have dwindled away. It is not 
common decency; it is not elemental humanitarianism, 
much less Presbyterian brotherhood, for that condition 
to continue. 


Whatever policy may be worked out by our Assem- 
bly to handle this problem, the fact remains that there 
is great need NOW. Every church that is above the 
bare necessities of existence must help us hold to- 
gether the work so laboriously developed during the 
years past. 


It is quite possible that in some places we organized 
churches which do not offer any prospect of develop- 
ment. It may be that we shall have to consolidate 
two or more congregations into one pastoral charge. 
We may have to make other places mission points and 
Sunday schools instead of trying to make them self- 
supporting churches. 


Probably it is true that we must be exceedingly care- 
ful in the future about our candidates and those whom 
we allow to transfer into our presbyteries from other 
denominations. The supply of available ministers may 
for a while be greater than the resources of our Church 
can adequately provide for. 


It may be that we shall have to separate sustenta- 
tion from church extension in presbyteries, synods, 
and in the Assembly. But whatever policies may be 
adopted, whatever changes may be necessitated for the 
moment, the fact remains that our Southland is not 
evangelized and there are countless fields open for 
church extension which in time will lead to self-sup- 
porting churches. 


We cannot be content for long only to conserve what 
we have. Even now we must begin to look forward 
to renewed evangelistic efforts. And as the work grows 


ere, new resources of life, spirit, a i . 
her resour: f lif irit, and financial su 
port will be available for every program in our Church 
at home and abroad. 
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and November have been set apart by our Assembly 
as Home Mission months. November 11-18 has been 
designated as the Week of Prayer and Self-Denial. If 
between now and that time the Church can get upon 
its knees with the Great Commission upon its heart 





November, 1934 


and the crying needs of the Home Mission workers and 
fields tugging at its soul, then its offering to the work 
will be worthy of the name “Self-Denial Offering,” 
and it can be assured that it has found the way out 
in following Jesus along the way of sacrifice. 





Home Missions and Our Times 


By REV. JAMES W. JACKSON, D. D., Columbia, S. C. 
Chairman Home Missions Committee in Congaree Presbytery 


HERE could be no better time for the considera- 
T tion of our Church’s Home Mission program 

than now. The work of the Church in this day 
of the changing economic and social order must be 
thoroughly analyzed and thought through. As one 
seeks to give a just and fair estimation of the Church, 
he will find here his greatest opportunity for serving 
the nation’s highest welfare. The lack of the right 
kind of Christian character is the fundamental reason 
for our breakdown. What we are afraid of today is 
that we will be unable to meet the demands on us be- 
cause of the lack of reserve spiritual power whose 
manifestation is in the moral order. Where will we 
find what we need if the Church cannot furnish it? 
No other institution is bidding for the heart of America 
today. 

The 1934 Home Mission book brings this cause to 
us from a historical background. This has the value 
of bringing encouragement as well as shame to Pres- 
byterians. We are encouraged when we think of what 
the quiet, unostentatious efforts of the Church have 
accomplished across the years. The Home Missionary 
is never on parade. He is usually a quiet, unknown 
somebody who sticks to his post of duty through thick 


. »:: thin, slowly building the Kingdom. A compre- 
— = 


hensive view of the whole work, therefore, brings 
realization that the Church has been doing big things 
in our nation’s life. But there is material in the record 
to make blushes of shame. We have not measured up 
to demands. Indifference, church quarrels, a lack of 
elasticity in methods, and so on have kept us from 
possessing our possessions at times. Other denomina- 
tions have come in and done the work which we were 
given an opportunity to do. Spurred by both encour- 
agement and shame we ought to give Home Missions 
the showing it deserves. 

It was Goethe who said, “We are not born to solve 
the problems of the world, but to find out where the 
problem begins and then to keep within the limits of 
what we can grasp.” This is always a needed piece 
of wisdom for the Church. One of the problems of 
the Church is what we call evangelism, behind which 
is always the thought of new recruits in the Church. 
Home Missions is one place where this problem begins. 
The city churches are fed by the small rural churches, 
directly or indirectly, just as all the institutions of the 
city are fed and kept alive by new blood from the 
country. If we want to keep the Church alive and 





growing, the place where life comes into being must 
be cultivated. There are social problems to be solved. 
It is good to have thoughts upon these subjects and 
resolutions about them. The sloppy thinking upon 
the subject shows that we need to air some prejudices 
in the atmosphere of facts and information. But the 
practical problem begins in the Home Mission task. 
The passionate drive behind the social gospel is social 
righteousness. How can we make it practical? Where 
can we grasp reality? Does not the Home Mission 
program give us the way? Look at the activities of the 
workers among the Negroes, the Indians, the foreign- 
speaking people, the industrial centers, the moun- 
taineers, the rural districts. Here are the hot spots 
in our social order. Are we interested in the practical 
working of social righteousness? Then the Home Mis- 
sion task claims our loyalty and enthusiasm. 

If some one wants to find a need at hand, the chances 
are he will not have to look far away. We have neg- 
lected the Negro. Not only so, but others are being 
neglected. There are few places in the South where 
one will not find examples of ignorance and depravit: 
almost unbelievable among whites, where the Church 
has not touched life at all. These statistics on illiter- 
acy of Southern States ought to be constantly before 
us. Irreligion and crime thrive in illiterate territories. 
The Church with its ministry is as effective an edu- 
cational institution as we have for the masses. We 
pride ourselves that the Church was the forerunner of 
American schools and colleges. Even today, without 
the Church, it is doubtful whether the schools could 
function half so efficiently as they do. Where the 
missionary goes in the neglected districts and God's 
spirit is given an opportunity to work in the hearts of 
the people, a new day of knowledge and intelligence 
dawns for them. Illiteracy, crime, poverty, disease, 
and (most of all) lost souls, are clamering for the 
ear of the Church today. 

One of the periods of our missionary activity has 
been called, “The Great Awakening in Virginia.” It 
was a time of change in the social order directly pre- 
ceding and running into the Revolution. This was 
a great day for religion. America was going through 
its birth pangs. We are in another period of change. 
It may not be to us so dramatic as the one of pionecr 
days, but it is important for us. Our Southern terri- 
tory is passing through the same changes as the rest 
of the country, but there are elements of difference 
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in our changes. One gets a conception of this in such 
books* as Liberalism in the South, The Advancing 
South, Culture in the South, and novels of social pro- 
test like those Mr. Stribling writes. A new South is 
emerging. I crave for our Church an honorable posi- 
tion in the front ranks. We must be alert to the 
movements of the new day, scanning the horizon for 
the coming of the dawn. We must be busy at the 
task at hand, the Home Mission task. Here is where 
we can best do our part, proclaiming to all the Gospel 
of God’s love as revealed to us in Christ Jesus our 
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Saviour, endeavoring to build an order of life which 
will incarnate the spirit of Christ. 


Read and study your Home Mission book. Know 
what your Church has done and is doing. Get a 
vision of the advancing South and its needs. Read 


the Bible as the great missionary textbook, both For- 
eign and Home. Pray, work, and give to this cause 
as you have never done before. ‘The Kingdom of 
Heaven is at hand. The Kingdom of Heaven is within 
you. 


~ *Liberalism in the South 
South—W. T. Couch, $4.00. 
(Out of print.) 


V. Dabney, $3.50. Culture in the 
The Advancing South—-Mims, $3.00. 








There Is Need Now 


By REV. JOHN M. ALEXANDER. D. D., Birmingham, Alabama 
Chairman Home Mission Committee in E1rmingham Presbytery 


RE we Presbyterians, or do we just call ourselves 
by that name? The question is pertinent in 
facing our Home Mission task. If our congre- 

gations have no responsibility bevond their own field, 
if our presbyteries are concerned only with their ter- 
ritory, if our synods do not feel themselves a part of 
an organic whole, then the very genius of our system 
of church organization falls to the ground. We may 
as well face the fact that we have been drifting to- 
ward local independency and congregationalism in re- 
cent years, and such a tendency has made our Home 
Mission task doubly hard. 


Suppose we were keenly sensitive to the fact that 
we are Presbyterians, that every member is organically 
related to every other member and that every congre- 
gation, presbytery and synod is a vital member in the 
whole Church, which is the body of Christ, do you 
think we would allow the suffering in certain parts 
of our Assembly which prevails at this moment? 


Home Missions form the very foundation of the 
work of the Church. We cannot lengthen our cords 
until we strengthen our stakes. We cannot build a 
superstructure securely on a crumbling foundation. 
The Home Mission fields are the outposts of the 
Church’s progress. Here the greater number of mem- 
bers are received on profession of faith. From the 
smaller churches and missions, the larger city churches 
recruit their membership. Only upon a strengthened 
home base can we ever hope to extend our Foreign 
Missionary enterprise. Only upon a growing Church 
can our college and seminary program be advanced. 
There is no feed to argue that point. All that should 
be necessary is for us to be reminded of that fact. 


And yet it is at this very point that there is more 
suffering because of diminishing support than among 
any of the servants of the Church today. You will 
look in vain for any greater examples of courage and 
heroism than are manifest in the homes cf our Home 
Missionaries. They are carrying on. They have taken 


cut after cut. They do not know what to count on 
from month to month. Debts are piling up, and sav- 
ings and insurance have dwindled away. It is not 
common decency; it is not elemental humanitarianism, 
much less Presbyterian brotherhood, for that condition 
to continue. 


Whatever policy may be worked out by our Assem- 
bly to handle this problem, the fact remains that there 
is great need NOW. Every church that is above the 
bare necessities of existence must help us hold to- 
gether the work so laboriously developed during the 
years past. 


It is quite possible that in some places we organized 
churches which do not offer any prospect of develop- 
ment. It may be that we shall have to consolidate 
two or more congregations into one pastoral charge. 
We may have to make other places mission points and 
Sunday schools instead of trying to make them self- 
supporting churches. 


Probably it is true that we must be exceedingly care- 
ful in the future about our candidates and those whom 
we allow to transfer into our presbyteries from other 
denominations. The supply of available ministers may 
for a while be greater than the resources of our Church 
can adequately provide for. 


It may be that we shall have to separate sustenta- 
tion from church extension in presbyteries, synods, 
and in the Assembly. But whatever policies may be 
adopted, whatever changes may be necessitated for the 
moment, the fact remains that our Southland is not 
evangelized and there are countless fields open for 
church extension which in time will lead to self-sup- 
porting churches. 


We cannot be content for long only to conserve what 
we have. Even now we must begin to look forward 
to renewed evangelistic efforts. And as the work grows 
here, new resources of life, spirit, and financial sup- 
port will be available for every program in our Church 
at home and abroad. 














































Then and Now or Jesus and Us 


By REV. CHARLTON H. STOREY, D. D., Wilmington, N. C. 
Chairman Home Missions in Wilmington Presbytery 


HEN we remember how large a part of our 

Lord’s ministry was spent in the villages and 

upon the highways we musé think of him as 
a Home Missionary. When we remember that his final 
instructions to his disciples were to go, preach, disciple, 
haptize, and teach all nations; that they should be 
witnesses unto him “both in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part 
of the earth,’ we cannot doubt that it was his plan 
and purpose that his Church should be a missionary 
Church. Whatever of progress the Church has made 
in building the Kingdom in this world has certainly 
been made through missionary effort in following the 
Master’s program. We know too, that the periods of 
greatest missionary effort have been the seasons of 
deepest spirituality in the Church. These facts should 
suffice to fire us with missionary zeal. Yet there are 
other considerations. 

First. In his last days with the disciples, Jesus 
took great pains to impress upon their hearts and minds 
the truth that his Church was to be Spirit-taught, 
Spirit-led, and Spirit-empowered. No one doubts the 
Master’s purpose that his Church should be Spirit- 
controlled, and as such should be invincible. He in- 
structed the disciples to tarry in Jerusalem until they 
should be endued with power from on high. “Ye shall 
receive power after that the Holy Ghost is come upon 
you.” The witnessing and missionary work would 
follow naturally. When the promise of power was so 
gloriously fulfilled at Pentecost, the Chureh* became a 
WITNESSING church and as such was invincible. 
Remember, too, that when the disciples showed a dis- 
position to remain in Jerusalem and witness there only, 
God sent the fires of persecution to force them out 
into Home Mission work. Furthermore, the unwill- 
ingness of the Jews to accept the missionary respon- 
sibility of the gospel was a primary reason for taking 
the gospel out of their hands and committing it unto 
the Gentiles. In the light of these facts, we may well 
question whether the UNMISSIONARY church today 
is following the leadership of the Spirit. 

Second. In the Home Mission work of the Master, 
he was inspired and impelled by a tender compassion. 
“When he saw the multitudes, he was moved with 
compassion on them, because they fainted and were 
scattered abroad as sheep having no shepherd.” In 
proportion as we are Christlike we shall have a like 
compassion. How would Jesus feel toward the multi- 


tudes today who are as “sheep having no shepherd” ? 
How do we feel toward them? God uses the needs of 
the neglected and underprivileged to challenge his peo- 
ple to missionary zeal. Do we feel the challenge? 
Perhaps the greatest peril to Home Mission work is 
that the Church shall lose its vision and its compas- 
sion for .the spiritually underprivileged, for then it 
loses its enthusiasm for Missions. From the Minutes 
of the General Assembly I took, almost at random, the 
following figures from the reports of a representative 
presbytery. Among the larger churches, one gave an 
average of $2.47 per member to Presbytery’s Home 
Missions. Another gave an average of $1.35, and an- 
other $1.22. In a group of three churches. with a 
combined membership of 206, they gave an average 
of ten cents per member. Another group,of four 
churches, with a combined membership of 332, gave 
about three cents per member. Several other groups 
figured about the same. Would you judge such 
churches to be aflame with zeal for Home Missions? 
We wonder if the members of these same churches did 
not spend many times this average for luxuries or non- 
essentials. If these figures are representative, and 
we fear they are, we are not surprised that our Home 
Missionaries are underpaid and many of them in need 
of the very necessities of life. We are not surprised 
that Home Missions is retrenching. 

Third. Jesus rebuked the leaders of the church in 
his day because they could not read the signs of the 
times. What about the Church today?. If ever God 
speaks to his people through circumstances and con- 
ditions in the life of the nation, he is certainly calling 
the Church today to renewed zeal in the work of Home 
Missions. The revelations of the past few years have 
emphasized the tremendous need of the basig¢ moralities 
in our national life. Common honesty is at a premium, 
personal purity and domestic fidelity aré far below par, 
social justice and personal piety are sadly lacking. 
These moralities are rooted and grounded in the 
spiritual life of the people and the undergirding of 
the national life with the spiritual realities is the 
peculiar task of the Church. A vigorous Home Mis- 
sion work is essential to the accomplishment of this 
task. Such a program must have financial support 
and the response or missionary zeal of the people must 
largely be measured by the financial support given. 
As the Church is but a group of individuals, indi- 
vidual zeal and gifts must arise to the occasion. 





Are you planning for the special season of Prayer and Self-Denial for 
Assembly’s Home Missions? 
NOVEMBER 11-18. 
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The Workers’ Cottage, occupied by 
Miss Emma Milburn and 
Miss Daisy Thrift. 

















Juniors and Intermediates with perfect 
attendance at Sunday School. 


Two fine boys building a road to the 
church. 





































HE challenge of Home Missions is twofold. First, 
7. there is that which grows out of the task itself. 

And then there is the challenge which comes from 
the nature of the work; that is, the call of the strong 
to help the weak. Let us look at these separately. 


THe TAsk 

Home Missions is out to win every soul in the 
bounds of the many Home Mission fields of our Church 
to a saving knowledge of, and a personal loyalty to 
Jesus Christ; to build them up in their faith, and out 
of that fellowship, however large or small, to create 
a missionary spirit that will not be satisfied until the 
whole field is won to Christ, and men have become 
faithful stewards of the manifold grace of God. 


But you say that is the task of every church—the 
large city church as well as the small Home Mission 
church—and so it is— the task is one. There is no 
difference in the ultimate issues of the work; they 
strive for the same ends. The reality and the unity 
of our fellowship in Christ Jesus is not affected by 
numbers, The small groups have all the promises of 
God’s blessings upon them that the larger ones have. 
However, in Home Mission work there is this differ- 
ence that should always be borne in mind, here we 
are dealing with the basic work in the life of the 
Church. We are laying the foundation upon which 
others may build. The saying has become proverbial, 
that the great majority of our Church leaders an1l 
officers come out of Home Mission fields. Home Mis- 
sions discovers the springs that feed the streams that 
waters the plains for our Church growth and develop- 
ment. More than that, and we do well to remember 
it, almost every self-supporting church teday began as 
a mission point. A full appraisal of the Church’s as- 
sets in Home Missions would certainly lead to the 
conclusion that it is a wise expenditure of funds that 
develops a growing Home Mission church, ever increas- 
ing in power to do the Master’s will. Whatever may 
be the demands made upon our Church elsewhere, if 
we are wise church statesmen, we will see to it that 
the cause of Home Missions is properly cared for. 
The life of the Church is bound up with it. The 
aggressive Home Mission church is a growing church; 
retrench—lose that spirit—and we die. 

Imbued with that spirit, and conscious of the place 
Home Missions has in building up the Kingdom of 
God, the Home Mission workers of our Church, in 
the face of declining receipts and reduced appropria- 
tions, have carried on with a heroism and a loyalty 
that finds few equals in the whole history of cur 
Church. Theirs has becn a glorious work, done with 
a sacrificial spirit. It is no exaggeration to say that 
many of them have hazarded their lives for the gos- 
pel’s sake in these trying times. With salaries unpaid 
in many fields, and Committee appropriations con- 
tinually being reduced, these servants of God have 








The Twofold Challenge 


By REV. J. M. WALKER, D. D., Charlotte, N.C. 
Chairman Home Mission Committee n Mecklenburg Presbytery 


continued to preach with a fervor and effectiveness that 
has been the admiration of all those who have known 
them personally. Every presbytery in the bounds of 
the General Assembly has a number of such characters. 
All glory then to these knights of the Cross of Christ! 

But shall we compel them to continue to make brick 
without straw? We reveal no secrets when we say 
that many of them are already at the breaking point. 
And although they have been wonderfully blessed in 
their work in these trying times, still the work is suf- 
fering greatly and we stand to lose much more if we 
do not come to the rescue of these men and women 
by placing this fundamental work on a solid founda- 
tion. This is the challenge the Week of Self-Denial 
for Home Missions brings to us. How will we meet 
it? Does our Lord care how we meet it? 


A BROTHERHOOD 

Home Missions not only challenges the Church be- 
cause of its magnificent task in building up a Chris- 
tian citizenship in the destitute sections of the Church 
and laying the foundation for our Church’s growth in 
after years, but we are faced with another challenge that 
comes in the very nature of this work. 

The genius of Home Missions is found in the scheme 
whereby the strong can help the weak. This demands 
not merely that the strong churches help the weak 
financially, but it challenges them to play the part 
of the Big Brother—to enter into a real brotherhood 
with them, sharing one with the other in whatever of 
blessings each may possess. All too long have the 
strong churches been content just to give of their money 
for the aid of this work, feeling that when they had 
done that they had met their obligation to these Home 
Mission churches. Now we are beginning to see that 
much more is demanded if they are to show the spirit 
of the Master. There must be a mutual sharing not 
merely of money, but of the whole life of the Church. 

Such a sharing seems to me to demand a closer con- 
tact on the part of the larger churches with the smaller. 
A closer contact than is ordinarily secured through the 
office of the Home Mission Committee. Weak churches 
not only need the financial help the strong can give, 
but they need the assistance and the help of the trained 
leaders in these strong churches. The lack of leader- 
ship in most of the Home Mission churches is the 
one cry we hear on all sides. They need to be encour- 
aged in their educational program, to be aided in 
bringing their societies up to efficiency, and to be chal- 
lenged in their stewardship work. All this and much 
more needs to be done for them before we have ful- 
filled our duty by them as big brothers. This the 
strong church should supply, and it will give their 
workers an outlet for their talents. On the other hand, 
there is much the weak church can give to the strong. 
The needs of the field may be presented first hand, 
and the local church can get a real vision of what 
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THE 


Home 
Missions 


Home Missions is doing. In this way the problems 
of the Home Mission church become the problem of 
the self-supporting church, and they together in coun- 
cil can work them out. The pastors of the larger 
churches are the ones to take the lead in making these 
contacts. ‘There is much of romance to be uncovered 
in such an undertaking, as well as much mutual benefit 
to be derived from the common sharing. As we see it, 
it offers the very finest field for project work on the 
part of Sunday schools, societies, men’s and wcmen's 
organizations, and the Church as a whole. And in 
addition, it gives to every strong church an oppor- 
tunity to have a definite mission point, even if there 
is no place for one within the bounds of the local 
church. af] 
Let me say, in conclusion, this challenge to the strong 
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churches to share with the weaker in a richer way 
than merely contributing money to the support of Home 
Missions is being accepted by some of the stronger 
churches in Mecklenburg Presbytery. Covenanting to- 
gether for a definite period, usually that of a year, 
they are working together that they may help to set 
the other’s house in order. In this way our churches 
are becoming interested in Home Mission work as 
never before; and it bids fair to solve all our financial 
problems so far as Presbytery’s Home Missions is con- 
cerned. We would like very much to sec this larger 
challenge of Home Missions accepted by every pres- 
bytery. It will make giving to Home Missions a de- 
light, and it will work wonders toward bringing a Home 
Mission field to self-support. Certainly that is the 
way it is working in Mecklenburg. 





Our Present Situation in 


Nashville Pres bytery 


By REV. CHAS. S. RAMSAY, Gallatin, Tenn., Chairman 


T THE last spring meeting of presbytery, I was 
made Chairman of the Committee on Home Mis- 
sions of Nashville. The fact that first impressed 

me was that our hands were tied. The presbytery has 
clung to the 60-40 division of Benevolences between 
Assembly and local causes. Out of the forty per cent, 
nineteen was assigned Presbytery’s Home Missions, and 
this could be increased only by taking it from one 
of the synodical causes, which was out of the ques- 
tion. Local Home Missions had never been on the 
calendar for a special offering, and as there were al- 
ready “too many specials’ there was no hope that this 
cause could be put into the yearly schedule. There 
being no special offering there was, accordingly, no 
special presentation of the cause to the people of the 
churches. The cause unheard naturally became the 
cause without any sustaining knowledge and interest. 
Some of the churches which were free, as they felt, to 
disregard presbytery’s recommendations, assigned the 
cause less than the prescribed apportionment. The 
Committee had already abandoned the policy of guar- 
anteeing a minimum salary to workers in the field, 
and its usual bank balance had become a deficit. So 
the Committee’s hands were tied as to securing any 
additional funds for more adequate support of work 
already established. We could not even contemplate 
any advance work to “reach the unreached” who abound 
within our area. 

We still have a feeling that the Church does not 
best serve “the uttermost parts of the earth” by neg- 
lecting “Jerusalem and all Judea.”” Though our hands 
were tied there should be some way of moving forward 
to meet a great need. Six men in the fields supplied 
Were restricted in their ability to support their fami- 
lies in decency and operate their cars as the work re- 





quired. Something should be done at once to strengthen 
their hands in a very real way. 

Most of our Home Mission work is in the country, 
where the church membership is of the “salt of the 
earth” quality. In these fields also are large numbers 
who are almost as much out of touch with the gospel 
as though they dwelt in the wilds of the Amazon Val- 
ley. A few of the churches are in adjacent villages. 
One mill-town, now on a boom, which gives assurance 
of permanency, is “unoccupied.” Another single- 
church field is an industrial city of ten thousand souls, 
offering a challenge to the Church to keep her minister 
there “free from worldly cares and avocations” by a 
generous supplement to the salary, with the strong hope 
that thus aided the church there would soon become 
a lifter instead of a leaner. There is also a growing 
suburban community where the opportunity calls for 
a full-time resident pastor, instead of a half-time min- 
istry, with the pastor living in another portion of his 
field. And there is the city of Nashville, where we 
have fewer organized churches, I am told, than there 
were thirty years ago. We have no Home Mission 
work at present in Nashville except the Saint Andrews 
Church (colored), aided by the Assembly’s Committee. 
The goverment census of churches in 1926 reveals that 
there is also “‘very much land to be possessed” in ex- 
tensive rural areas which are now lacking in adequate 
religious ministries. 

There is not in sight the means whereby this pres- 
bytery may overtake her Home Mission task. She is 
not adequately supporting work in fields now occu- 
pied. There is strong prospect of calls for aid from 
other fields, heretofore self-supporting, which have not 
enjoyed very largely the economic “recovery” or where 
we have suffered serious losses. As te unoccupied 
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areas we can do nothing but remember they are there. 
We cannot ask for a larger apportionment of benevol- 
ences, and are unwilling to call on the over-burdened 
Assembly’s Committee. Yet we feel a partial solution 
of our problems may be made along the following lines: 

1. The continued diligent missionary efforts of 
those working in our Home Mission churches to 
reach every reachable home with the message of 
salvation. 

2. The awakening and sustaining of the am- 
bition in some of these churches to attain self- 
support, releasing Home Mission funds for use 
elsewhere. Study of the Stewardship of Posses- 


sions, the “Lord’s Acre” plan, and the ‘“Pay-in- 
kind” plan by church officers may make the early 
attainment of this goal a real possibility. 

3. A more faithful support of all the Church 
causes by our whole church membership, many 
being able to give today as they have not been 
able for the past few years. 

























A family of Presbyterian Indians in Oklahoma. 
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4. The faithful observance by every church in 
the presbytery of the recommendation of presby- 
tery in the distribution of benevolence funds. 

5. A study of this cause by means of pulpit 
presentation and in the programs of church or- 
ganizations, that knowledge may awaken and sus- 
tain interest, and our Presbytery’s Home Mission 
work receive the support of the people’s inter- 
est and prayers. 

Thus we are hoping and planning to “lengthen our 
cords and strengthen our stakes,” to see more of our 
churches come to self-support, to sustain more ade- 
quately the laborers worthy of their hire and strengthen 
their hearts by real evidence of sympathy and interest, 
and to find ourselves, not too tardily, able to under- 
take some needed aggressive extension work in city and 
in country. “Lord, may thy loving favor rest upon 
us, and prosper all the work we undertake.” (Ps. 
90:17, Moffatt.) 


Spice Box 


Where does Dr. Little say we can find crowds want- 
ing to hear the gospel today? 

What might those we call “heathen” say to us about 
American Christianity? 

What two things does Dr. Dickey say we must have 
to meet our responsibility to our Foreign Mission- 
aries ? 

What two alternatives face one discouraged Home Mis- 
sion pastor? What does Dr. Guice offer as a third 
and better one? 


What situation does Dr. Alexander deplore as lacking 
“common decency” ? 

Where do irreligion and crime thrive? 

What figures are quoted by Dr. Storey that indicate 
we have lost our compassion for the spiritually un- 
derprivileged ? 

How may stronger churches play the part of Big 
Brothers? 

What five things are recommended for one presbytery 
where Home Missions is suffering? 





ASSEMBLY’S HOME MISSIONS 
Budget Receipts—April 1, 1933—October 1, 1933............ $58,518.22 
Budget Receipts—April 1, 1934—October 1, 1934............ 72,081.76 


Increase for six months ...... 
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CaLL TO WorsH1p—‘What Will You Give To Jesus?” 
(play softly), Premier Hymns, No. 51. 

SILENT PRAYER, CLOSE WITH LorpD’s PRAYER IN Con- 
CERT. 

Orentinc Sonc—‘“At The Cross,” Premier Hymns, 
No. 185. 

Rott CaLtt—Answer with a Bible verse. 

‘MINUTES. 





Junior Home Mission Program 





Business—Offering (while soft music is played). 

Sonc—‘‘He Is So Precious To Me,” Premier Hymns, 
No. 73. 

SCRIPTURE READING—Psalm 91. 

Story—‘‘ Alek.” 

Sonc—‘O Zion, Haste,” Premier Hymns, No. 106. 

CLOSE WITH MizpAH BENEDICTION. 








LEK, a thin little boy with big blue eyes and 
A dark curly hair, came to America soon after the 

World War. His mother was Czech and his 
father a Russian who worked on the railroad and was 
killed during the war. The family lived in Russian 
Poland in a house close to the railroad station, and 
they often watched the different armies pass through. 
There were four young children in the family, Alek 
being the youngest. Olga, a pretty, bright girl of 
eleven years, was the oldest. 

Frequently they were all very hungry. Sometimes 
kind-hearted soldiers shared their rations with them, 
if they had any. At other times hungry soldiers ran- 
sacked the whole place, taking away the last treasured 
crust. 


The mother’s father lived in America where he had 
a nice farm, and was an elder in the church. Oc- 
casionally he heard of his daughter’s plight and sent 
her money which was often lost or stolen. He also 
sent her letters promising to take her and the children 
to America after the war, which seemed endless. This 
mother often walked twelve miles to the post office, in 
all kinds of weather, for letters from America, and 
frequently she was disappointed. 


When the typhoid fever was raging in their section, 
this mother too was stricken. Olga took care of her 
mother and the younger children as best she could, 
keeping the cottage warm in the bitter winter and 
going to the farm houses with her younger sister, Vera, 
begging for food. Food was very scarce and very 
precious. The sick mother could not eat, and Olga 
managed to keep the children alive. 

After many weeks the mother was gaining strength 
and was getting hungry and there was no food for 
her. One day, as she herself told me, was the darkest 
of all days for them. Two armies met and were fight- 


Alek 
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ing over long freight trains. 
around the cottage. 


Shells were shrieking all 
The mother crawled from her bed 
and all huddled behind a heavy wardrobe, expecting 
the end. 


Then, after what seemed ages to them, there was 
sudden quiet. First Olga looked out, fixed the fire, 
and with united effort got mother to bed. Then the 
children ventured out to the now quiet railroad tracks, 
and there they found foodstuffs of all kinds. All that 
night the Children carried home provisions, even a 
quarter of beef, which was a God-send to the mother 
for beef tea. In a few hours the next day the famished 
countryside cleaned out the abandoned trains, but our 
little family felt rich because of its precious stored 
food. 


This was the turning point. Soon help in the form 
of money came from America, and as soon as the 
mother was strong enough, they started for the United 
States, where home and love awaited them. 


It was not easy to get them through the immigration 
laws. Heavy bonds were signed in which relatives 
promised that none of the newcomers would ever be- 
come a burden to the United States Government. 


And so Alek, our little boy of this story, came with 
the others. He did not know one word of English, but 
he knew Czech and Polish, and some Russian. He 
was only five years of age and soon after they came 
he started to school. He was bright and learned fast. 
In a few months he forgot all his Polish and Russian 
language and spoke English just like any other Ameri- 
can boy. He spoke Czech only to his mother and 
grandparents. But to all others he spoke English. 

His mother never regained her strength, and she 
died after being in America a short time. But before 
she died she joined the Presbyterian Mission Church 

(Continued on page 676) 
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Some Fruits of Missionary Work in Brazil 


By W. M. THOMPSON, Garanhuns, Pernambuco, Brazil 


OREIGN MISSIONS like all other institutions 

must be judged by their fruits. From the na- 

ture of the work, progress is necessarily slow. To 
carry the everlasting gospel of Jesus Christ to a lost 
and perishing world is the grandest, the noblest and 
most Christlike undertaking that mortal man can ever 
attempt here below. Our Lord laid this duty on his 
Church and she should consider it not only a duty, 
but one of the rarest honors and one of the greatest 
privileges possible. When Christ sent out his little 
group of workers to make disciples of all nations, he 
started the greatest and most far-reaching revolution 
the world has ever seen or dreamed of. 

It is hard to conceive of one people doing for an- 
other any service greater than that of taking to them 
in their own tongue the pure gospel of the Son of God, 
“to open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness 
unto light, and from the power of Satan unto God, 
that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inherit- 
ance among them that are sanctified by faith that is 
in Jesus Christ.” 

To strengthen and inspire his messengers in their 
superhuman task, Jesus reminds them: “All power is 
given unto me in heaven and in earth,” and “Lo, I 
am with you always, even unto the end of the world.” 

Seventy-five years ago, August 12, 1859, inspired 
by these words of Jesus, the first Presbyterian mission- 
ary landed in Rio de Janeiro, the beautiful capital of 
Brazil. He was alone, a stranger in a strange country, 
among a people whose language he could neither speak 
nor understand. We can only imagine how lonely he 
felt and how he needed to cling to the promise of the 
presence and power of his Lord and Saviour. 

As soon as he learned enough Portuguese, he began 
to preach in that language. At the beginning, his 
hearers were not very numerous and the conversions 
fewer. On May 15, 1863, the first Presbyterian church 
was organized with eight members in a rented upper 
room. ‘That was seventy-one years ago. That same 
church now has 1100 members, besides having a part 
in founding more than a dozen other churches in the 
city and suburbs. On the seventy-first anniversary of 
the organization of the church, they dedicated their 
beautiful new building, which must have cost more 
than a hundred thousand dollars. The church has had 
a native pastor from 1876 on. One of them served 
the church for twenty-eight years. The present pastor 
is a man of great activity and ability. 


In 1863, a new station was opened in Sao Paulo, 
where today there are several strong Presbyterian 
churches. This city was made an educational center 
by the founding of the “Escola Americana,” which has 
had a wonderful career of usefulness, and the Mac- 
kenzie College for advanced students. 

Thus, from Rio and Sao Paulo, the work extended 
to the north as far as Bahia, and south to the state 
of Rio Grande do Sul, through Parana and Santa 
Catarina. Both in Bahia and these other states, the 
work grew and spread in all directions. 

In 1869 our own Church began to send out men 
who located at first in Campinas, state of Sao Paulo, 
where they founded a school, the “Colegio Interna- 
cional.” It should be noted that our Church took this 
step just four years after the close of the Civil War, 
which left it and the Southland both in terrible financial 
straits. All honor to those noble men who placed the 
glory of Jesus Christ and his Kingdom above their 
own wants! God grant that we, their children, may 
measure up to the height of their sacrifice for the 
cause of our Lord in these self-indulgent times! 

The “Colegio Internacional” did a great work for 
some twenty years in the preparation of young men 
who were to become leaders in church and state. Be- 
cause of repeated outbreaks of yellow fever in Cam- 
pinas, it was decided to find a new and healthier lo- 
cation for the school. It was finally decided to locate 
it at Lavras, a small town up in the highlands of 
southern Minas. This was in 1893. The school took 
a new lease on life as the “Instituto de Lavras,” and 
has done and is doing a wonderful work in preparing 
men and women for Christian service and usefulness. 
Lavras thus became the center of the East Brazil Mis- 
sion, from which the work has branched out in various 
directions, growing and increasing as it spreads. 

When the yellow fever was finally stamped out in 
Campinas, it continued to be in a sense the point of 
departure for the work of the West Brazil Mission, 
out through Sao Paulo on into the west of Minas, 
where a great work is being done by those wide-awake 
missionaries. 

In 1895 the Theological Seminary of the Synod of 
Brazil was located at Campinas, where it continues to 
prepare students for the ministry. 

On January 15, 1873, our first missionary to North 
Brazil landed at Recife, Pernambuco. He was the 
first Presbyterian missionary to reach this part of 
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Brazil. Thus was established a new center of mis- 
sionary effort. From Recife the gospel was carried 
into the two adjoining states. Much opposition and 
persecution were met with, but this did not deter our 
missionary from telling the people the good news of 
salvation. It was soon apparent that to make the 
work permanent there would have to be a native min- 
istry. Therefore, our missionary, in addition to his 
other labors, prepared five young men for the minis- 
try, two of whom are still living. 

On August 11, 1878, the Presbyterian Church of 
Recife was organized with twelve persons. On August 
11, 1928, this church celebrated its jubilee. There are 
now six or seven other Presbyterian churches in the 
city, offshoots of the first one. 

In December of 1884, a church was organized in 
the capital of the adjoining state of Paraiba. This 
church will celebrate its jubilee this year. In Septem- 
ber of 1887, a church was organized in the capital of 
the adjoining state of Alagoas to the south. Thus the 
work grew and spread along the coast as well as in- 
land from Recife. In 1882 the gospel was carried by 
the missionaries to the state of Ceara, in 1885 to 
Maranham. Later missionaries worked in Para and 
in the Amazon Valley. Churches were organized in 
all these states. 

In military language we say that the missionaries, 
with their native helpers, were the storm troops who 
opened the way, and these were followed by the na- 
tive ministers and their fellow workers who took over, 
held, extended, and consolidated the work that has been 
done by the missionaries. 

Of our three Missions in this country, the West 
Brazil Mission is evangelistic, the East Brazil Mission 
is educational and evangelistic, while the North Brazil 
Mission has three branches of work: publication, edu- 
cational, and evangelistic. Of the four men in the 
Mission, one gives all of his time to evangelism; an- 
other gives most of his time to school work, with some 
evangelism; and the third gives most of his time to 
publication, with some evangelism; while the fourth 
gives part of his time to Bible and other branches of 
school work and part to translation and other literary 
work, 

When the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church of Brazil met in the city of Sao Paulo in 
March of this year, there were present twenty-eight 
ministers and seventeen elders. The meeting lasted 
two weeks. They took time to discuss their problems 
and find a way to work them out. No missionaries, 
except two or three of the oldest, belong to any pres- 
bytery in this country, nor can a missionary be the 
pastor of a church within the bounds of a presbytery. 
For this reason the Presbyterian Church of Brazil 
has been free to direct its own affairs for a good many 
years. In spite of many and great difficulties, it has 
been working heroically to meet and overcome them 
all. The enormous territory adds to the difficulties of 
consolidating the work. 

Because of the moderate means of the great majority 
of its members, it will need outside help for some time 
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to come, not only for evangelism but for education 
and publication. If the Mission were not codperating 
with the church at present along these lines, it would 
be impossible for it to carry on successfully all the 
branches of its work. There are hundreds of churches 
and congregations from the extreme north to the ex- 
treme south, and a hundred or more ministers and 
thousands of members. It is a known fact that the 
gospel has made much more progress in Brazil than 
in any other country of South America. 

Get down on your knees and thank God that you 
have had a part, however insignificant it may be, in 
sending or taking the gospel to this great country. 
Thank him also for what he has done ‘in raising up a 
ministry that would do honor to any country; for keep- 
ing his gospel in its purity before the people. 

It should be mentioned before closing that the 
Methodists, the Baptists, the Episcopalians, and the 
Congregationalists are all doing a great work in spread- 
ing the glad news of salvation. Thank the Lord that 
Jesus Christ is being held up before the eyes of a 
perishing world by so many noble men and women 
of all denominations! In Christ Jesus all are one. 


Hidden Treasure 


When did the first Presbyterian missionaries land in 
Rio de Janeiro? 

When did the Southern Presbyterian Church begin its 
work in Brazil? 

Why did the school move from Campinas? 

What denominations, other than ours, are doing a great 
work in Brazil? 

When was the first Laymen’s Convention of the East 
Brazil Mission held, and where? 

What impression have these Conventions made on the 
people? : 

What answer did the young Brazilian give to the ques- 
tion as to the advisability of believers and non-be- 
lievers marrying? 

What are some of the echoes from the Sunday-School 
Conference? 

What method is used in carrying on the evangelistic 
work of the North Brazil Mission? 

What happened to the native evangelists and their 
wives who opened the work in Boivelho? 

What has been the policy in establishing congregations 
in the North Brazil Mission? 

How many persons united with the church after a 
few days’ service by a native evangelist in Brazil? 

Why is a cross, in Brazil, an object of worship to 
many? 

What was the advice the native pastor gave to the 
communion class? 

What five rules were laid down for the building of the 
church at Carmo do Paranahyba? 

What is the spiritual outlook for the work in the Var- 
ginha field? : 

What are some of the subjects discussed at a recent 
oratorical contest for one of the middle schools 
affiliated with Hangchow College? 




















Some of the 1934 delegates to the Laymen’s Convention in Lavras, East Brazil Mission. 


Thirteen Years of Layman's Conventions 


in East Brazil Mission 
By MRS. J. M. SYDENSTRICKER, Campo Bello, E. de Minas, Brazil 


PORTFOLIO yellow with age lies before me. 

Circulars and programs of the years, old cor- 

respondence, all tell interesting stories. Letters 
from beloved leaders like Dr. Erasmo Braga, Rev. 
Constancio Omegna (converted Jesuit and a power 
for God), and notes in the familiar handwriting of 
our dear Dr. Gammon, these bring a wave of home- 
sickness over the soul. All three have been called to 
higher service. 

Our very first Laymen’s Conference was held in 
Lavras, February 1-5, 1922. This was soon after a 
direct daily train from Rio had been installed. We 
were living on the school campus where the meetings 
were held, so I shall never forget them. Besides our 
little boy’s birthday came on the fourth—a woman’s 
way of remembering! 

In 1923, there were two conventions, in January and 
December, respectively. For years these conventions 
were put on in the summer time in Lavras. It was 
also the rainy season, and that made travel difficult 
for representatives at large, so we tried another plan. 
District institutes were then held in mission territory; 
sometimes three in one year. “If Mahomet will not go 
to the mountain, one must take the mountain to Ma- 
homet.” It takes a while for a new idea to be un- 
derstood and become popular. These district institutes, 
however, showed the Christians the necessity of a 


strong, educated leadership and were of great value 
to the local churches. Special evangelistic services 
were held at night. Sometimes they were put on in 
churches of the presbytery which gave its friendly co- 
operation. I recall going with Mr. Hunnicutt to the 
state capital for such meetings in 1928. 

Let it be said that the idea and inspiration for these 
conventions were given us by the South Brazil Mis- 
sion of the Northern Presbyterian Church, who are 
just seven years ahead of us in this undertaking. Like- 
wise we have passed on the idea to others and, among 
these, a sister mission. 

In 1930 a plan of a central conference in Lavras 
was resumed and has been continued ever since. A 
much fuller program is now put on in comparison to 
those of earlier days which included mostly Bible 
study, Sunday-school work, singing of hymns, and 
methods of evangelization. Even so the present-day 
delegates ask for more—more subjects, more days. 

A great debt of. gratitude is due the missionaries in 
Lavras, who graciously give the majority of their mid- 
year holidays in preparation for and entertainment 
of the convention. In the early years Mr. Hunni- 
cutt probably gave more time and effort to this work 
than any of our number. Dr. Gammon’s clear vision 
of the possibilities of such an Institute still lingers 
with us, as we see the fulfilment of prophecy. 
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From a small beginning of an average of about 
twenty-five at the sessions, we now have over a hun- 
dred attending. Last year the records showed over 
ninety who took the trouble to register. Many visitors 
who attended only a few sessions did not feel qualified 
to sign. From no women delegates at all the first 
three years or more, we now have about forty. Every 
year the number of outside representatives increases. 
But better than increase in numbers is the marked 
progress in the quality of the persons who attend. This 
was especially noticeable in our June convention. The 
representations have more and more brought the key- 
people, those who had responsible places back home 
in both church and town. Yes, it has grown, attract- 
ing mostly the young people of our congregations. As 
one of our co-workers said: “The emphasis now has 
shifted from the missionaries to the nationals. No 
one needs to be cajoled to come.” 

That the delegates are genuinely interested and take 
the courses seriously is not to be doubted. Often they 
ask members of the faculty to repeat something outside 
cf class or permission to copy a quotation, etc. Armed 
with notebook and pencil, most of them take detailed 
notes, so as to give a careful report in the home church 
and use profitable suggestions later. Many write of 
how they are immediately putting into practice all the 
things learned. Often the subjects that compose the 
program are suggested by the delegates themselves, 
showing that they are awake to the problems and cur- 
rents of the day. 

One cannot help being impressed by the spirit of 
confidence shown by the Brazilians in those who put 
on the conference. It is beautiful to see the affection 
and gratitude expressed for those, who, though of an- 
other nation, have been used of God to bring souls 
to Christ in Brazil. These things are especially preci- 
ous when in so many places rampant nationalism 
makes against missionary work. 


Echoes of the convention are always enlightening. 
One evangelist says: “Since the June conference I 
have visited all the points in my field that sent dele- 
gates—400 miles by Ford and seventy-two on horse- 
back. Enthusiasm runs high, more than ever before. 
The church is talking of chartering a car on the rail- 
road next year for the delegates from there. We cannot 
imagine how much the days spent in these conferences 
mean to the majority of the delegates. The desire is 
for more days there. One who attended for the first 
time this vear got a new vision of Christian life and 
service and laments that he has not more education, 
that he might get more out of the classes. He learned 
to read some after he was married and had come to 
know the gospel.” 


One fine old gentleman on returning home was heard 
to exclaim: “Son, I forgot all about you here at home 
during those days. I forgot that I was an old man 


with a large family and a farm. It was just like 
heaven.” 


All are especially delighted with the happy Christian 
fellowship. As one remarked, “‘it is a novelty to unite 
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with so many people who think ‘Protestant.’ The 
large numbers are inspiring to those who represent 
isolated groups of Christians, struggling against odds 
at home. Codperation is a direct outgrowth of this new 
vision of unity through Christ. There is a joy of 
fellowship that gives them a clearer idea of the inno- 
cent, innate gaiety of Christian life. The social fea- 
tures, including literary programs, parlor games, and 
athletic contests leave a favorable impression. 

Many things happen that make one smile. One 
little lady was found wandering around looking for 
her room. She was completely lost among the many 
doors and corridors of the dormitory. A dear, old 
man left his beloved coffee more than once for fear 
of being late to morning devotions. Another who had 
never been outside of her little village exclaimed upon 
seeing about 350 people in the Lavras church: “My 
dear, I did not dream there was such a large Chris- 
tian church in the world.” 


Perhaps you and I would not think it funny to have 
fifteen motorists drop down on us suddenly at dinner 
time without notice. Some last-minute delegates de- 
cided they could not dare to miss the convention, and 
those in charge of the refectory had enough sense of 
humor to laugh over it. 


The spiritual growth is the most marked of all. 
This is seen not only in the eager, earnest faces to 
whose owners it is an inspiration to speak, but in 
hungry hearts who ask for spiritual food privately. 
They come usually with their Bibles. Souls still in 
darkness seek Light. Some confide their difficulties 
and only ask for sympathy. Others come for prayer. 
All respond to LOVE and a little attention. How 
souls blossom under kindness! 

Those who have experience with growing conven- 
tions realize how much “love with patience” is needed. 
It is paramount at the time of open parliament when 
some one through the Question Box is bound to ask 
about Cain’s wife, the “beast” in Revelation, or even 
if it is Christian for women to cut their hair! Some 
poor, ignorant person, with no access to libraries and 
commentaries or even friends who could help, may be 
perfectly sincere. Some are too timid to ask outright. 
There is the temptation to laugh always. A patient, 
loving explanation may take up precious minutes, but 
is tremendously worth while. Yes, a spirit of love is 
one of the requisites of a successful, growing laymen’s 
convention, and I believe ours through the years has 
not been found wanting. “God has given to all men 
something good, and left something wanting, that each 
by giving and receiving may live in friendship with his 
neighbor. It is the part of wisdom, therefore, to know 
what others have which we have not, and what we 
have that others need. Then the commerce of the mind 
begins.” 


MISSIONARY DEPARTURES 
Mexico—Miss Alice McClelland. 
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Some of the 1934 delegates to the Laymen’s Convention in Lavras, East Brazil Mission. 


Thirteen Years of Layman’s Conventions 
in East Brazil Mission 


By MRS. J. M. SYDENSTRICKER, Campo Bello, E. de Minas, Brazil 


PORTFOLIO yellow with age lies before me. 

Circulars and programs of the years, old cor- 

respondence, all tell interesting stories. Letters 
from beloved leaders like Dr. Erasmo Braga, Rev. 
Constancio Omegna (converted Jesuit and a power 
for God), and notes in the familiar handwriting of 
our dear Dr. Gammon, these bring a wave of home- 
sickness over the soul. All three have been called to 
higher service. 

Our very first Laymen’s Conference was held in 
Lavras, February 1-5, 1922. This was soon after a 
direct daily train from Rio had been installed. We 
were living on the school campus where the meetings 
were held, so I shall never forget them. Besides our 
little boy’s birthday came on the fourth—a woman’s 
way of remembering! 

In 1923, there were two conventions, in January and 
December, respectively. For years these conventions 
were put on in the summer time in Lavras. It was 
also the rainy season, and that made travel difficult 
for representatives at large, so we tried another plan. 
District institutes were then held in mission territory; 
sometimes three in one year. “If Mahomet will not go 
to the mountain, one must take the mountain to Ma- 
homet.” It takes a while for a new idea to be un- 
derstood and become popular. These district institutes, 
however, showed the Christians the necessity of a 
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strong, educated leadership and were of great value 
to the local churches. Special evangelistic services 
were held at night. Sometimes they were put on in 
churches of the presbytery which gave its friendly co- 
operation. I recall going with Mr. Hunnicutt to the 
state capital for such meetings in 1928. 

Let it be said that the idea and inspiration for these 
conventions were given us by the South Brazil Mis- 
sion of the Northern Presbyterian Church, who are 
just seven years ahead of us in this undertaking. Like- 
wise we have passed on the idea to others and, among 
these, a sister mission. 

In 1930 a plan of a central conference in Lavras 
was resumed and has been continued ever since. A 
much fuller program is now put on in comparison to 
those of earlier days which included mostly Bible 
study, Sunday-school work, singing of hymns, and 
methods of evangelization. Even so the present-day 
delegates ask for more—more subjects, more days. 

A great debt of gratitude is due the missionaries in 
Lavras, who graciously give the majority of their mid- 
year holidays in preparation for and entertainment 
of the convention. In the early years Mr. Hunni- 
cutt probably gave more time and effort to this work 
than any of our number. Dr. Gammon’s clear vision 
of the possibilities of such an Institute still lingers 
with us, as we see the fulfilment of prophecy. 
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From a small beginning of an average of about 
twenty-five at the sessions, we now have over a hun- 
dred attending. Last year the records showed over 
ninety who took the trouble to register. Many visitors 
who attended only a few sessions did not feel qualified 
to sign. From no women delegates at all the first 
three years or more, we now have about forty. Every 
year the number of outside representatives increases. 
But better than increase in numbers is the marked 
progress in the quality of the persons who attend. This 
was especially noticeable in our June convention. The 
representations have more and more brought the key- 
people, those who had responsible places back home 
in both church and town. Yes, it has grown, attract- 
ing mostly the young people of our congregations. As 
one of our co-workers said: ‘The emphasis now has 
shifted from the missionaries to the nationals. No 
one needs to be cajoled to come.” 

That the delegates are genuinely interested and take 
the courses seriously is not to be doubted. Often they 
ask members of the faculty to repeat something outside 
cf class or permission to copy a quotation, etc.’ Armed 
with notebook and pencil, most of them take detailed 
notes, so as to give a careful report in the home church 
and use profitable suggestions later. Many write of 
how they are immediately putting into practice all the 
things learned. Often the subjects that compose the 
program are suggested by the delegates themselves, 
showing that they are awake to the problems and cur- 
rents of the day. 

One cannot help being impressed by the spirit of 
confidence shown by the Brazilians in those who put 
on the conference. It is beautiful to see the affection 
and gratitude expressed for those, who, though of an- 
other nation, have been used of God to bring souls 
to Christ in Brazil. These things are especially preci- 
ous when in so many places rampant nationalism 
makes against missionary work. 


Echoes of the convention are always enlightening. 
One evangelist says: “Since the June conference I 
have visited all the points in my field that sent dele- 
gates—400 miles by Ford and seventy-two on horse- 
back. Enthusiasm runs high, more than ever before. 
The church is talking of chartering a car on the rail- 
road next year for the delegates from there. We cannot 
imagine how much the days spent in these conferences 
mean to the majority of the delegates. The desire is 
for more days there. One who attended for the first 
time this vear got a new vision of Christian life and 
service and laments that he has not more education, 
that he might get more out of the classes. He learned 
to read some after he was married and had come to 
know the gospel.” 

One fine old gentleman on returning home was heard 
to exclaim: “Son, I forgot all about you here at home 
during those days. I forgot that I was an old man 


with a large family and a farm. It was just like 
heaven.” 


All are especially delighted with the happy Christian 
fellowship. As one remarked, “it is a novelty to unite 
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The 
large numbers are inspiring to those who represent 
isolated groups of Christians, struggling against odds 
at home. Codperation is a direct outgrowth of this new 


with so many people who think ‘Protestant.’ ” 


vision of unity through Christ. There is a joy of 
fellowship that gives them a clearer idea of the inno- 
cent, innate gaiety of Christian life. The social fea- 
tures, including literary programs, parlor games, and 
athletic contests leave a favorable impression. 

Many things happen that make one smile. One 
little lady was found wandering around looking for 
her room. She was completely lost among the many 
doors and corridors of the dormitory. A dear, old 
man left his beloved coffee more than once for fear 
of being late to morning devotions. Another who had 
never been outside of her little village exclaimed upon 
seeing about 350 people in the Lavras church: “My 
dear, I did not dream there was such a large Chris- 
tian church in the world.” 


Perhaps you and I would not think it funny to have 
fifteen motorists drop down on us suddenly at dinner 
time without notice. Some last-minute delegates de- 
cided they could not dare to miss the convention, and 
those in charge of the refectory had enough sense of 
humor to laugh over it. 


The spiritual growth is the most marked of all. 
This is seen not only in the eager, earnest faces to 
whose owners it is an inspiration to speak, but in 
hungry hearts who ask for spiritual food privately. 
They come usually with their Bibles. Souls still in 
darkness seek Light. Some confide their difficulties 
and only ask for sympathy. Others come for prayer. 
All respond to LOVE and a little attention. How 
souls blossom under kindness! 

Those who have experience with growing conven- 
tions realize how much “love with patience” is needed. 
It is paramount at the time of open parliament when 
some one through the Question Box is bound to ask 
about Cain’s wife, the “beast” in Revelation, or even 
if it is Christian for women to cut their hair! Some 
poor, ignorant person, with no access to libraries and 
commentaries or even friends who could help, may be 
perfectly sincere. Some are too timid to ask outright. 
There is the temptation to laugh always. A patient, 
loving explanation may take up precious minutes, but 
is tremendously worth while. Yes, a spirit of love is 
one of the requisites of a successful, growing laymen’s 
convention, and I believe ours through the years has 
not been found wanting. ‘God has given to all men 
something good, and left something wanting, that each 
by giving and receiving may live in friendship with his 
neighbor. It is the part of wisdom, therefore, to know 
what others have which we have not, and what we 
have that others need. Then the commerce of the mind 
begins.” 


MISSIONARY DEPARTURES 
Mexico—Miss Alice McClelland. 

































































Women who attended the Laymen’s Institute at Lavras, Minas, Brazil. 


The 1934 Layman’s Institute of the 
East Brazil Mission 


By GENEVIEVE MARCHANT, Tres Coracoes, Minas, Brazil 


HE work of reaching the unevangelized—so diffi- 
cult because of great distances to be covered, in- 
adequate means of travel, a very limited number 

of evangelists, and still more limited funds to expend 
on the work, in addition to the spiritual difficulties—is, 
nevertheless, recognized as only a part of the great 
task which has been entrusted to us—the most essential 
part, and never for one instant to be lost sight of in 
our planning, but still a part. 


Another part, scarcely less necessary or less difficult, 
is the training of national workers who will do their 
part in bringing men under the dominion of Christ. 

The Institute for Lay Workers, begun by the East 
Brazil Mission in 1922, has passed from the status of 
an experiment to an established institution, anticipated 
eagerly by all who have ever had a part in it; and 
enjoyed in retrospect by those happy folk who could 
attend it. 

The Institute in 1934 was considered the best ever 
held—in numbers, in the superior quality of the dele- 
gates, and in the deep interest and fine spiritual reac- 
tion to the various subjects presented. 

The territory of our Mission is roughly divided into 
the west section, under the care of Mr. Sydenstricker, 
with such help as Dr. Baker can give (apart from his 
heavy duties and responsibilities as head of the Lavras 
schools), and two paid lay evangelists; and the south 
section where Mr. Davis carries on, assisted by two 
full-time and one part-time paid workers. 

Heretofore the West carried off the palm of attend- 
ance at the Institute, but this year the South suddenly 
came to the front with the largest attendance it has 
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ever had, and how jubilant the southern delegates 
were! 

This year was especially noteworthy by reason of the 
unusually large number of fine women in attendance. 
Tradition has not favored the idea of Brazilian women 
leaving their homes—but tradition is being broken, in 
Brazil as elsewhere. The age of the women ranged 
from the “teen-age” girls to Grandmother Ernestina, 
age seventy-two, who, just three years ago was released 
from rank idolatry to the service of the Living Christ; 
not to mention Dona Maria Portuguesa, the heroine of 
more than one sketch published in the annals of our 
home church, who never missed a session, and who 
claims eighty-two summers, confirmed by her snowy 
hair. 

Devotionals which lifted us nearer to God in the 
beginning of the day; Bible studies in Ephesians, open- 
ing our eyes anew to the beauty of the “heavenly places 
in Christ Jesus’; Sunday-school Methods; Personal 
Evangelism, Women’s Work, and Home Ideals,-—these 
were our subjects. One thing impressed the leaders 
in an unusual way this year. Before the Institute, 
very little opportunity was had for consultation, and 
all were exceedingly busy, but because they were all 
depending upon the Spirit’s guidance, every part of 
the program fitted together to make a somewhat com- 
plete whole. Again and again, the same line of thought 
was seen running like a silver thread through the 
whole. Such an experience is vastly comforting to busy 
workers. 

Not only did the delegates enjoy the classroom sub- 
jects and the Round-Table discussions at the close of 
the day, when each one could present his individual 
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difficulties with the hope of finding a solution through 
the experience of others, but perhaps even more help- 
ful and inspiring were the fellowship out of class, 
the meeting of believers from fifteen different congre- 
gations, the sense of being lifted out of one’s little 
vale and climbing a mountain to get inspiration from 
a broader outlook—these are the experiences that cause 
one to grow spiritually, even in four short days. 

There was fun, too—innocent fun—games of volley 
ball in the afternoon, a social hour one night, offered 
to the delegates by the Young People’s Association of 
the Lavras Church, and the laughter through the day 
that comes spontaneously to the lips of light-hearted 
young people. For instance, this: One thoughtful 
young person put into the Question Box.a question that 
brought before us one of our most serious problems 
with the young people, “Should an evangelical girl 
marry a non-evangelical man?” After all the dangers 
had been plainly set forth, one young man brought 
out a hearty laugh when he said loudly and clearly: 
“I think she should, for one married me, and now I 
am an evangelical, too.” 
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The closing devotional, in the quiet of the Sabbath 
afternoon, in the Charlotte Kemper building which is 
loved by all, was beautifully conducted by our newest 
missionary, and seemed to bring to a head the whole 
experience. “He goeth before you into Galilee, [the 
place you came from, where your work is] there shall 
ye see him: lo, I have told you.” 

The delegate from Oliveria, where the gospel seed 
has seemed to fall so largely—but praise His Name, 
not entirely—on stony ground, trying to express, in his 
simple way, his enjoyment of the Institute, said, “This 
is the greatest glory I ever had in my life.” 

Best of all have been the letters which have come 
back to us, telling of a Sunday school revived; an 
auxiliary moving forward; a man planning to stay at 
home with the children next year so that his wife may 
get the benefit of the talks on Home Ideals; a general 
effect of new life, reconsecration, and activity in the 
church work, of plans being made and money laid aside 
to send an even larger delegation next year. 





Echoes from Afar 


By MRS. E. E, LANE, Patrocinio, E. de Minas, Brazil 
A S A little child, one of my chief delights on my 


grandmother’s old farm in Virginia was hearing 

the clear echo of my voice return to me in the 
big back yard from “Baru Hill.” I still love echoes, 
especially are those from conferences at Montreat and 
Massanetta ever an inspiration and guide to us so far 
away, as they come to us in letters, The Presbyterian 
Survey and Christian Observer. 

Trusting that somebody else delights in Echoes from 
Afar, I am sending you some in the most informal man- 
ner from the Annual Sunday-School Conference at 
.Patrocinio, Minas, Brazil. 

On the dusty afternoon before the opening night, as 
delegates arrived from all directions, little John Lane’s 
name for the meeting “Kin-vention” seemed most ap- 
propriate—for such a meeting, such a greeting of kindred 
spirits can’t be described in mere words. To those 
who were attending for the first time, it was a revela- 
tion. To the second year-ers, it was a consummation 
of a year’s anticipation of renewed joy and fellowship. 

The Conference motto, the hymns, choruses, and 
Bible Study, as well as the methods classes, all cen- 
tered around the theme, “Prepare to Serve.” 

The delegates themselves ranged in age from a six- 
weeks-old baby to a past-middle-aged matron who does 
not know how to read; and, likewise, in the things 
of the spirit there were all types, from “babes in 
Christ’—a girl who last year at this time was at- 
tending a big Catholic fiesta—to old, experienced mis- 
slonaries. 

In between these extremes were many dedicated young 
people, efficient Brazilian leaders, life-long tithers, and 
those eager to prepare themselves better to serve the 


Master they love and for whom they have given up 
all. 

One of the most helpful and practical courses was 
on the Ten Commandments, given by a Brazilian 
leader, Senhor Noe Wey (Mr. Noah, not Moses!). I 


- am sure many an American audience would have smiled 


or called us Mid-Victorian or by some such antiquated 
title, had it listened in at that hour. But we who see 
the results of the alteration of the Decalogue by the 
Roman Catholic Church in the lives of thousands 
around us every day; realize anew the importance of 
giving just such instruction to our Christians on God’s 
Law as it is in his Book. 

‘You might be interested to know that having heavy 
Sunday dinners, necessitating somebody’s working hard 
on the Sabbath day, was condemned under the Fourth 
Commandment, and that one little woman, illiterate as 
to books, but of the educated heart, said she was often 
lonely on Sunday out in the country so far from any 
fellow Christians, and wished she knew how to read 
that she might spend the day studying the Bible, but 
she never lay down to sleep because she was sure 
“Remember the Sabbath Day doesn’t mean sleep it 
away.” 

Immoral films at the cinema were condemned under 
the Seventh Commandment; and buying without means 
of paying was discountenanced as a way of breaking 
the Eighth Commandment. 

In the morning Bible Hour, Dr. George Hurst taught 
“Calls to Service in Biblical Times,” and impressed on 
everyone the dignity, responsibility, and privilege of 
being called to serve. In the kindergarten demonstra- 
tion hour of the D. V. B. S. work, little five-year-old 
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Patrocinio Convention. June, 1924. 


David Lee Williamson, Jr., responding to Mrs. Syden- 
stricker’s question if God speaks to us, clinched the 
morning lesson in a way none of those present will 
soon forget, as in his radiant, childish way he said, 
“Oh, yes, God speaks to us, but we don’t hear him.” 

Since the leaders have returned to their churches 
and congregations, we have heard some echoes our- 
selves. I re-echo them to you: 

One dear old lady who had a Sunday school on her 
farm and has been what we felt an outstanding Chris- 
tian said, “I realize I have never been truly converted 
until attending the Conference.” 

After Mrs. Sydenstricker’s Sunday afternoon Bible 
hour, teaching both men and women how to study the 
Bible, any book of the Bible, by him or herself, there 
were many very gratifying responses and many illumi- 
nated faces showing that they had understood, and 
later they openly declared that now they can study the 
Bible for themselves. 

The mother of one of the boys of the local church 
said she and her family had greatly benefited from 
the Conference, for this boy had returned to his humble, 
little home each night and repeated the day’s teachings 
to his family. 


Dr. Lane, in his after the Conference visits to out- 
stations, has found that where heretofore heavy, hot 
Sunday dinners were served, tea and sandwiches had 
been substituted. 

The leader who represented the most aristocratic con- 
gregation, himself a well educated, outstanding man, 
had been an inveterate smoker. During the Confer- 
ence, he one day asked the prayers of all present that 
he might be helped in giving up this vice. He stopped 
that very day and has not broken over since. When 
he returned to his church of politicians and the higher 
social class, and so succeeded in awakening them to 
their lack of consecration and zeal for the Master’s 
cause that he had the whole congregation on its knees, 
all of us felt that was a triumph. 


All during the year we shall be having gratifying 
results of that week’s work and looking forward with 
the leaders and workers throughout this big territory 
to the next year’s Conference. Many of the delegates, 
as they told us farewell, giving those of us who stayed 
a real Christian embrace, said, “Até outro anno” 
(until next year). 





The Evangelistic Work of the North Brazil 


Presbyterian Mission 
By LANGDON M. HENDERLITE, Caruaru, Pernambuco, Brazil 


F YOU will dust off your maps of South America 
and concentrate on the greatest part of that map, 
you will get an idea of the size of oar North Brazil 

Evangelistic Field. Beginning with the state of 
Alagoas, north of the Sao Francisco River, and going 
all the way up to Para and including the great Amazon 
basin, and west from Alagoas and Pernambuco and 
all the states north to the foothills of the Andes, lies 
the region for which this North Brazil Mission is 
theoretically responsible. Much of this region is still 
unexplored and still more, though already explored, 
is not inhabited except by Indian tribes. 


However, our actual field of labor is much smaller, 
though we hope some day to report work in all its 
vastness. At present the North Brazil Mission is 
working in the states of Pernambuco and Parahyba 
and planning to begin work in the state of Rio Grande 
do Norte. 

The gospel has been preached in the north of Brazil 
for a little over fifty years. Our early missionaries 
preached in coast towns, and there were organized 
congregations and churches in all the coast towns, even 
up to Manaos on the Amazon. Owing to the small 
number of missionaries, only this much could be done. 
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However, the work grew, and soon the coast town 
churches became self-supporting and the Brazilian Gen- 
eral Assembly was organized, all these churches of the 
north coming under the jurisdiction of its great Synod 
of the North. The growth of the native church con- 
tinues, but she cannot care for the great reaches of 
interior lying to the west of her, and this has become 
the field for the missionaries. Three years ago there 
were about 250 towns in this interior of the states of 
Pernambuco, Parahyba, and Rio Grande do Norte, 
where the gospel had never been preached, and today, 
after three years of intensive evangelistic work in two 
of these states, we have a prospering work, with many 
congregations served by one full-time evangelistic mis- 
sionary and five native evangelists. 

Our method of work is to divide the entire field 
into smaller fields, placing a native evangelist in resi- 
dence at strategetic centers, from which he may radiate 
into the surrounding country. These fields are super- 
vised regularly by the full-time evangelistic missionary 
who superintends the work. 

Thus our first strategic center is Triunfo in the state 
of Pernambuco, where three years ago there was no 
work of any kind. Today we have a fine congrega- 
tion in the town, with eight other congregations in 
the surrounding villages and country, having an en- 
rolled adult membership of one hundred and sixty- 
five. All of these congregations have flourishing Sun- 
day schools, one of them numbering over seventy en- 
rolled scholars. The entire field of Triunfo is grow- 
ing fast and there are large numbers of enquirers. 


Our second strategic center is Afogados de Ingazeria. 
The gospel was preached in this town for the first 
time three years ago by one of our native evangelists, 
and today the believers own their own chapel. There 
are seven congregations and preaching points attached 
to this field, with a membership of about one hundred 
and fifty. All of these congregations have their own 
Sunday schools which meet every Sunday morning. 
Here in this particular field the work has been much 
blessed. The town has been known for years for its 
killings. Most of the outlaws of the interior orig- 
inally were nurtured in Afogados. Almost every man 
has a killing to his credit. Several of our members are 
men who have had such a record. 


Our third strategic center and residence is Alagoa 
de Baixo and Monteiro. We have been working in 
this field for about a year, and the work has devel- 
oped very quickly. It is now the rail-head for the 
far interior, and will be an important future center. 
The rented hall is proving too small to house the grow- 
ing membership and the many inquirers. The total 
enrolled membership is one hundred and ninety-eight 
adults, counting in the five surrounding congregations 
and preaching points. The congregation of Monteiro 
is already planning to build their own chapel and 
secure a full-time pastor on a self-supporting basis. 
Two months ago the native evangelists with some of 
the believers of Monteiro opened a new work in the 
village of Boivelho, and are now undergoing serious 
persecutions by the local commandant. Two of our 
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men, members of Monteiro, with their wives moved 
to Boivelho to begin the work. They rented a house 
and began holding prayer meeting and preaching serv- 
ices. The commandant, who is a strong Romanist, 
ordered them to stop singing hymns and preaching. 
Though they were within their legal rights and the 
government guarantees freedom of worship, the com- 
mandant threw both couples in jail, and the follow- 
ing morning they were ordered to clean up the local 
Catholic Church. We have taken the matter up with 
the government of Parahyba and the commandant has 
been dismissed or rather transferred to another dis- 
trict. However, in spite of this opposition, the work 
is continuing enthusiastically. 

Our fourth strategic center is Pombal in the neigh- 
boring state of Parahyba. This is our northernmost 
field at present. The work has been prospering amaz- 
ingly under the leadership of our native evangelist, 
Senhor José Martins Ferreira,* who, when converted. 
could neither read nor write, but whose wife taught 
him, using the New Testament as her textbook. The 
enrolled membership totals two hundred and seventy, 
and last month there were added seventy more new 
members, making a total of three hundred and forty. 
The believers have built and own their own church, 
the building of which is a great story of self-denial 
and persistence, the work being done by the men and 
women. This field has twelve congregations and 
preaching points which are visited by the resident 
worker. 


Our last strategic center is Sao Joaquim and 
Bonito nearer the coast and within the sugar belt. 
This field was opened the later part of last year. Due 
to the extra heavy rains this season, nothing much has 
been done outside of the city of Sao Joaquim. The 
roads are practically impassable and the mules sink 
to their bellies in mud. We have at present fourteen 
enrolled members and some enquirers. There are sev- 
eral large towns close by in which we hope to open 
work in the near future. We are looking for another 
great blessing in this very promising field. 


The above is the evangelistic work of the North 
Brazil Mission, in charge of the one and only full- 
time evangelistic missionary and his five native helpers. 
However, it is not the only evangelistic work done. 
Dr. Taylor and Mr. Neville, of our Garanhuns station, 
have opened a good field in the towns and country sur- 
rounding Garanhuns. With the Mission Ford car these 
two visit these towns and villages every Sunday, doing 
a great work. 


The congregations already established are doing very 
well financially. It has been our policy from the very 
beginning to instruct in the privilege and duty of giv- 
ing. Most of these congregations, the main ones, are 
now paying for all their local expenses and also help- 
ing us a little in opening new work. We now pay 
only the evangelists’ salaries and some of their travel- 
ing expenses. 

We wish to express our gratitude to God for all his 


*A letter from Senhor José Martins Ferreira is published on 
another page. 
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manifold blessings upon the evangelistic work of the 
Mission, and to express our thanks to these five native 
evangelists and their families who have worked so un- 
tiringly for its growth and progress. The Holy Spirit 
of God has blessed us greatly. We acknowledge that 
all the results accomplished have been due entirely 
to the hand of God. 






November, 1934 


And finally we would express our gratitude to those 
friends who have assumed the support of these native 
evangelists, and to all of our friends who have been 
praying and contributing to this work. We would have 
these friends feel that God has blessed us in a great 
measure because of their interest, prayers, and support. 








The Fruits of a Few Days Work 


(A letter to Rev. L. M. Henderlite from a native Brazilian Evangelist, translated by Mr. Henderlite.) 


Dear Dr. LANGDON: 

“Go,” is the order of the Divine Master, “Teach, 
baptize, make disciples.” 

How our Lord sought the happiness of sinners! He 
had died and risen again. His work was complete. 
However, he wished to give further proof of his love 
for sinners. Before leaving this world he gathered his 
disciples and said, “Go. . . teach.” 

So, in obedience to his command and your plans, 
Rev. Dr, Almeida and I visited the Parahyba Interior 
Field where we now have the Imburaninha and 
Bethania churches. 

We left Recife on the 27th of June and arrived in 
Pombal on the 28th, after travelling all the time in an 
automobile. We here began our work, Dr. Almeida 
preaching that same night. His message, in St. Paul’s 
words, was “a two-edged sword,” penetrating the hearts 
of all those who heard the message. The following day 
at noon we travelled to Gynipapo, the small congre- 
gation six kilometers away. During the services there 
we received four minors by baptism and one adult lady. 
That same night we returned to Pombal where the 
brethren were preparing for the reception of candidates 
for baptism and profession. Before the sermon that 
night we received eleven persons; six adults and five 
minors. All these new members came to us from 
Romanism. 

Being pressed for time we resolved to travel that 
same night to the congregation of Imburaninha. One 
of the brethren was awaiting us after the service with 
the horses saddled. We left at 9:30 P. M. The 
newly-elected elder, Mr. Paulo Martins, accompanied 
us. The moonlight was clear and the horses were fresh 
and easy-gaited. So with excellent moonlight and easy 
riding and the good stories told by the elder, we 
quickly arrived at our destination. At midnight we 
were knocking at the door of our brother, Mr. Joao 
Dantas, who received us joyfully. 


Here we remained Saturday and Sunday, the 30th 
of June and the Ist of July. This place used to 
be named “Formiga” (Ants) but after the church 
was organized the name was changed to “Imbura- 
ninha.” In spite of this change one notes in the peo- 
ple some characteristics of the ant. When a slight 
noise is made around an ant hill, the ants rush out in 
all directions in such great numbers that they cover 
the ground all around the ant hill. Likewise, after 
the first sermon was preached on Saturday, our church, 
though large, could hardly accommodate the great num- 
ber of people who came to the Sunday services. The 
roads and paths overflowed with believers and unbe- 
lievers who were coming to the House of the Lord. 
It was a fine sight. 

Here again the Lord confirmed what he had said 
on another occasion: “My word shall not return unto 
me void.” During the evening we received twenty- 
four members by baptism and profession. It was a 
small Pentecost. 

After Dr. Almeida had preached a comforting ser- 
mon and the Lord’s Supper had been celebrated, we 
continued our journey that same night to Riacho das 
Pedras, twelve kilometers distant. The following morn- 
ing, July 2, we continued to Bethania, thirty-eight 
kilometers away. 

We left our brethren the following day, returning 
to Riacho das Pedras, where we were to conclude our 
work. Here Dr. Almeida preached once again and 
we received four children of believers by baptism. 

There were united to our main congregations of 
Bethania and Imburaninha seventy new members— 
twenty-nine adults and forty-one minors. May the 
Lord ratify in heaven what his servants have done on 
earth, that all may concur for the good of them who 
love him and for the glory of his holy name. Amen. 

Sincerely yours in our Lord’s service, 
Jose MARTINS FERREIRA. 
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Increase for six months 
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“No Dogs Allowed” 


By EDWARD E. LANE, 
Patrocinio, E. de Minas, Brazil 


S THE missionary entered the palm-covered hut, 
A hat in hand, he read the unusual sign, “No 

dogs allowed during worship. Please do not 
tie your horses to the house or to the cross.” “Surely,” 
thought the missionary, “the beauty of holiness has 
begun to work in this place.” The walls of the re- 
cently constructed ‘“‘chapel” were of bamboo sticks, and 
a frisky horse tied to such a wall could easily pull it 
down, and had you preached against the distractions 
that dozens of dogs can and do produce, you could 
understand the necessity of an order against them, and 
a dog-proof wicket gate to shut them out. Besides 
these menaces to orderly worship in a Brazilian coun- 
try congregation, there are slanderous tongues that 
carry the news that Protestants are desecrators of sacred 
places. A cross in Brazil is to many an object of 
worship, and one had long been placed in front of 
the spot where now stands the Presbyterian Church, 
possibly in memory of someone who had been murdered, 
or who had died suddenly. The departed soul, not 
having any candle to light its way—to purgatory, 
should at least have a cross to its memory. Prudence 
dictated that prejudices should not be unduly stirred, 
and hence the warning, “Do not tie to the cross.” 


In the neighborhood of that little church, along the 
lake, are about forty families, thirty-eight of which 
the Protestant minister can visit, and find interested 
souls. The leader of the congregation is Sr. Manoel 
de Mello, who was baptized and received into the 
church more than twenty years ago by Rev. Charles 
Morton, one of our martyred missionaries. A life-long 
tither, a brave Protestant, when there was no other in 
the neighborhood, and a Sabbath keeper, Sr. Manoel 
has in his later years given himself to the building 
up of a strong country congregation in his section. 
He has guaranteed the support of an evangelist for 
the congregation, and is urging the believers to help—- 
some with food, some with clothes, some with a horse, 
and others with money, giving the new congregation 
valuable training in self-support. 


Sr. Manoel is a most interesting, practical, heart- 
satisfying kind of Christian and friend. He was most 
radiant on the day that the “chapel” was dedicated, 
and explained the construction thus, “It is made of 
bamboos because they are green and living, and green 
stands for hope, something we have much of in our 


congregation. Some day the bamboo ranch will make 
way for a building worthy of the name of a church.” 
His word is law in the neighborhood, and his advice 
is very practical, as for example: “If you have a 
clock, come on time to church, if you do not have one, 
come early.’ ; 

The Sunday of the missionary’s visit eight persons 
Were received on profession of ‘faith, nearly all heads 
of families. One of the candidates had been a criminal 
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A Cross in Brazil. Notice the superimposed instruments 
of the crucifixion—ladder, spears, pincers, hammer, 
nails, inscription, and the cock that crew.. 


in jail, and had there begun to read the New Testa- 
ment, which set his feet on a new path and gave him 
hope of better days. 


Surely you would have smiled, had you attended 
the communion class. What kind of advice do you 
think a pastor should give the candidates under such 
circumstances? Well here are some of the questions 
asked and some of the advice given the new members: 


“A Smith and Wesson is not proper equipment for 
attending services. Your Bible is all you need.” 
“Do not save Sunday for the cutting of your hair. 
It is the Lord’s day and not yours. He wants a sev- 
enth part of your time.” 


“Are you legally married?” 


“Your wife is not your servant. She is your com- 
panion. Take her into your confidence, and above all 
do not get angry and leave the house in a fit of temper. 
Pray the difficulty out with her and she with you.” 


“Do not avail yourself of your credit. Live within 
your income. Credit is only for emergencies, and the 
less used the better.” 
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“Be direct in your business. If you have a pig to 
sell, set the price and stick to it. Let your ‘Yea’ be 
‘Yea,’ and your ‘Nay’ be ‘Nay’.” 


antes your eyes oun senaal prayer. ad 


After the puufessions of faith came the iaiilinn of 
sixteen children. It is no small undertaking to get 
sixteen names attached to the proper children. One 
child was unnamed when the ceremony started, so 
when the pastor got to him there was a halt. The 
father was deep in his devotions. His eyes were 
closed. The mother was more alert and said in a 
loud voice, “What name are you going to give this 
child?” He replied, “Name him yourself” (eves still 














A Presbyterian Church 
in Brazil. 








unopened). ‘Will José do?” “Yes, it will do,” the 
father said, and so José was baptized. 

And all those fathers and mothers promised to teach 
their children to read the Bible, and to set a good ex- 
ample, and to heed the admonitions of the pastor as 
to the life they should live. No wonder the illiteracy 
of the Protestant congregations has dropped to some- 
where around ten per cent as contrasted with seventy 
per cent among the masses of the Roman Catholic 
Church. 

So the sun went down on a glcrious Sabbath for 
that little church in the far-away interior of Brazil, 
a little oasis that God had planted in the vast desert 
of paganism. 









for some years in an adapted dwelling house, 
which had become unsuitable (due to its size), 
and inconvenient (due to its location). For many 
months we had been persecuted by having missiles 
thrown in the windows. On one occasion, the pastor, 
stepping backward, to illustrate some point, fortunately 
escaped the missile that was thrown by the enemy of 
the gospel. 
For a long time there was growing up in the church 
a desire to move away from this location and erect 
a building set back sufficiently from the street so as 
to give us some protection. By a strange coincidence, 
though not strange to divine Providence, an excellent 
location and the means to buy it appeared. One good 
member decided that she wished to give in one sum a 
sufficient amount to buy a lot, and we joyfully re- 
ceived this most excellent gift. A most desirable 


7 * congregation of Paranahyba had worshipped 
























































corner lot was offered for sale, and this lot was of 


Carmo do Paranahyba Builds a New Church 


By J. K. JOHNSTON, Carmo do Paranahyba, E. de Minas, Brazil 














New Church and Sunday-school Building at 
Carmo do Paranahyba. 
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just the size so that in the process of time we could 
build the church, Sunday-school plant, and manse 
upon. : 

The way having been made clear, we resolved to 
undertake the construction of a building which would 
serve as a church (temporarily) and Sunday-school 
building. In the meetings which were held to perfect 
the plans, a set of rules were drawn up which greatly 
helped the work. These rules are, perhaps, of inter- 
est and should be used universally. Let me repeat them. 


1. That the church should not be burdened with 
debt, hence we would build what we could pay for with- 
out owing a penny. 

2. That the members should all take part. 

3. That members of the church who were masons 
and carpenters be in charge of the work and, so far as 
was possible, the professing members of the church 
should be employed. 

4. That all workmen be employed at the regular 
work-wage scale, but that all members be requested to 
give a tithe of all that they earned in the work. 

5. That all members of the church who were crafts- 
mer should be expected to work for the church, but 
if other employment offered, they were released for this 
work. 


The last rule was made so that all might feel free 
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to accept other work whenever possible and help 
financially. Work has been very scarce here, and in 
the construction we wished to help out those who 
were encountering difficulties. 

All the material was bought by the workmen who 
knew the value of such things, and during the nine 
months there never was the least friction. Today we 
have a fine building which will serve us for quite a 
time, but, better still, we have a church which has 
discovered a new meaning in unity and brotherly love. 
We have taught many to be tithers who are joyfully 
continuing in this duty and grace. We have seen our 
Sunday-school attendance increase 100 per cent. We 
have built a house to the glory of God, and we have 
no debt to hang over us and dampen our enthusiasm. 


Finishing the main building, which is 20 meters 
by 9 meters, we built a small house 8 meters by 5 for 
the primaries and beginners. Now we have all that 
finished, and we are sitting in new comfortable pews, 
but we are ready to get up for—what next? 

Not only has the church built a house but the Spirit 
has brought us many others to work with us, and we 
have had more than twenty persons make profession 
of their faith since January. 





Widening Doors in the Varginha Field 


By A. L. DAVIS, Varginha. Minas, Brazil 














Rally Day, April 15, 1934, Varginha, East Brazil Mission, 
attendance 235. Average attendance 100. The school 
functions in three departments, primary, intermediate and 
senior. 


TRIP of twelve days, in which I traveled ap- 
A proximately three hundred miles in my Ford and 

fifty more on horseback over roads that no car 
could pass, took me over about one-third of my field. 
After returning from this trip and resting a few days, 
I was off again to another part of the field going to 
Places that have never had a visit from a Protestant 
minister. 

Interestetd persons in these new places were await- 
ing me and preparing the way for the preaching of 
the Word. This trip was more than a hundred miles 
from Varginha, the home base, in directly the opposite 
direction from that of the other trip referred to. I 














Senhor José, age 92, last year walked six miles to church 
and made his profession of faith. He attends a branch 
Sunday School which is followed by a preaching service. 
Since his profession of faith has not missed a Sunday. 
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planned to cover another third of my field before the 
heavy rains set in, and thus complete my “circuit.” 
I could preach every day in the month to different 
congregations in my field, and then I doubt if I would 
get around to all the points that are already open, 
to say nothing of new places that ought to be entered. 

It is most gratifying to see how the gospel is spread- 
ing out into the country among the farmers and stock 
raisers. On my last trip, I preached in several farm 
houses to the farmer’s family and near neighbors who 
had been invited in to attend the service. This phase 
of the work is by no means new in the work as a 
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whole, but here in this field it is taking on an impulse 
that is most gratifying. The joy and satisfaction that 
these “sons of the soil” manifest upon the visit of the 
missionary are quite touching. About a month ago it 
was my pleasure to preach in a country church that 
has a membership of over three hundred and is the 
mother of several other churches and congregations 
near by. It has its resident pastor. 

The accompanying snapshots speak eloquently of the 
growth of the work. 

“Pray ye the Lord of the harvest” for “the fields 
are white.” 





All Aboard for Old U. 5S. A. 


By PLUMER SMITH, Mutoto, Congo Belge, Africa 


thirty-five miles away. Aboard were our bag- 

gage and nine passengers. The Tudor came 
later with five passengers. Six Millers, four Smiths, 
and Louise Crane. The latter going home for her last 
year High School. 

While the train doesn’t leave until 11 P. M., baggage 
must be on hand six hours ahead—do not rush your- 
self in Congo. We weighed everything, and tagged it. 
The agent is not an old colonial and our mob seemed 
to confuse him a bit. We had seen a passenger coach 
standing on the side tracks and hoped it might be 
ours. About 5 P. M. our friend had a brain throb, 


A T 2 P. M. the truck left Mutoto for the station 


“By the by, there’s your coach, I’ll call your boy and 


have him fix the beds.” He called the native, gave 
him the keys, and about sundown we were in possession. 
We were given three of the six compartments, and as 
no one else was in the car, we thought we had it all 
to ourselves. At 10 P. M. the train came, and on it 
the John Morrisons. After saying “Howdye” we got 
to bed at 11 P. M. There are places for six beds in 
each compartment, three in tiers. In the daytime, the 
mattresses and bedding are put away, and we have 
six-foot seats facing each other. The compartments 
open on the coridor which runs the length of the car 
on one side. 

About daylight, we were awakened by the Clevelands, 
six strong, getting on our car. We had to get up and 
tell them ‘““Howdye.” So now there were twenty-two 
of us bound for the U. S. A. 

When our train runs we make about tweleve miles 
an hour. We stopped from 11 A. M. till 1 P. M. to 
load lumber, which was being sent away by a Congo 
saw-mill. We run through elephant country, but they 
stay out of sight. Our native boy is about twenty-five 
vears old and is from Rhodesia. He knows neither 
Buluba nor French, so we just jabber away to him 
and he comes and puts the windows down when we 
aren’t watching. We want the fresh air and he doesn’t 
want the dust and smoke to come in. He has a time 
putting the windows down all day long. All Congo 
trains are wood burners and are so pretty at night 
when the sparks fly. 








Rev. and Mrs. Plumer Smith and their two daughters, 
Ruth, age 12, and Bettie, age 8. 


We started with twenty gallons of water, as we were 
told the train water was not boiled. After changing 
trains, but staying in the same coach, we waited from 
5 till 10 P. M. at Tenke, the junction point. The 
Station Master there, is Meneke, a Luebo Boys’ Home 
boy. We were so glad to see each other. He sent a 
boy to show us his home and his wife, who is a Luebo 
Girls’ Home girl. They have two fine little boys. 

We stopped an hour at Dilolo, where we leave the 
Belgian Congo. We passed customs, had our pass- 
ports signed, and gave up our Congo road books that 
we had held for five years. “Any firearms, tobacco, 
whiskey?” “Get on, that will do.” We came ten 
miles to Teixiera de Sousa where we stopped another 
hour for the Portuguese of Angola to inspect, and take 
seventy-eight francs from us. We still had no fire- 
arms or whiskey. We were then on the Elizabethville 
boat train, which makes about twenty miles an hour, 
but we still had our same coach, though another na- 
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tive boy puts the windows down for us and _ tucks 
us in. 

Passing through beautiful scenery, we begin climb 
ing the rocky mountain road. We prepare for Portela— 
such a view down the valley! The Englishman, Robert 
Williams, did himself proud when he built this road. 
It will carry copper to the coast from the Belgian 
Congo. It is only three years old. The sides of the 
cuts miss the windows by a foot, and in many places 
the engineer can see only forty feet ahead of him as 
we swing around the sharp curves. He has a man to 
lean as far out as he can, looking ahead. Soon we 
come to San Pedro, where we leave our big mountain- 
climbing engine, and a cogwheel engine takes its place 
for the ten per cent grade of one mile. 


When the ocean came into sight at Benguela, it 
looked like a plain. For 400 years the Portuguese 
stopped their boats a mile from shore and sent their 
cargo ashore in small surf boats. Robert Williams 
ran his road along the coast fifteen miles to Lobito 
Bay, where there is a fine natural harbor a mile wide 
and three miles long. Now the boats come to Lobito. 
Here we were met by Rev. H. C. McDowell, of the 
Congregational Mission, and taken to the Mission 
Home. This was a happy time. 


We spent a pleasant week with these kind mission- 
aries. Sunday we went to the native service conducted 
in Portuguese, entirely by the natives. I was especially 
impressed with the singing. 

Our boat, the Nyassa, named for the large lake, came 
sailing into the harbor, flags flying and band playing. 
It was a beautiful sight coming along out beyond the 
bathing beach on to the docks a mile farther. As we 
sailed past the Mission House, we waved our handker- 
chiefs and they waved their sheets from the upstairs. 
We were soon out of sight of land. Our boat was 
quite comfortable. The swimming pool on deck, twenty 
by twelve feet, was great spart. 


The fare on the boat was fine. We use 10,000 gal- 
lons of water a day, stop and take cargo at different 
places. When we stop, about 200 natives come along 
in tugs to load the cargo, but although this boat has 
been around Africa, there is not a black man on it. 
At Freetown, while cargo—hemp, palm kernels and 
coal and water—was being loaded, about twelve natives 
came out in small boats and dived for coins. One 
man in a small dugout had on a stovepipe hat, collar 
and tie, and loin cloth. ‘Madam, sixpence, poor black 
man.” He did quite well. He would dive for the 
coin, catch up with it inside of ten feet, put it in his 
mouth, then crawl back into his canoe. 


Our last view of the mainland was Cape Verde. A 
poor chimpanzee on board, broke his chain, and when 
chased made for the highest tree in sight—the mast pole. 
He sat on top and, when asked to come down, refused. 
It was funny to hear him almost talk back in an of- 
fensive tone to anyone who spoke to him. A sailor 
went up with a broom, hoping he would run down 
the rope. He came down about twenty feet, then used 
his chains as a club. ‘Both armies beat a retreat. 
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They tried bananas to tole him down. He ate all they 
sent up, and there he sat. He climbed out onto the 
wireless and sent an S O S to his fellows, maybe talk- 
ing to Messrs. McKee and Stegall. A hook went up 
on the flag cord. He hit it with his chain, but as soon 
as he saw that the chain was caught, he pulled the 
link off the hook. For two hours he was captain of 
the boat, then a link of his chain got caught on the 
hook again, and before he could take it off they pulled 
him down. Before he could jump on anyone, nets 
were thrown over him and he was held fast. 


On board were about 100 birds, cranes, turtles, 
penguins, ostrich, two eland, four seals. One lady in- 
sisted on helping the bird man feed the birds. She 
left the door open and thirty flew away. She just 
walked away for one split second to get some more 
food. The bird man wrote her a letter. I heard it 
was polite, but not such as anybody would call a love 
letter. 

We saw the Pole Star for the first time in five 
years. We could still see the Southern Cross, but by 
another night it was too far down to be seen. 

We were late getting into Southampton on account 
of the fog in the channel, and had to run at half speed, 
blowing the whistle all day. We were towed up to the 
dock and went ashore, then took a tender to meet the 
S. S. New York ten miles down the Solent. In a few 
hours we put off our pilot and were out to sea. 

At Southampton we saw many Model T trucks still 
in use. We took a look at the Berengaria, one of the 
big boats. Stopped at Cherbourg to put off and take 
on passengers from 8 till 9 P. M. When we left we 
tried to put the children to bed. They asked, “Why 
do we have to go to bed before the sun goes down?” 
What could I say? We were having about seventeen 
hours of sun a day, and such long twilight in addi- 
tion. One can still read till 10 P. M. without arti- 
ficial light. Car lights must be turned on at 10 P. M. 
in London. 

We had short rations on the New York, coffee was 
not served in bed at 6 A. M. as they did on the Nyassa. 
But what they had to eat was good. Some new dishes 
we had not known, cherry pan cakes, cold fruit soup, 
pretzels. The boat rode very steady and people were 
not seasick. 

One Saturday a cinema was announced and the 
children had to go. This was the announcement, “Just 
as our chef makes it his business to look after the 
bodily welfare of the passengers entrusted to his care 
and to prepare the choicest dishes representing the tastes 
of many nations, the film manager looks after the 
spiritual welfare of his public.” I came away with 
my ribs still sticking out spiritually. But Sunday, Rev. 
Hoyt Miller preached to us on Enoch and fed our 
souls. His text was “For before his translation, he 
had this testimony, THAT HE PLEASED GOD.” 

And so we reached New York. God has been kind 
to us and may we strive to have this testimony—He 
pleased God. 





















January 1—Rev. Motte Martin, Africa. 
January 1—Rev. A. C. McKinnon, Africa. 
January 1—Miss Margaret Prichard. Korea. 
January 2—Miss Ruth Buckland, Japan. 
January 4—Rev. W. F. McElroy, Africa. 
January 5—Miss Lois Young, China. 
January 5—Mrs. A. C. McKinnon, Africa. 
January 6—Mrs. Wm. A. Linton, Korea. 
January 8—Miss Helen Bailey, China. 
January 8—Mrs. L. I. Moffett, China. 
January 8—Rey. O. F. Yates, China. 
January 10—Rev. E. S. King, Africa. 
January 10—Rev. John B. Vail, Korea. 
January 10—Rev. W. G. Neville, Brazil. 
January 11—Mrs. J. Wallace Moore, Japan. 
January 11—Dr. R. M. Wilson, Korea. 
January 14—-Miss Aurine Wilkins, Korea. 
January 15—Mrs. Geo. H. Hurst, Brazil. 
January 15—Mrs. J. F. Preston, Korea. 
January 16—Rev. L. H. Lancaster, China. 
January 19—Mrs. W. H. Venable, China (retired). 


Happy Birthday to You! 


January 20—Mr. H. W. McCutchan, China. 
January 21—Rev. C. R. Stegall, Africa. 
January 21—Mr. J. H. Wheelock, Brazil. 
January 22—Mrs. L. C. M. Smythe, Japan. 
January 24—Mrs. L. G. Calhoun, Brazil. 
January 24—Mrs. R. B. Price, China. 
January 25—Mrs. C. H. Patterson, China. 
January 26—Miss Marguerite Mizell, China. 
January 27—Miss Hazel Matthes, China. 
January 28—Miss Lavalette Dupuy, Korea. 
January 29—Rev. A. A. Rochester, Africa. 


NotE:—A Birthday Card with signature only and 
unsealed, bearing a 1% cent stamp, may be mailed to 
any of the above, to the address which appears in the 
back of every other issue of this magazine. Star before 
the missionary’s name indicates “on furlough.” The 
home address will be supplied by the Educational De- 
partment, Box 330, Nashville, Tenn., on request. If 
cards are sealed, regular first-class postage must be 
paid—5 cents to Africa, China, Japan and Korea; 3 
cents to Mexico and Brazil. 





The Association of Church Social Workers 
(Continued from page 645) 


Detroit, the Section for Church Social Workers was 
organized by this group under the Church Conference. 
This is now Section I. As a result of its findings 
and by its official action the Association of Church 
Social Workers came into being at Kansas City last 
May. 

It is sponsored by the Department of Church Social 
Service of the Federal Council of Churches of Christ 
in America. It will continue close relationship with 
the Church Conference. The Association states its aims 
and purposes as follows: 

a. To develop a fellowship of professionally 
trained church social workers. 
. To establish and uphold professional standards. 
To certify accredited church social workers. 
. To encourage research in the social field. 
To further codperation between the Church and 
other social agencies, both public and private. 
To strengthen and promote church social work. 
There are to be two grades of membership, Junior 


cans 


=r 


and Senior. For both there are requirements of char- 
acter and personal fitness and two years of professional 
training on a graduate basis. In addition to the Junior 
membership requirements there are experience require- 
ments for Senior membership. Until June, 1937, how- 
ever, applicants will be considered who have not had 
full academic preparation but who shall have had at 
least five years of acceptable experience, in the field 
of church social work subsequent to June 1, 1927. The 
applicant must at the time of application be engaged 
in such service. 

The next annual meeting will be in Montreal dur- 
ing the session of the Church Conference of Social 
Work in the spring of 1935. Further information will 
be gladly furnished by the president or secretary. 

President: Hazel E. Foster, Administrative Dean 
of the Presbyterian College of Christian Education, 
815 Belden Avenue, Chicago. 

Secretary: Marnise Knickerbocker, Head Resident, 
Garibaldi Institute, Chicago. 


Alek 


(Continued from page 661) 


and often professed her love for the Lord Jesus. She 
left the four children in care of relatives and the 
church. All went to school until sixteen years of age. 
Alek found a home with one of the kind friends in 
the church. 

He, too, joined the church when he was fifteen years 
of age, and also his older sisters and brother. Olga 
married an American husband and lives now on a 
farm in Florida. 
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Alek is now a young man able to look out for him- 
self and happy in this country which he claims for 
his own. He is:so grateful to the Presbyterian people 
for helping to make possible a Sunday school and 
church which he and others in the community can 
attend and in which he can serve Christ whom he 
loves so dearly. 
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REV. JOHN L. FAIRLY, Editor 
Publishing House, 6-8 North Sixth Street, Richmond, Va. 


Branch Department at Texarkana, Ark.-Tex. 
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Teaching Souls to Be Quiet 


in the announcement which David makes in the 

131st Psalm, “Surely I have behaved and quieted 
my soul.” It would be difficult to think of a more 
desirable state than this in the midst of the turmoil and 
restlessness of our life under present-day conditions. 
One of the priceless gifts promised to the true believer 
in Jesus Christ is “the peace of God, which passeth 
all understanding.” This peace, if it be worth while 
and secure, must and will be independent of circum- 
stances. It is a quietness of soul that is maintained 
serene and unshakable whatever storms may rage with- 
out. Such imperturbable self-control—such reserve of 


Ts is a suggestion of great peace and poise 


integrity and independence—is so alien to the tenor of 
our life today that the very suggestion of such an at- 
tainment is provocative and irritating to many people. 
Yet we believe that the quietness of spirit and abiding 


contentment that rest securely on religious faith should 
be the goal of every Christian, and should enter into 
the chosen objective of the Church’s plan of religious 
nurture and training. Just what is meant by “quiet- 
ness of soul”? The answer must of necessity be some- 
what vague and general; the term is hard to define. 
Yet it is possible to specify certain aspects of be- 
havior in which a controlled and quieted soul, such as 
the psalmist rejoiced in, would be a notable and dis- 
tinctive asset to the Christian’s happiness and success. 
Its first and most immediate product would be the 
power to remain undisturbed by the “slings and ar- 
rows of outrageous fortune.” ‘Those whose life is hid 
with Christ in God, and who are conquerors and more 
than conquerors through the appropriated victory of 
the Cross, ought to be able to preserve their souls in- 
voilable and supreme against any conditions that may 
beset them, The true Christian who is living up to 
his heritage ought to be able to reject the enticement 
of good fortune as well as the assaults of evil. God’s 
children—“heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ”— 
present a rather sorry spectacle when they allow them- 
selves to be unmoored and tossed to and fro by the 
little winds of worldly change. How often, during 
the strenuous days of exacting detail in home or school 
or shop, does the Christian of today need strength from 
above in the face of irritations that threatcn the bal- 
ance and poise of his very soul! 


QUIETNESS FOR THE SAKE OF OTHERS 
Not only in personal integrity and inward peace, 
but in relations with others, the Christian’s equanimity 
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and poise should show itself. We do not refer here 
to that native gift of social grace and personal prestige 
which mortals have in varying degree. Altogether be- 
yond and apart from the inborn personal equation, there 
is an added resourcefulness or strength, or gift of grace, 
which counts for stability and influence in social, eco- 
nomic, and civic contacts. The impression made on 
others by the quietness of soul that genuine religion 
gives is distinct and noticeable, yet beyond analysis. 
It enters into the mystery of that subtle and intangible 
thing which we call personality. However beyond our 
understanding it may be, it is nevertheless the forceful 
factor in all dealings that we have with one another, 
and it is based on those states of the soul that can be 
traced to God himself. They who, like the psalmist, 
have achieved spiritual self-possession because of their 
faith in God, are set apart from others not only by 
the surety of their souls’ anchorage and peace, but by 
their power to stabilize and settle others. That this 
is an achievement greatly to be desired no one will deny. 


QUIETNESS IN THE SANCTUARY 

There is still another and, in one sense, a narrower 
sphere in which quietness of soul is a distinct asset 
both to oneself and to others. This is in the assemblage 
of God’s people for public worship. Quietness and 
peace are not only appropriate to the worship of God; 
they are assured and established by it. Reverence 
brings quietness. Awareness of God’s presence stills 
the soul as the Master brought peace to the stormy sea. 
Once those who sit together in the heavenly places, set 
apart for divine worship, fix their hearts on God and 
attune their thoughts to a sense of his infinite majesty, 
there follows an abstraction from the noise and rest- 
lessness of the world that furthers the soul’s entrance 
into “the secret place of the Most High.” The divine 
word to us, “Be still and know that I am God,” is 
answered by the devout call of the soul to itself and 
to others, ‘The Lord is in his holy temple, let all the 
earth keep silence before him.” We sometimes wonder 
in the midst of the rustle of church bulletins and the 
physical restlessness of so-called worshippers during the 
opening moments of worship services, in even the more 
cultivated and better disciplined of our congregations, 
why so little consideration is given to the value of 
quietness as a means of inducing the true spirit of 
reverence. Most Protestant churches can learn much 
along this line from certain of the communions that 
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have a tradition of intentness and quietness in their 
worship. The fact that this tradition is historically as- 
sociated with a more formal ritual than is customary 
in our Presbyterian churches should not be allowed 
to turn us aside from a due appreciation of the value 
of reverence in our worship. 


How Can EpucaTion HELP? 

What has religious education, or the teaching and 
training program of the Church as conceived and 
practiced today, to contribute to this consummation so 
devoutly to be wished? Religious training that is ef- 
fective develops character and quickens the perception 
of spiritual and moral values, enabling the judgment to 
more surely put first things first, and thus destroys the 
power of secondary things to throw us off our balance. 
Strong convictions and a sure grasp of Christian truth 
are essential to well-grounded assurance of God’s power 
and purpose to make all things work together for good. 
Peace and quietness of soul—that inward steadiness 
and calm so greatly to be desired, both as a valued 
possession and as convincing testimony of the gospel’s 
value to others—can thus be wrought within us by 
religious instruction and devotional training under the 
guidance and confirming power of the Holy Spirit. 


The development of self-control is also one of the 
end-products of religious education. This is done 
largely through conduct-supervision and training in 
Christian habits of choice and action. Building upon 
the sustaining grace of God, the religious teacher guides 
his pupil in the making of decisions that are grounded 
on the highest motives. Christian ideals are clarified 
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and upheld, and the growing soul is encouraged to ap- 
propriate and love them. ‘They are revealed in their 
most attractive incarnation in Jesus Christ himself, 
and the child is taught to love them in loving him. 
Once these ideals or objectives of life have been chosen 
as the highest good—the goals most to be desired—the 
soul is at peace with itself and a great calm takes the 
place of former vacillation, uncertainty and restlessness. 


TRAINING FOR QUIETNESS IN WORSHIP 

The training of the devotional life also instills a 
taste for genuine worship. Those who love the house 
of God as a resting place for their souls will settle 
themselves in the place where prayer is wont to be 
made with a spirit of intense devotion and with minds 
fixed on the thought of God and his presence. ‘This 
very attitude of waiting upon God brings a quietness 
within that is appropriately reflected in quiet demeanor 
during the worship service. Thus an atmosphere of 
reverence is produced, and thus one is a help rather 
than a hindrance to others in the quieting of their souls. 
One of the greatest services that can be rendered to 
the Church by religious education is this bringing of 
reverence and reality into public worship by the train- 
ing of children in habits of devotion and quietness. 

Religious education has, therefore, a constructive 
part to play in the development of that depth and con- 
sistency of character and purpose which will help to 
establish the Christian soul in peace, and which will 
help to bring about a greater quietness and devotion of 
spirit in the public worship of our Protestant churches. 

—GiLBerTt Grass, D. D., in Earnest 
Worker, June, 1927. 





Vacation Church Schools 


UR church has just held a very successful Daily 
Vacation Bible School, lasting two weeks. The 
committee on arrangemnts succeeded in secur- 

ing the grammar school building for the school, which 
greatly facilitated the work for both children and work- 
ers. Commencing the school at 8:30 each morning 
and remaining in session until 11 A. M., with the pas- 
tor, Rev. Fred Clark as superintendent, everything 
worked smoothly accordingly to a carefully arranged 
program. The school served three departments—the 
Beginners, the Primaries, and the Juniors. Mrs. Mar- 
tin Mencheck was in charge of the Beginners, Mrs. 
Clyde Fore at the head of the Primaries, while Mrs. 
J. D. Leslie, the daughter-in-law of our efficient Stated 
Clerk of the Assembly, guided the Juniors. 

All departments had able assistants, most of whom 
were musicians and were, therefore, able to take care 
of the music for their respective departments. Miss 
Harriet Kidder helped with the Beginners, Miss 
Catherine and Miss Helen Teal Stotler, two college 
students home for the summer, served in the Primary 
and Junior departments, respectively, while Mrs. Lee 


Kidder and Mr. Glen Commoness assisted the Junior 
Department; the former with the girls, the latter with 
the boys; the pastor giving a ten-minute talk each 
morning in this department on “How We Got Our 
Bible.” Mr. J. D. Leslie, Jr., gave two very interest- 
ing chalk talks to the Juniors, Mrs. Leroy Zeigler 
made herself of general use to the school in teaching 
songs to the children. 

When the school ended it had an enrollment of 
about sixty-five. At the suggestion of Miss Kate Payne 


Owen, the Director of Religious Education in Western © 


Texas Presbytery, the faculty of the school used as its 
material the new material advised by the denomina- 
tion’s Committee of Religious Education, namely: 
Beginners in God’s World (Shields) for the Begin- 
ners; Learning to Know God Better (Shields) for the 
Primaries, and The Boys’ and Girls’ Life of Christ 
(Paterson-Smyth) for the Juniors. 

One interesting feature of the school was the steady 
increase in attendance which continued to the last dav. 
Those responsible for the handwork worked vigorously 
to make that feature as interesting as possible. The 
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Junior boys worked hard on the making of wooden 
book-ends, cleverly incorporating the figure of a dog, 
even by dividing the form on either side of the book- 
ends, so that the length of the animal would be con- 
ditioned by the number of books held in the row. The 
Junior girls worked under their teacher, making various 
artistic oil-cloth covers for prescribed purposes, and 
also transformed common jars and vases into things 
of beauty by the adhesion of beautifully blended pa- 
per, raked out of old trunks and taken from specially 
decorated Christmas card envelopes. The handwork 
in the other departments was just as efficiently done, 
according to age and ability, the Primaries boasting 
of a Garden of Eden, with animals, trees, flowers, and 
grass. 


The closing exercises were held in the church, the 
general public being well in attendance. Each depart- 
ment had a part on the program—the Beginners sing- 
ing their songs and reciting their memory work; the 
Primaries presenting a playlet on “Seven Ways of 
Learning to Know God,” while the Juniors, in addi- 
tion to singing and reciting, permitted themselves to 
be subjected to a searching quizz by the pastor on 
“How We Got Our Bible.” The public was surprised 
at the accuracy, intelligence, and perfect understand- 
ing with which the Juniors could answer such ques- 
tions as “What does the word ‘Testament’ mean?” 
“How long was the Bible in the process of writing?” 
and “How many years passed by between the writing 
of the last book of the Old Testament and the first 
book of the New?” Thirty-two such questions were 
asked, and were correctly answered by the Juniors in 
less than ten minutes. 

—Contributed by Rev. Frep CLARK, 
Mercedes, Texas. 


* * * 


I enclose report cards on Vacation Bible Schools 
held in our field this summer. The value of most of 
these schools lay in the fact that they were held in 
strategic places that had been utterly neglected by any 
church whatever. I shall enumerate them with some 
of the advantages growing out of the situation in which 
they were held: 


Pound School. At the mouth of the Pound River 
near the Breaks of the Cumberland, a community, 
where the only religious services are services held by 
itinerant preachers several times a year. No Sunday 
school, no church, and no spiritual life, except a few 
people who might have had church privileges before 
coming in on the railroad. Quite a few of these chil- 
dren had never been to Sunday school a year ago, 
but last fall one was started and run intermittently 
during the winter, and we went down and held this 
Bible School for a few days. As a result, a very 
good Sunday school was carried on all summer and 
we feel a foundation has been laid for future work of 
a permanent nature. This is about eight miles from 
Haysi on the mountain road. 


Raines School. Another schoolhouse where we held 
a vacation school last summer, a year ago: Sunday 
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school is now being carried on here each Sunday. Last 
week the attendance was forty-two. This is also seven 
miles from Haysi. 


Road Branch. For several years, from time to time, 
I had to pass through the Road Branch Valley and 
often noticed the number of children with no religious 
privileges, but as no church nor schoolhouse was avail- 
able, I deferred action until this summer when we 
went into a woods arbor and held the school, reach- 
ing a number of children never before reached by any 
Sunday school. This affords us a future prospect of 
promise. 


Abners Gap. Here is another place about eight miles 
east of Haysi where no Sunday school or religious 
work has ever been done. A canvass of the homes 
resulted in permission to allow their children to at- 
tend which they did, and learned a lot. Due to dis- 
tance and lack of workers just now, we could not begin 
a new Sunday school. But next year, watch out! 


Haysi. A few days after we began the school here 
it began to rain and rained each day for a week al- 
most, so we had to stop before we got far. It helped 
our Sunday-school enrollment, however, and we con- 
tacted some new families. 


In addition to these schools, we held two Bible 
schools of a kind in connection with two tent meetings; 
one on Big Ridge where we divided the children and 
young people into three groups, with teachers, and 
instructed them from 7 to 8 o’clock each night for 
five nights, just before the evangelistic service at 8 
P. M. 


The same practice was followed at Sand Lick meet- 
ing and several of the older young people made a pro- 
fession of their faith in Christ. 


We have a rather peculiar situation in our county 


in regard to Vacation Schools. We must hold them 
in April, May, and June, for the most part, as pub- 
lic schools begin from the twentieth of July to the 
first of August. This prevents six weeks of religious 
instruction that we could otherwise give. We hope 
that within the next year a plan can be worked out 
to give religious instruction at least one hour a week 
in the public school; after school hours, of course. We 
feel that strides have been made in spite of many diff- 
culties, and if one door has been closed, others have 
opened to us. 

Mr. J. D. Withrow, a senior from the Seminary, 
did valuable work among the mountain folk and made 
a very favorable impression in every community. 

—Contributed by Rev. T. K. Mowsray, 
Haysi, Va. 

The annual Daily Vacation Bible School, with an 
enrollment of 250, has just come to a close. Mrs. Ruth 
Kean was the director of the school. In many ways 
this has been the best school the church has ever held. 
Over 10,000 stars were given for Bible verses memo- 
rized and catechism questions learned. The Bible 
class in the study of “The Land of Palestine,” under 
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Mrs. W. E. Hinds was one of the outstanding features 
of the work done by the Intermediates. Uniform mis- 
sion study of the six countries where our Church is 
laboring was conducted in the Primary, Junior, and 
Intermediate Departments. This course was taught 
by Miss Lutie M. Trent, our Director of Young Peo- 
ple’s Work. The handwork was exceptionally fine. 
including a patchwork quilt made by the Intermediate 
girls and quilted by the colored women of the Scotland 
Colored Mission. Interest, enthusiasm and zeal marked 
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the work throughout the school, on the part of pupils, 
workers, and teachers. At the commencement exercises 
of the school, Mr. W. L. McKee, superintendent of 
the Sunday school, presented Mrs. Kean with a Bible 
in token of the love and appreciation of the people of 
the church for the fine work she is doing from year 
to year. 


—Contributed by LuTIE M. TrRENt, 
Baton Rouge, La. 





The Auxiliaries Like Our Program 


(Epiror’s Nore:—We, the editors, look forward each morning to receiving our mail, and are happy when 
we rece ve such letters as the following. We hope you liked the July program as well as these three who 


wrote and thanked us for it.) 


‘ W E ARE glad to tell you we used the material 
suggested for the July meeting for the auxil- 
iary in the booklet ‘Through the Year With 

Secretaries of Religious Education’ with splendid re- 

sults.” 

—Contributed by Mrs. A. O. GuTHRIE, 
Graham, N. C. 
+ + * 6 
“As President of the Union Point Woman’s Auxil- 
iary I am happy to report a most successful July meet- 
ing. The men and young people accepted the women’s 
invitation to a picnic, and representatives from all three 
groups participated in an interesting program on ‘Re- 
ligious Education.’ The material in the July Presby- 
terian Survey, and the suggestions sent out from the 
Committee on Woman’s Work were used in working out 
our program. In addition to becoming more conscious 
along the line of Religious Education, the forty-five 
men, women, and young people enjoyed the fellowship 
afforded by the outing.” 
—Contributed by Mrs. A. H. Giasure, 
Union Point, Ga. 


“As Secretary of Religious Education in the Bethesda 
Woman’s Auxiliary, Guthriesville, S. C., I am writing 
to tell you about our splendid meeting on Monday, 
July 16. At this meeting we were able to use from the 
July Survey, Dr. Gwynn’s article, ‘Christian Character 
and the Moral Crisis in America’ and the poem ‘Rec- 
ompense,’ by Shirley Sweetman Still. The leaflet, 
‘Christian Character, the Basic Need of the Nation’ 
was used. A chorus of girls sang a special number. 
Following the meeting the young people of the church 
served light refreshments to the members of the auxil- 
iary. On Sunday before the meeting handbills were 
given to auxiliary members on which were written on 
one side, ‘What Is the Basic Need of Our Nation To- 
day?’ and on the other side, ‘The Answer Will Be 
Given at the Auxiliary meeting at the Church To- 
morrow at 3:30.’ Thank you for the help you sent 
at the beginning of the Church Year.” 

—Contributed by Hattie LEE Faries, 
Rock Hill, S.C. 





Here and There in Religious Education 


REJUVENATING A RuRAL SUNDAY SCHOOL 


HE problem of leadership in certain rural sections 
is acute. Especially is this true in communities 
where there is no Presbyterian background. A 

Presbyterian church does not grow over-night. It re- 
quires deep ploughing; careful planting of good seed; 
constant, and often long cultivation and nurture of the 
field. Especially is this true when educational facili- 
ties have been limited and material resources are at a 
minimum. 

For years at Gum Greek, in Newton County, Atlanta 
Presbytery, we have faced this problem. The Sunday 
school and Young People’s Work would be organized 
and function for a short time and then die for lack of 
leadership. For many years this went on with most 
discouraging results. Ultimately a bright and forceful 


young minister was called to the town church some 
ten miles distant. He shared, in a measure, the pas- 
sion of his Master and felt a deep responsibility for 
the rural communities. He laid upon the hearts of 
his officers the responsibility to minister each Sunday 
in the community. He preached often to the congre- 
gation. One of the elders became the superintendent 
of the Sunday school. Every Sunday afternoon a num- 
ber of workers attend the Sunday school and each class 
has a splendid teacher. Too much cannot be said of 
the faithfulness and loyalty of the leaders who go out 
from the Covington Church. The church planted the 
“Lord’s Portion’”’ and secured a good revenue in that 
way for Kingdom purposes. The Sunday school has 
grown in numbers and interest until it is not unusual 
to have over one hundred present. Recently a new 
building has been erected which provides adequate 
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THE 
room for two of the departments of the Sunday school. 
The old schoolhouse which had been vacant for some 
time was given to the church. The members worked 
together day after day until they had completed the 
building from the salvaged material. Some of the 
money received from produce made on the Lord’s Por- 
tion was used in the erection of the building and gifts 
were also made from friends in the town church. 


In the meantime, some of our young people from this 
community are going to college, and when they have 
finished it is hoped they will teach in the county and 
provide leadership necessary to build a strong country 
church. I am convinced that many a crippled rural 
Sunday school and church could be saved and rejuve- 
nated if the town church would show a sympathetic 
and intelligent codperation in the work. 


—Contributed by Rev. WiLi1AmM Huck, 
Atlanta, Ga. 


* * * 


I would like to tell you about our Fairmount Pres- 
byterian Church School. We have an enrollment of 
over 300, with an average attendance of about 250. 
The Men’s Class is taught by Mr. R. L. Morrison, 
and last winter they put on a contest and our attend- 
ance went over 400 for four Sundays. The men had 
160 in their class some Sundays. I teach the Women’s 
Bible Class which has an enrollment of eighty-five. 
The men had to move to a lodge hall nearby and we 
have had to put an addition to the building. The 
men contributed the labor, and with the help of friends 
the material is almost paid for. The children under 
nine years of age have a building to themselves in 
the yard, with Miss Mary Gray as superintendent. We 
have fourteen teachers at work in this school every 
Sunday afternoon. We appreciate your free literature 
for the small children. Will say that we have an ac- 
tive circle in the Woman’s Auxiliary, and between 
forty and fifty young people in their own meeting every 
Sunday night. 

—Contributed by Mary C. WILLIAMs, 
Bristol, Tenn.-Va. 


2K * * 


I wish that you could see our Vacation Bible Schools. 
We have one each year in our own church and one at 
our mission, for we consider these most valuable in 


our program of religious education. In fact, I feel 
the child gains more during these ten days than he 
does throughout the year in Church School. 

In putting on our schools I have found it most in- 
teresting to go back and compare our school this year 
with those previously held. In our church (Little 
Brick) last year, our enrollment was 154 with an aver- 
age attendance of 136. And this year it was 158 with 
an average of 138. We have felt the need of an In- 
termediate department in our school for several years. 
This year our average in this department was better 
than it has ever been. ‘There were forty-eight enrolled, 
with an average attendance of forty-seven. Of this num- 
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ber forty-four had completed their memory work, which 
consisted of several of our great church hymns and 
portions from the Gospel of Mark, which was the Bible 
study. We feel that this has heen one of the helpful 
phases of service in our church, The vacation school 
was under the leadership of Mr. Harry M. Moffett, 
Jr., who is a senior at Union Theological Seminary, 
Richmond, Va. 

—Contributed by Lucy McGuer, 

Knoxville, Tenn. 


a * * 


An ambitious young girl, a member of the Junior 
Class of our local high school, for two years assisted 
in a mission Sunday school of our church by teach- 
ing the Beginners Department of that mission school, 
and at times taking charge of the entire school in the 
absence of the superintendent. She has developed into 
a wonderfully efficient leader in this phase of church 
work and loves to tell her friends of the real joy this 
service has given to her. As an appreciation of her 
fine service, her church is sending her to the Young 
People’s Conference of the synod. She was deeply 
impressed with the commissioning service by her pas- 
tor recently, and is looking forward with great eager- 
ness to this privilege. In her family there are the 
mother and six children; our young girl does all the 
laundry for her home and much of the other work, 
and yet finds time to assist in her church and Bible- 
school work most willingly. 


* * oa 


In a prosperous rural community in a far-south state, 
a Presbyterian church is serving God in a wonderful 
way. A public school teacher came into that com- 
munity many years ago and realized the possibilities 
and capabilities latent in the young people. She im- 
mediately organized a young people’s society and sought 
to develop them for Christ and the church. One very 
quiet young man, a member of an influential Presby- 
terian family in the community, was selected as presi- 
dent of the new society. He rapidly developed into a 
splendid Christian leader. Later he was elected to 
the superintendency of the Bible school of that church, 
in which capacity he served for a number of years 
most satisfactorily. He is now a deacon in that church, 
and a highly respected member of the county school 
board. 

—Contributed by Mrs. BEULAH DRAKE, 
Orlando, Fla. 


* * * 


Two efficient teachers who wanted to do mission 
work were placed in a difficult but promising moun- 
tain cove. In addition to their public school work, they 
organized and maintained a Sunday school. This soon 
passed the two-hundred mark in attendance. A strong 
church of the presbytery aided the people in erecting 
a cottage to serve as home for them. This teaching 
work continued for some time, and then the presby- 
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tery’s superintendent-evangelist held a week’s meeting, dollars each per month during the summer months, 
and fifty well-prepared young people were organized and the living among the people and the Bible teach- 
into a church. During the stress of hard times this ing revolutionized the community and laid a permanent 
church has necessarily been neglected, yet the member- foundation for successful future development. 

ship now numbers eighty-eight. In addition to the —Contributed by Joun J. Fix, D. D., 
manse, this work cost the presbytery some twenty-five Bristol, Tenn. 





Five Years of Forward Movement 


(Epitor’s Nore:—For a long time we have been urging churches to look ahead and build for the future 
as well as for the present. The First Presbyterian Church, of Bristol, has worked out a Five-Year Forward 
Movement Program. They are thinking in terms of tomorrow as well as today. It will not require much imagi- 
nation to picture this church five years from now if this program is carried through. Perhaps your program will 
be entirely different. The point is that a plan which is only for the immediate present is entirely inadequate.) 


Motto: “Go Forward.” 2. Keeping in touch with absentees. 
Purpose: To study the work of the church, divide 3. Publicity—using Sunday-school records. 
the responsibility, and attain definite goals. 4. Districting community for visiting and re- 
Each committee to study the work separately and re- sponsibility for families. 
port to the Board of Religious Education quarterly. IV. Curriculum: 
I. Leadership: 1. Study of materials used. 
1. Find and recommend leaders for Sunday 2, Suggest elective courses. 
school. ' 3. Programs for Special Days. 
2. Train Leaders: , 4. Supervision in Sunday school. 
a. Leadership Schools 5. Study in Worship, Instruction, Recreation, 
b. Workers’ Conference and Service. Curriculum is “experi- 
c. Sunday-school Library ence under guidance.” 
d. Summer Schools 6. Mission Study. 
e. Teacher-training Class 7. Reading Contests. 
f. Correspondence Courses. V. Service and Recreation: 
II. Spiritual Life: 1. Survey of jails and poor farm. 
1. Study and improve worship services in 2. Enlist young people in Christian Youth 
the Sunday school. Movement to combat social evils as 
2. Enlist families in Family Altar League. drink, war, etc. 
3. Improve private devotional life by definite 3. Study our own needy families and ways of 
pledges for daily prayer and Bible helping them. 
reading. 4. Help with a program of recreation in de- 
4. Neighborhood visiting (districting com- partments once a quarter. 
munity). 5. Create friendly atmosphere and fellow- 
5. Stimulate reading—Church papers, li- ship. 
brary, etc. : VI. Stewardship and Equipment: 
6. Personal Workers’ Group—object, to win 1. Study finances of Sunday school. 
people to Christ. 2. Promote offerings, especially Special Days. 
III. Enrollment: 3. Promote Tithing in Sunday school. 
1. Setting goals for 1934-35—goals for Rally 5. Survey of equipment and needs for im- 


Day also. provement. 





RELIGIOUS EDUCATION AND PUBLICATION 


Budget Receipts for April 1, 1933—October 1, 1933......... $ 9,640.44 
Budget Receipts for April 1, 1934—October 1, 1934......... 10,223.52 





Increase for six months 


we TeTLe etree itr. Teer $ 583.08 
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THE ADULT DIVISION AND MEN’S WORK 


J. E. PURCELL 





The Men-of-the-Church of the 
Larger Parish of Henry County, Georgia 


by W. HARVELL JACKSON, Pastor 


T IS not often that we find five rural churches work- 
| ing together in a very intimate sense, but the five 

Presbyterian churches of Henry County, Georgia, 
three in the country and two in small towns, have been 
close associates for more than three years. 

In January, 1931, the Rev. Ansley C. Moore, now 
of Thomasville, Ga., pastor of the McDonough and 
Timber Ridge churches of this group, dreamed of an 
alliance whereby the other three churches of the county 
might be affiliated in a common task with the older 
and better established churches. His feet were on 
ground solid enough to make this dream live. 

The first effort toward this ideal was to unify the 
men. Dr. J. E. Purcell was present one night near 
the beginning of 1931, and assisted in launching this 
“noble experiment.” ‘That dream is still walking and 
we believe it is going some place. 


How They Are Organized— 

The five churches were originally organized as one 
men’s organization. They still are, and it has proven 
a success. At the same time, the individuality of the 
five churches is both recognized and respected. The 
president is elected each year from a different church, 
taking them in order. ‘This. is also true of 
the secretary and treasurer. No two officers 
come from the same church. The organiza- 
tion meets from month to month and from 
church to church. The auxiliary of the host 
church prepares the supper, for which the men 
contribute at the rate of about twenty-five 
cents each. The ladies use the money as they 
see fit. 

There are five group leaders—one from each 
church. The one in the host church is the 
leader for the month. One or more members 
from each of the other churches is on the pro- 
gram. This gives every church a part on the 
program every time. 


How the Churches Have Responded— 

Every church has a delegation at every meet- 
ing in addition to those definitely put on the 
program. There is both a loyalty to the home 
church and a loyalty to the whole group. 
Those coming the furthest are just as loyal as 
the rest. The map accompanying this ar- 
ticle shows the relative distance between the 
churches. 


Each church is always glad to entertain the 





group when its turn comes. The women always at- 
tend the meetings after the luncheon and concur in a 
high appraisal of the work. And we all know that 


the women of the Presbyterian Church, U. S., are in 
a position to recognize good adult work when they see it. 


How This Organization Has Proved Its Right to 
Exist— 

This is a day in which everything is called into 
question. We are “re-thinking” everything. Is the 
Men-of-the-Church of the Larger Parish of Henry 
County just one more club where men eat, smoke, and 
discuss the New Deal? If so, we may seriously ques- 
tion its right to exist—especially under the roof of our 
Lord’s church. 

The writer has already indicated that the women of 
Henry County Presbyterianism are “all for it,’ and 
they prepare the food and bring the baskets. Most of 
them have no servant to do their work. They go to 
this trouble because they know the value of this organi- 
zation. They tell us so. 


Our next witness is a super-annuated Methodist 
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minister who resides in our midst. He belongs to “the 
old school,” being conservative in his estimate of things. 
He averred to the writer that the Men-of-the-Church is 
the greatest stroke of genius that the Presbyterian 
Church has made in many years. He was of the opin- 
ion that most denominations have trained the women 
and young people without giving the men much con- 
sideration. Hence a manless church. He also “opined” 
that the Presbyterians are leading in remedying this 
unbalanced situation. He sees the unified plan as a 
boon to country churches. 

A superintendent of the smallest church in the county 
testified that his church school grew from ten to forty 
regular attendants within one year after the organiza- 
tion was begun. Furthermore, he ascribes the credit 
for this remarkable advance to the Men-of-the-Church. 
These recruits were men and boys and families that 
did not come until the father became interested. 

For several years one of these churches had no Sun- 
day-school superintendent. No one would consent to 
serve. Today that church has a good one who has 
been serving faithfully for eleven months. This is his 
testimony: “When I came into the Hemphill Memorial 
Presbyterian Church in 1932, little did I think that I 
would ever be what I am now. I got into the men’s 
work and became interested. I began to take my family 
to church regularly and I am glad to say now that I 
am the superintendent of the Sunday school.” 

This is what a deacon and teacher in another church 
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says: “Our programs have given me a better under- 
standing of the aims and purposes of the Church. My 
outlook on life has been broadened. It has caused me 
to become more conscious of my responsibility to my 
brother, my church, and my Lord. I feel that it has 
quickened my spiritual life and has broadened my re- 
ligious experience.” 

Men who refused to take part on the program three 
years ago bid for the floor today. Men who would 
not come at first are regular attendants now. Forty 
per cent of our men are now coming, and they are get- 
ting new ones out each month. They are reaching men 
who as yet will not go to church on Sunday. More- 
over they are using our young men as far as possible. 
They have conducted no mission or outpost Sunday 
schools, but they have been busy building a good home 
base and studying and giving to the Kingdom at large. 

In conclusion, we would say that the pastors in the 
ccunty strive to keep in the background. Mr. Moore 
has been succeeded by the Rev. H. E. Russell. We 
have few “special speakers” or outside men. We put 
it up to them at the beginning very bluntly, “sink or 
swim.” They choose to swim. Prayer, patience, and 
persistence have been our favorite triplets. The road 
has been long and hard and there are many miles be- 
fore us. But with three years of encouraging experi- 
ence behind us, there shall be no quitting now. “Lead 
on, O King Eternal!” 











J. L. FAIRLY 





LEADERSHIP TRAINING 


ORENE McILWAIN 
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ing has meant to their churches. These are some of 








E HAVE held two Training Schools in our 
church using our own teachers, who met the 
requirements of the Section of Leadership 

Training, so that proper credit might be given for the 
work done. ‘These schools have been of great value 
in our church, church school, and young people’s work. 
They were well attended, and the fact that our people 
are asking that we hold a school this year should be 
evidence that they have been successful. 

It has been our plan to give the courses that will be 
of greatest value to our workers. In our first school 
we met each Wednesday evening for twelve weeks, using 
the regular prayer-meeting hour. The entire group 
met for a short devotional service, after which the 
classes assembled in separate rooms for the lesson 
study. The following courses were given: The New 
Testament, The Old Testament, Training in Worship, 
and the Devotional Life. The classes were very in- 

















































































































What Leadership Training Has Meant 


Church 


(Epitor's Note:—Knowing that Leadership Traininz has meant much to the churches of the Assembly and 
feeling that its influence is ever widening, we asked a few interested persons to tell us what Leadership Train- 


the paragraphs we have received.) 


teresting and much good resulted in getting our people 
interested in training for the work of the church. 

Our second school was held each Wednesday evening 
for a period of six weeks, with two class periods each 
evening. The group met for a devotional service of 
fifteen minutes, after which the classes assembled in 
separate rooms for study. The following courses were 
given: The Life of Paul, The Message and Program 
of the Christian Religion, The Teaching Work of the 
Church. This plan seemed to be satisfactory. The 
most pronounced results are seen in our church school. 

We feel that the work has been very worth while, 
and would commend the plan to other churches. It 
will take a little time and a lot of patience to work up 
the first school. With care in selection of courses and 
prayerful work on the part of the teachers, any church 
may put on a course adapted to their own needs and 
will receive great benefit. Our instructors feel that 
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they have received great benefit from the study and 
teaching of the courses. 

We appreciate the service the Section of Leadership 
Training has given in the preparation for our work. 

—NMrkrs. C. W. PITTINGER, Jonesboro, Ark. 
..* & € 6 

A pastor has no better friend than Leadership Train- 
ing. Instructed leaders mean interested leaders, and in- 
structed and interested leaders assume details and de- 
velop intelligent initiative. 

I speak from experience. The pastor who neglects 
Leadership Training is hurting himself worst of all. 
... I have certainly found Leadership Training of 
great value. 

—REv. JOHN D. Spracins, JR., Pine Bluff, Ark. 

: + = 3S ss 


The Leadership Training School at Montreat gave 
valuable suggestions which have aided greatly in the 
church school and young people’s work. A church 
school council now meets every month to make plans 
for the school. The young people of the church have 
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been reorganized and now use The Program Builder, 
following the Kingdom Highways plan. This has re- 
sulted in a greater interest and a greater work on the 
part of the young people. 

The Leadership Training School taught by Rev. and 
Mrs. Cudlipp at the Bethune Church last October has 
brought about a great improvement in our Sunday 
school. We now have a supervisor of worship who 
plans worship programs with the pupils. Then we 
have what we call a supervisor of education who has 
charge of the grading of the pupils and the lesson mate- 
rial used. The graded material is to be used in the 
near future. New equipment is being secured. Pic- 
tures are being ordered and blackboards are being made. 
Arrangements were made for the heating of the class- 
rooms. Playground equipment is being purchased. Be- 
cause of the Leadership Training School we are having 
a better all-around program for the church school ac- 
tivities. 


—Rev. J. T. N. Kees, Bethune, S. C. 








NEWS FROM THE FIELD 








Objectives of the Synod of Missouri 


T's following objectives for the program of Re- 


ligious Education were proposed by the Com- 

mittee of Religious Education to the Synod of 
Missouri and were adopted by that synod. It will be 
of interest to every group planning their program for 
synod or presbytery. It is only as we plan and work 
our plans that we really achieve success. 


OBJECTIVES FOR 1934-1935 
Organization and Extension, Dr. T. S. Smylie, sub- 
chairman 
1. Promote the observance of Rally Day, October 
7, 1934, in each local church. This to be 
done by: 

a. Sending a card to each pastor and church 
school superintendent urging them to ob- 
serve the day 

b. Having some one present this matter on the 
floor of the fall meeting of presbyteries 

c. Urging each church to report results of Rally 
Day promptly 

2. Arrange a series of ten group meetings (two in 
each presbytery) at which the general Pro- 
gram of Religious Education will be pre- 
sented. These meetings to be held this fall 
or early spring. Secure representatives from 
the Richmond staff to assist. 

Leadership Training, Mrs. Clarence Scearce, sub-chair- 
man 

1. Send a letter to each pastor urging him to organ- 
ize and teach a class of his teachers and 


leaders in the art of teaching the Scriptures 
so as to lead people to Christ. 

2. Promote at least one Standard Leadership Train- 
ing School in each presbytery. 

3. Urge every church to conduct either a Standard 
School or Standard Class during the fall or 
winter. 

Children’s Work, Rev. Homer Tegler, sub-chairman 

1. Have the Children’s Program presented at each 
of the group meetings arranged by the sub- 
committee on Organization and Extension. 

* 2. Promote classes in the Synod for Children’s De- 
partment teachers on Materials and Methods 
in the Children’s Division. Secure either 
Miss Shields or Miss Atha Bowman to teach 
these classes. This work will serve two pur- 
poses, better equip Sunday-school teachers 
and provide leadership for Vacation Church 
Schools. 

3. Promote Vacation Church Schools (at least two 
in each presbytery) next spring. Secure 
workers from Richmond to assist. 

Young People’s Work, Rev. L. A. Van Patten, sub- 

chairman 

1. Promote summer conferences for Intermediates, 
Seniors, and Young People. 

. Urge that each presbytery hold spring and fall 
rallies. 

3. Have the young people’s program presented at 
each of the ten group meetings arranged by 
the sub-committee on Organization and Ex- 
tension. 
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Adult Work, Rev. Walter Brown, sub-chairman 
1. Have the Adult Program presented at each of 
the ten group meetings arranged by the sub- 
commitee on Organization and Extension. 
2. Organize at least one new Men-of-the-Church 
in each presbytery. 
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Special Bible Conference, Rev. S. A. M. King, sub- 
chairman 
1. To arrange and hold a special Bible Conference 
at the annual meeting of Synod. 





Report of Director of Religious Education 


for the Synod of South Carolina 
for the Year 1933-1934 


T IS with a deep sense of gratitude to our Heavenly 
Father that the director of religious education pre- 
sents his fourth annual report. The record is an 

outstanding one and was made possible by the hearty 
codperation and loving support given the director by 
the pastors and churches of the synod. 


TRAINING SCHOOLS AND CLASSES 


The director has set up, promoted, and directed 
twenty training schools or classes in as many com- 
munities or districts of the synod. The average num- 
ber of churches served by each school was five, and 
the average enrollment of leaders in each school was 
one hundred. The largest school was held at Green- 
ville, enrolling 235 students, and the second largest 
was at Rock Hill, enrolling 230 students. Dillon led 
the synod in the number of credits awarded, totaling 
ninety-two credits for this one school, and took third 
place in enrollment with 193. 


Bethel Presbytery held Training Schools at Rock 
Hill and Kershaw; Charleston Presbytery at Charles- 
ton, Beaufort, and Mount Pleasant; Congaree Presby- 
tery at Columbia, Camden, and Bethune; Enoree Pres- 
bytery at Greenville, Gaffney, and Spartanburg; Har- 
mony Presbytery at Kingstree, Sumter, Sardinia, and 
Olanta; Pee Dee Presbytery at Dillon, Bennettsville, 
and Darlington; South Carolina Presbytery at New- 
berry and Greenwood. 


Through these schools, 2,073 Sunday-school teach- 
ers and church leaders of eighty-seven churches of the 
synod were enrolled and given training in the re- 
ligious educational work of the Church. During the 
year 772 credits were awarded by the Assembly’s 
Executive Committee of Religious Education for sat- 
isfactory work done in these schools. 


The pastors of the synod have shown a hearty readi- 
ness to assist the director in the work of teaching in 
these schools. We are also grateful for the capable 
and sacrificial service of Mrs. Irene Cudlipp in teach- 
ing courses for children’s workers wherever requested. 
Miss Atha Bowman, of the Richmond office, gladly 
helped in the Charleston School, Miss Elizabeth 
Shields in the Columbia School, and Miss Shields and 
Dr. Purcell in the Greenville School. 


ONE Day INSTITUTES 


Another agency for the training of our leaders is 
the one-day, two-session, Church Workers’ Institute. 
Institutes were held at Kingstree, Edgefield, Rock Hill, 
Spartanburg, Greenville, Clinton, Charleston, Mul- 
lins, Conway, McClellanville, Summerville, Union, and 
Fort Mill. The total number of churches served was 
forty-nine, and the total attendance 1,660 workers. 

We were very happy to have the help of three lead- 
ers from the Richmond office in five of these Insti- 
tutes: Dr. John L. Fairly, Dr. J. E. Purcell, and 
Miss Atha Bowman. 


Younc PEOopPLE’s WorK 


Another outstanding development of the year is the 
rapid increase in interest and enthusiasm in our young 
people’s work. Presbytery-wide Young People’s 
Leagues have been organized in six of the eight pres- 
byteries, and one or more rallies of the young people 
have been held in seven presbyteries during the year. 

The Congaree Presbytery leads the synod with the 
Camden all-day conference or rally, enrolling 220 paid 
delegates from eighteen churches of the presbytery. 
Similar conferences were held in Charleston, Gaffney, 
Harmony, Spartanburg, Shandon, Greenville, Green- 
wood, Rock Hill, Folly Beach, and Hebron. The total 
number of young people enrolled was 2,284, represent- 
ing 151 churches of our synod. 

Not only were these young people’s rallies set up 
and promoted through the religious education com- 
mittee of each presbytery, working with the young peo- 
ple, but more than one hundred pastors attended the 
rallies, and accepted tasks of teaching in the group 
conferences, or making addresses, or assisting with the 
transportation, promotion, or program of the conference. 

In each conference definite goals were adopted, 
marking a significant advance in our young people’s 
work. Officers were elected, and committees appointed 
to promote the work among the young people of the 
presbytery, both in churches where there is an adequate 
young people’s society and in churches where there 
is none. 

District RALLIES 


In addition to these presbytery-wide annual or semi- 
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annual Young People’s Conferences, it has been the 
privilege of the director to set up and conduct eight 
District Young People’s Rallies. These are gatherings 
of all the young people in a given area of four or 
five churches, and were held at York, Greenville, 
Chester, Gaffney, Florence, Sumter, Piedmont, and 
Charleston. 


HicH ScHooL CONFERENCES 

One of the most interesting and fruitful services 
rendered by the director during the year was his visit 
to over thirty high schools, not only for the purpose 
of making chapel addresses, and challenging the boys 
and girls to allegiance to Christ, but also for holding 
two- or four-hour class conferences on the general sub- 
ject of “Personal Problems” for guidance in Chris- 
tian conduct and character. 

High school principals and students readily granted 
one or two hours, two or four days in succession, for 
this instruction. Opportunities for chapel and class- 
room service were enjoyed in the schools of Rock Hill, 
Dillon, Kingstree, Bethune, Olanta, Spartanburg, Lake 
City, New Zion, Gaffney, Newberry, Bennettsville, and 
Camden. The director had addressed or taught 6,580 
young people in their high schools during the year. 
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THE LocaL CHURCH 
To give the young people and their leaders a vision 
of present-day work with young people as developed 
in other synods and churches, and to help them with 
the best program and methods, the director attended 
the meetings of nine Young People’s Councils, and 
twenty young people’s rallies in the local churches. 


COLLEGE AND SEMINARY INSTRUCTION 
The director taught classes in Liturgics, History of 
Worship, Administration of Sunday School, and 
Methods of Young People’s Work, in short-term courses 
in Columbia Theological Seminary and Columbia Bible 
School. 


CHURCH SCHOOL SUPERVISION 

One form of service recommended is that of church 
school visitation and observation. The director, by in- 
vitation, visits a school on Sunday morning, observes 
the work done in each department, preaches on some 
phase of religious education at the morning service, 
conducts a conference of church school leaders and 
teachers during the afternoon, discusses definite plans 
for improvement, visits the young people’s meeting in 
the evening, and preaches on young people’s work at 
night. 

(Continued on page 703) 





A Sunday-School Institute Plus 


UNDAY-SCHOOL Institutes are not new. It is 
S one of the earliest methods of promoting the 

work of Religious Education. It continues to be 
one of the most effective methods of promoting this 
program. 


The following program, used in Oklahoma, how- 
ever, goes beyond the average program in that it not 
only outlines a program for the Institute hour but sug- 
gests certain preparatory questions which will make 
that hour most worth while. This program was worked 
out and used by the Texas workers in the Synod of 
Oklahoma. 


6:30 P.M. Supper (groups are asked to furnish 
sandwiches, hostess church to fur- 


nish drinks). 

Address: “Aims and Methods of Re- 
ligious Education in the Local 
Church,” Rev. J. L. Davis, Dallas. 

Divisional Conferences: 

Children’s Work led by Miss Stella 
Hovey, Fort Worth 

Adolescent Work, led by Mrs. L. 
C. Majors, Dallas 

Adult Work, led by Rev. Paul 
Edgar, Wewoka, Okla. 

Reassemble: 

Discussion—Program of Religious 
Education in the Synod of Oklahoma, 
Mrs. L. C. Majors. 


Closing Prayer—Rev. W. M. Sholl. 


7:15 P.M. 


7:45 P.M. 


8:30 P.M. 


9:00 P. M. 


QUESTIONS FOR PREPARATORY THINKING 

1. What suggestions can you make for evangelism 
with children under twelve? for adolescents? for adults? 

2. What do you consider adequate preparation for 
a particular Sunday’s teaching? 

3. What place does the imparting of knowledge 
have in teaching? 

4. Do you think that the adult program of the 
church would be more effective if there were closer 
correlation of the various adult activities (Men-of-the- 
Church, church officers, Woman’s Auxiliary, Adult 
Bible Classes, etc.) ? 

5. How can we develop initiative in adolescents? 

6. Do we have sufficient fellowship in our school 
as a whole, as well as in the various departments? 

7. List some of the present-day needs of adults 
that should be met through the educational work of 
the church, What does our church offer for the meet- 
ing of these needs? 

8. How can we make God real to little children? 

9. Am I teaching with a definite objective in mind? 
Am I using the best methods to help reach my objec- 
tives? 


“I bind unto myself today 
The power of God to hold and lead, 
His eye to watch, His might to stay, 
His ear to hearken to my need; 
The wisdom of my God to teach, 
His hand to guide, His shield to ward; 
The work of God to give me speech, 
His heavenly host to be my guard.” 
—From “St. Patrick’s Breastplate.” 
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Standard Christmas Material 


Order from the Department of Christian Education and Ministerial Relief, Henry H. Sweets, Secretary, 410 


Urban Building, Louisville, Ky. 


PAGEANTS AND PLAYS 


E Shall Find the Babe—by Katharine A. See. 
The Christmas service for 1934 for the entire 
church family. The Christmas story told in 
Scripture, pageant and song, with emphasis on the sim- 
plicity and humility of the Saviour and his obedience 
to the Father’s will; the quietness of his coming— 
typified in the lowly manger and the visit of the hum- 
ble shepherds; and the childlikeness and consecration 
of heart necessary to receive him. May be adapted 
for use in churches of any size. Suggestions are given 
for enriching the service through dramatization, light- 
ing, etc.; or it can just as easily be further simplified. 
If carefully and prayerfully presented, it will be beau- 
tiful and impressive. Samples have been sent to pas- 
tors and Sunday-school superintendents. 

Free, up to 12 copies, for use in our Presbyterian 
churches ; additional copies, 3 cents each. 

Who Are These?—by Mrs. E. B. Fishburne. A 
simple, effective demonstration of the cause of Min- 
isterial Relief and the “Joy Gift.”” Supplementary to 
the regular church pageant. Samples have been sent 
to pastors and superintendents. 

The Illustrated Bible, or Heralds of Jesus—by Mrs. 
R. L. Currie. A Christmas program of beauty and 
dignity. Consists of narrative, hymns, and tableaux— 
the last-named to appear in a large frame made to 
resemble a Bible. Requires careful staging, lighting, 
and preparation; can be made a truly impressive serv- 
ice. 

Ministerial Relief Cares for after Service—by Mrs. 
Walter Craven. Four episodes in the life of two sis- 
ters. A brief, human demonstration of Ministerial Re- 
lief, in tableaux and hymns. 

Builders of the Faith—by DeWitt Reddick. To be 
presented by two men and four women. A realistic 
play in three episodes, showing what the “Joy Gift” 
can mean in the home of a widow, and of a minister. 
Opportunities for good acting. 

The Three Gifts—by Betty Daniell. For one man 
and three women. A Christmas play of real pathos 
and charm depicting three episodes in the life of a 
minister’s family. 

The Sweetest Story Ever Told—by Eva Joor Wil- 
liams. An unusually well-written program of recita- 
For use 


tions and hymns, for seven or more children. 
in Sunday schools and junior societies. 
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Gifts for the King—by Blanche Robertson. For one 
man, one woman, two boys, one girl, and Bethlehem 
characters. Disabled minister explains the “Joy Gift” 
to modern family, in terms of the first Christmas. 

Any of the seven programs just listed is free, up to 
six copies, for use in our own churches; additional 
copies three cents each. Postage appreciated when 
samples are ordered. 

Christmas pageants of previous years: They Pre- 
sented Unto Him Gifts, 1933; The Prince of Peace, 
1932; There Was No Room, 1931; Sing, O Heavens, 
1930; Light of the World, 1929; Prisoners of Hope, 
1928; There Shall Come a Star, 1927; A Little Child 
Shall Lead Them, 1926; Till the Day Break, 1925; 
The Dayspring from on High, 1923. 

Two cents each; ten cents for the package of ten. 


OTHER PROGRAM MATERIAL 

Christmas Stories—by Mildred Welch. For use in 
worship services, and for enclosing in letters and with 
gifts. Titles: His Gift to the King, Their Christmas 
Vision, The Perfect Gift, Tonight to Bethlehem, In 
the Same Country, I Heard the Bells, A Little Child 
Shall Lead Them, Your Star and My Star, Myrrh Is 
Mine, The Road to Bethlehem (the last three are now 
published for the first time in leaflet form). Price, 
two cents each. 

Christmas Carols—Revised by Mrs. Crosby Adams. 
A choice book of thirty-six of the best carols (words 
and music); price, twenty-five cents each, $2.50 a 
dozen. Contains all the songs referred to in the church 
pageant. Old edition Christmas Carols, now reduced 
to ten cents each (contains all songs actually needed 
for pageant). 

Primers on Religious Drama—by Mildred Welch. 
These will help you to present any pageant: Through 
the Eye-Gate into the City of Mansoul, 142 pages, 
fifty cents a copy; Following the Star, forty-four pages, 
fifteen cents a copy. 


ADDITIONAL HELPS 

Poster suggestions for presenting Ministerial Relief 
and the “Joy Gift” (illustrated). 

Directions for making “Joy Gift” stockings. 

Leaflet to enclose in “Joy Gift” stockings (order 
number needed). ‘ 

Offering Envelopes (order number needed). 

Leaflets on Ministerial Relief. 

Free, but postage appreciated. 














Che Fellowship of Prayer 


No distant Lord have I, 
Loving afar to be; 

Made flesh for me, He cannot rest 
Until He rests in me. 


Brother in joy and pain, 
Bone of my bone was He, 

Now—intimacy closer still— 
He dwells Himself in me. 


I need not journey far 
This dearest Friend to see, 
Companionship is always mine, 
He makes His home with me.* 


CHRIST IN ALL* 


For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, of 
whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named, that he would grant you, uc- 
cording to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the 
inner man; that Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and 
grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and 
length, and depth, and height; and to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowl- 
edge, that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God. 

Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask 
or think, according to the power that worketh in us, unto him be glory in the church 
by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. Amen. Ephesians 3:14-21. 

“And whatsoever ye do in word or deed—all in the name of the Lord Jesus. 
‘Do’ does not belong there. There is more than doing in life. Thinking, speaking, 
hoping, planning, dreaming—all are to be in the name of the Lord Jesus. His love 
and life are to color and shape our ambitions and accomplishments. [In him, as a 
plant in soil, in rain and sunshine, we are to live, growing up by him and into him. 
In his name we are to work, to pray, to suffer, to rejoice—and at last to go home. 
It is only another way of saying, ‘For me to live is Christ.’ ”’ 

ConFEssIoN—That we still hold something back from that full consecration of 
body, mind, and spirit that would make us channels for the grace of God 
to others, so that few of us can say, “To me to live is Christ.” Forgive 
and help us, O Thou who canst do for us far more abundantly than we 
can ask or think. 

THANKSGIVING—For all the beautiful lives which have blessed the world in 
loving, unrecognized service, and still do daily pour out their love and faith- 
fulness and sacrifice into the stream of our human life. 

For all the blessings which have crowned our lives in the year that is pass- 
ing, and the love of God to crown it all. 

PETITIONS—For the President, his advisers and all in authority in our coun- 
try, that in these troubled and perplexing times they may be directed and 
guided by the wisdom of God into paths of righteousness and peace. 

For schools and teachers and students, for our Church colleges and for the 
student work at state schools and universities, that leaders and students 
may have vision and courage given them for the Christian adventure of faith. 

For each humble follower of the Lord Jesus—that theirs may be a heart of 
faith and hope and joy as they serve in the fellowship of those who work 
“as unknown—and yet well known.” 


re bel 


*Poem above and Meditation are taken from Thoughts for Everyday Living, by Maltbie Babcock and 
nre used by permission of Charles Scribner’s Sons, Publishers. 


























‘Ministerial Relief Cares for after Service” 


Four Episodes in the Life of Two Sisters 
By MRS. WALTER CRAVEN 


Arrange the stage with suitable home background, lighting, and spotlight (if possible, though this is not 
necessary), for the four tableaux. Have a good singer behind the scenes and a good reader in front. Also 


have some one appointed to make the closing prayer. 


EPISODE I 

READING: Once upon a time, long, long ago, two 
little sisters knelt at Mother’s knee in the old kind 
of Christian home, surrounded by Mother’s love and 
Daddy’s care. After “Now I lay me” comes Daddy’s 
kiss, and Mother tucks them in bed. 

TABLEAU: ‘Two little girls kneeling at Mother’s 
knee. 

Sonc: “I Think when I Read That Sweet Story 
of Old.” 


Curtain 


EPISODE II 

READING: Childhood years passed into girlhood, 
and Ann and Jane, influenced by the counsel and lives 
of older Christians, saw visions of the Holy Grail and 
determined to dedicate their lives to the service of 
Christ. Many talks did Ann and Jane have together. 
Many questions were answered by Daddy and Mother. 
Many times had they heard their parents’ voices raised 
in supplication to the Heavenly Father that they might 
be shown his plan for their lives. After hearing a 
stirring address by a missionary on the splendid work 
of medical missions, the sisters decided that this was 
a challenge not to be denied. As they were walking 
slowly home from school, they decided to tell Mother 
the wonderful secret, that they were going to be nurses. 

TABLEAU: Two high school girls talking to Mother; 
one seated on arm of her chair, other on low stool 
near by. 








Sonc: ‘Follow the Gleam.” 
Curtain 


EPISODE III 

READING: Again the years go by, and the sisters, 
starchy in their white uniforms, heads held high in 
their perky little caps, diplomas in hand, come once 
more to kneel at Mother’s knee for her blessing, as they 
did in the long ago. Mother, heart overflowing, holds 
them tight, but bids them go, one to Korea, the other 
to a mission hospital in the Kentucky mountains. 

TABLEAU: ‘Two young women in nurses’ uniforms, 
holding diplomas, kneeling at mother’s knee. 

Sone: “I'll Go where You Want Me to Go.” 

Curtain 


EPISODE IV 

READING: After many years of faithful, untiring 
service, the sisters come back to the old home com- 
munity. Broken in health, the old home gone, but 
grateful and happy in heart for the years of service 
rendered, they return again, to spend their declining 
years. But it is Ministerial Relief that lights a lamp 
of hope for them and comforts their old age. 

TABLEAU: Two elderly women sitting beside a small 
table with oil lamp; one sewing, one reading Bible. 

Sonc: “Abide With Me.” 

Curtain 


PRAYER or BENEDICTION. 





TUDENTS from abroad are challenging us at 

every point. They take a fling at our boasted 

civilization, in which crimes of every kind seem 
to increase; they doubt the quality of our vaunted 
prosperity, when millions are idle and “on the dole.” 
They are mystified by our loud acclaim of world 
brotherhood and our practice of discrimination against 
cultured people of other races and religicns. They find 
us vulnerable in our attitude of superiority toward 
other civilizations; why, they ask, do you always assume 
that we from foreign lands must speak your language, 
eat your food, adopt your manners and customs? The 
more radical among them openly declare that the fires 
of communism are fed more by the sharp practices 
of some or our “leaders” in high finance, than by the 
propagandists of the Third International. Many are 


Our Foreign Students Challenge Us 






questioning the purity of motive of those philanthropists 
who donate money that might more justly be distributed 
as wages. 

Our foreign students are doing something to us. 
They widen the horizon of our youth; they stimulate 
a desire to travel, to study the language and literature 
of others; they show us ourselves as others see us; they 
share with us their best in art, music and literature. 
Their presence here is promoting world citizenship 
among American students. In these days they are 
establishing strands of friendship which can never be 
broken. They are helping to insure peace in a war- 
threatened world by creating mutual respect and a 
consciousness of our essential unity. 


—From The Unofficial Ambassadors. 
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For Secretaries of Christian Education 


and Ministerial Relief 


this month. Look up in your Blue Book, the 

names of the ministers who serve at the colleges 
and universities of your own state. Write to them, 
asking in what ways—even if little ways—vour church 
can help in caring for these Presbyterian boys and 
girls from all over the state. 

And then—Christmas! You will already be doing 
everything in your power to prepare the way for this 
giving of “self, service, and substance” to the Little 
Child of Bethlehem. If you have not yet received it, 
write to the office for the list of Christmas materials 
which we expect to issue. Prepare the way and 


T i important things come up for your attention 


through prayer, enthusiasm, and hard work, make this 
the most joyful Christmas your church has ever ex- 
perienced—because everything was done in the name 
and for the sake of the Lord Jesus. Then— 


All round our feet shall shine 

A light like that the Wise Men saw, 
If we our loving wills incline 

To that sweet life which is the law. 


So shall we learn to understand 
The simple faith of shepherds then, 
And kindly clasping, hand in hand, 
Sing, “Peace on earth, good will to men!” 





ber. 





Poster Suggestion 


A further suggestion -for a “Joy Gift” poster, for you to make or 
have made, will appear in THE PRESBYTERIAN SURVEY for Decem- 
An illustrated pamphlet carries additional suggestions for making 
more than a dozen posters on the “Joy Gift,” and on other phases of 
the work of Christian Education and Ministerial Relief. 
Urban Building, Louisville, Ky.; send postage. 


Order from 410 








CHRISTIAN EDUATION AND MINISTERIAL RELIEF 


Budget Receipts—April 1, 1933—October 1, 1933. 
Budget Receipts—April 1, 1934—October 1, 1934. 


Decrease for six months 
Decrease from other sources 


Total decrease from all sources . 
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$34,965.28 
34,115.23 


$ 850.05 
6,924.68 
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Why I Believe in Home Missions 


By P. D. MILLER, Educational Secretary, Home Mission Committee 


T IS well for us frequently to take stock of our own 
deepest feelings regarding the great matters of our 
Christian faith. We do well to take a Cause like 

Home Missions, or Foreign Missions, before the bar 
of our own souls and see if we have any deep con- 
victions regarding them. The most vulnerable spot 
in the world-wide missionary enterprise today is not 
where we most often imagine—that is in the empty 
treasuries of Christendom. Our most serious trouble 
lies here in the realm of personal convictions on the 
part of Christian people. For the true believer there 
is a “finality” in Jesus and a sufficiency in the gospel 
that writes no question marks across the missionary 
movement. When men are certainly lost and there is 
only one Saviour, and J am his messenger, then the 
divine matter of missions becomes too important for me 
to hesitate long over finances. My heart will find a 
way where my hands have failed to do so. When our 
Christian convictions ring true, finances will inevitably 
take care of themselves. 

With some such thought in mind the writer has at- 
tempted to look squarely at this Home Mission business 
and put down some of the reasons why he believes in it. 
The reasons adduced are not new, but they are shared 
here because they are honestly held. I shall state 
them briefly as the basis of my conviction regarding 
Home Missions. 


1. It Is Gop’s Work 

Home Missions is a part of the Church’s ministry 
which was divinely ordained of God through the words 
of his Son. It has as its object the salvation of men, 
and such an objective originated at no other place but 
in the heart of God. However fallible may he the 
human hands which carry it forward, Home Missions 
in the final analysis is of divine origin, running 
straight back to the authoritative voice of One who said, 
“Go ye,” “preach,” “teach,” “feed my sheep.” 

Not enly have we here a divinely ordained work, 
but its ultimate outcome is divinely insured. The word 
of our Saviour is out that he will be present with us 
in preaching his gospel “unto the end of the age.”” Nor 
shall his word return unto him void, for he is in the 
midst of his messengers to apply the Word through 
the Holy Spirit to the saving of men. If this work is 
of God, then God’s people have no choice to make. 
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It is theirs. Consequently, I take it as my own re- 
sponsibility and privilege. 


2.. Ir Has COMMANDED Our BEst 


By this I mean that Home Missions down through 
the years has commanded the services of some of the 
best among our men and women. Not only so, but it 
has called out the best and most Christlike elements 
in these men and women. Home Mission work in Amer- 
ica for the past two hundred and fifty years has called 
for statesmanship, for faith in God and man, for humil- 
ity, for the willingness to serve in obscurity and to 
suffer in silence. All this and more it has demanded 
and found in the noble men and women who have 
followed in the spiritual line of Francis Makemie, 
William Robinson, Samuel Davies, John McElhenny, 
David Rice, Cyrus Kingsbury, Daniel Baker, and their 
kind. It is out of a full knowledge of the Home Mis- 
sionary’s qualities that Dr. Ernest Trice Thompson 
dedicates Presbyterian Missions in the Southern United 
States to “The Home Missionary who has toiled sacri- 
ficially, and suffered hardship for the love of Christ 
and his fellowmen, and who is mainly responsible for 
the advancement of God’s kingdom throughout the 
South.” 

We subscribe to and rejoice in a movement that has 
always been able to command the life and love of 
such men and women. Those men and women among 
us today are too many to name, but they are no less 
heroic than the ones who have gone before, and I bear 
this testimony, that their lives call forth my highest 
confidence. ‘They constantly make me ashamed of my 
own poverty-stricken soul. I believe in Home Missions 
because I believe in the Home Missionaries themselves 
—both past and present. 


3. Ir Has Propucep RESULTS 


One need not argue the point that Home Missions 
has produced results. Recently a thoughtful student 
of history wrote, ‘““The history of Home Missions is the 
best argument for. Home Missions.’ He was abso- 
lutely right. Read the record and ask yourself whence 
came our Christian institutions of learning? Almost 
every one. of them came into existence as aids to Home 
Mission work in earlier days, and they ought never 
to despise their founders. Whence came the churches 
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scattered all across this vast continent? ‘They were 
planted by pioneering Home Missionaries and fostered 
by Home Missionary Boards and Societies through 
many years of their early history. Whence came the 
great Protestant Denominations of North America? 
Whese movement are they today? He who reads the 
record of history will answer. They came as the re- 
sult of slow and painful and persistent labors of the 
Home Missionary in his long trek from the Chesa- 
peake Bay to the Golden Gate. The Presbyterian de- 
nomination is our Home Missionary’s trophy before 
God and his only claim to fame on earth. I believe 
in a movement that has had to compete with paganism 
across a continent and has so far conquered as to stamp 
itself in the very moral fibre of our national life. I 
have tried to stretch my mind to take in the import 
of Home Missions in American history, and the more 
of it I take in, the more profoundly do I believe in the 
enterprise today. 


4. Ir Reruses To BE SIDETRACKED 

By this we mean that Home Missions will accept 
no substitute for the central message it goes out to 
deliver. It preaches Christ crucified for a sinning race 
of men. ‘The Home Missionary teaches that culture 
will not substitute for religion and that the only re- 
form movement worth preaching is the reformation of 
character through the regeneration of human souls. 
Society desperately needs adjustment at many points, 
and the Home Missionary makes his valuable contri- 
bution whenever and however he can. But the Home 
Mission enterprise as a whole has no substitute to 
offer lost individuals or society in the place of this 
formula, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou 
shalt be saved.” Home Missions may be outwardly 
weak and often faltering in its onward march, but it 
has only one message. It has not today, and never 
has had, any doubt about what that message is. I be- 
lieve in a movement that has never forgotten the nature 
of its divine orders. 


5. Ir Is Our ONLY Hopr 
The work of Home Missions is taking Jesus Christ 
to lost and sinning men and attempting to bring them 
to become “‘people of the way.” After all that is our 
only hope. 


Preaching the gospel is our only hope for a con- 
tinued living Church. To this end was the Church 
founded, and only when thus occupied may she ex- 
pect to live. From a purely numerical standpoint, no 
denomination in America can even hold its own for long 
without the recruiting work of her Home Missionaries. 
Spiritually it is impossible for us as a Church to live, 
and not give the gospel. A spiritual revival is always 
attended by a new missionary enthusiasm. 

This is our only hope for the nation. We do not 
need prosperity today half so badily as we need char- 
acter. And the only builder of character on earth is a 
combination of the Church and the. Christian home. 
We can educate and legislate and regulate till the end 
of time, but we miss the point of our present need 
entirely if we fail to understand that ‘righteousness 
exalteth a nation’—and that nothing else will. The 
humblest Home Missionary has known this truth all 
the time, and we desperately need to multiply his testi- 
mony a thousandfold today. 

This is the only hope for society itself. Suppose a 
time should ever come when we changed our time- 
honored form of Government—and the nation became 
something other than it is today. Whatever substitute 
we might conceive would still need character as its 
foundation, and must finally depend on the Christian 
Church to produce it. I do not vision any passing 
of our Government—we are still a young and virile 
nation. But whatever outward form our social order 
should ever take, we are still sinners and must be 
saved by Grace—one at a time and in the old-fashion 
way. And so I say the gospel of Christ is our only 
hope. now or at any conceivable future time. Hence 
the belief with all my heart in the man and the move- 
ment that is keeping Christ at the center, and going 
out to preach him to the multitudes of men and women 
and little children who crowd every corner of the land. 

Each time the Home Mission Season comes around 
our people face a more momentous question than they 
imagine. It faces us today, and must be answered 
with the prayers we offer and the gifts we make. The 
question is: Do I believe in Home Missions enough to 
make it go on? Answer that question today before 
God and in the light of your own spiritual privileges. 


Atlanta, Ga. 


Suggestions for Our November Prayer Hours 


Let us praise God for his praying people everywhere. 

Let us praise him for those men and women and 
young people who shall gather during the Week of 
Prayer and Self-Denial, November 11-18, to inter- 
cede for his work and workers in our Home Mission 
fields. 

Let us praise him for the work that he has done and 
is continuing to do through the Home Mission efforts 
of our Church. 

Let us praise him for the untiring and effective work 
done by our Home Mission workers. 


Let us thank him for the sacrificial gifts which have 
been made by some Christian people for the exten- 
sion of his work. 


Let us pray that the thrill of sacrificial giving may be 
the experience of many of our people, who have never 
had such an experience, through this special Home 
Mission season. 


Let us pray for those for whom we are responsible, 
in our Home Mission field, yea, for those who are at 
our very doors, that they may be led to accept Christ, 

































































Forward with Christ 


ACKNOWLEDGING HIS GIFTS 


“Hear, ye that are far off, what I have done; and, ye that are near, acknowledge 
my might.”—Isaiah 33:13. 


To acknowledge God’s might would mean to acknowledge him in everything that 
enters into the experience of a true child of God; for “all things” are under his 
control and “work together for good to them who love the Lord, who are the called 
according to his purpose.” Every child who can say, “Jesus is the ‘Lover of my 
soul’”’ will acknowledge God’s might and “give thanks always for all things in 
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to God.” 

“God knows what praise will do for his children; therefore, not once but many, 
many times, he bids them utter the words of praise.” Taking time to acknowledge 
the Lord in all things and to give him “the praise due unto his name” will do several 
things for our own hearts. Even though it may mean the taking of time from other 
duties, or from fellowship with earthly friends, or the giving up of some self-satis- 
fying desire, it will bring rich reward to us. 

The following are only three of the many profitable issues which enter into 
our experience and are priceless in what they do for our own souls, when we take the 
time to “give God the glory”: 

1. We count our own blessings. (Read Psa. 107:1-8.) If we acknowledge 
God as “the giver of every good... gift,” do we not have to “stand still, and 
consider the wondrous works of God”? Ought we not to follow the hymn writer’s 
instruction: “Count your many blessings, name them one by one”? And you will 
be surprised to see what the Lord hath done. Won’t you pause just now and count 
your blessings, even if you count his gifts to you for only the past twenty-four hours, 
and see what it does to your own soul? You will be helped if you have “eyes to 
see” behind the material gifts to the Giver. 

2. We meditate on the goodness of God. (Read Psa. 136.) If we have truly 

counted our blessings and listed his gifts to us, we have before us a record that will 
lead us to meditate on the God of boundless love. Nothing is more soul-refreshing 
and heart-strengthening than thoughts and experiences which cause us to see the 
goodness and greatness of our God. Think, if you will, on him who creates the 
beauties of the earth for our enjoyment, who supplies all necessities of life, who gives 
“abundantly above anything that we could ask or think” for ourselves. In the light 
of what you have been led to see of God as you have counted your blessings, what 
do you think of the catechism definition of God as “infinite, eternal, unchangeable 
in his being, wisdom, power, holiness, justice, goodness, and truth”? Could any 
definition be too big for God as we know him? What do you think of this, a 
child’s definition of God? Is it not suggestive? ‘God is so big that the world 
cannot contain him, but he is so small that he dwells in my heart.” 
3. We have our own love deepened. We cannot observe with “seeing eyes’ the 
God of love in his daily ministry to us and not be moved into an ever-deepening 
love for him. Paul said: “The love of Christ constraineth me.” Yes, and behind 
that One who gave himself for us is the love of God, who through the Holy Spirit 
is hourly ministering to our needs. Love begets love, thus the acknowledging of his 
gifts of love will deepen our love for him. 

Let us therefore, during this special praise month of the year, give ourselves 
to the acknowledging of his gifts. Perhaps the joys and blessings of this may 
prove so valuable in our Christian experience that it may become the daily practice 
of our lives. May God give to his responsive children such an experience, that as 
we move “forward with Christ” “conquering and to conquer” we may ever give him 
the praise. 


—JANIE McCu7cHen. 
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The Large Auxiliary at Work 


By MRS. WILLIAM SHIELDS CLAGETT 


Deak ELIZABETH: 

You inform us fine reports on our auxiliary ever 
and anon flow your way. ‘Then you ask some very 
definite questions as to our methods of work. We could 
give a few short words in reply including Prayer, Faith, 
Work, Intelligent Understanding, Codperation, and 
Wise Direction, and sign off. But there is so much 
more of detail that neither of us would be satisfied 
with a bare statement. However, the latter course, 
necessarily somewhat lengthy, has the disadvantage of 
putting you in the mental attitude of the little boy 
who tired of his guests and confided to his grandmother 
—‘J am sorry I evited them.” So, you, my dear 
Elizabeth, must know, we are a large group—eleven 
circles, including the Business Woman’s. The latter 
meets at the church once a month, at night, with din- 
ner served. 

We both humbly and thankfully list our assets. 
We are not unmindful of Central’s physical equipment 
as an aid in our work, with her hospitable doors al- 
ways open to us. The church’s generous equipment 
of parlor, lecture-room, dining-room, pianos, conse- 
crated janitor service, a warm comfortable meeting place 
in winter and an attractive cool one in summer and, 
Elizabeth, you know how we dread the heat, are all 
available to us. And, we even have our own telephone. 
An efficient Woman’s House Committee adds to our 
comfort. We mention these creature comforts, that 
we be not magnified above our work. 

We celebrated Central’s seventy-fifth anniversary 
nearly two years ago. All down our history there has 
been a record of faithful women, including our own 
Jennie Hanna, one of the founders of the Woman’s 
Auxiliary. We still have a delightful hangover of 
quilters from the ‘“Pastor’s Aid,” the women who be- 
gan the Friday lunches in our church, of which you 
will hear more later. So faithful in attendance are 
these women, spending Wednesdays and Fridays at 
the quilting frame, that one almost regards them as 
hostesses. Others, too, piece the quilts, and we fairly 
feast our eyes upon the finished product. On Fridays 
there is also White Cross Work and garment making, 
so there is always something to give to our own Kellers- 
bergers in Africa, Meta Biggar in Korea, the School 
of the Ozarks, Farmington Home, the Italian Mission to 
which our auxiliary gives a willing and devoted serv- 
ice, the Interdenominational Home for Girls, the Crit- 
tenden Home, ministers’ families, and possibly others. 
Of course, we also have the joy of being individual 
givers. Now, Elizabeth, you know our Wednesday 
evening dinners are largely for the convenience of those 
who cannot get home from business, have dinner, and 
attend prayer meeting. A dinner chairman “rotates” 
from each circle, she also having the Friday luncheon. 
There is no profit connected with our meals, only an 
effort to balance expenses. We have no sale features. 
Our pastor, Dr. J. Layton Mauze, believes these mid- 
week dinners draw the people closer together and in- 
sists on the manifestation of a friendly spirit—and 
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Central is a friendly church. The importance of the 
Friday luncheons can hardly be over-estimated. Work 
for busy fingers, the mingling of the many interests, 
opportunities for conference, visitors, and all meeting 
on an equal footing, make this day’s activities readily 
recognized as one of our finest factors. Unless there 
is a program, the day’s work is closed with a devo- 
tional. And, Elizabeth, of course you would sense the 
opportunity for a missionary or a visiting auxiliary 
worker to talk. 

Now, my dear, are you thinking “She will never 
get to the Circles”? It does look as if this might be 
a continued story, but your demands were a little heavy, 
shall we say? Our women have responded in a won- 
derful way to leadership, but many do require quite a 
bit of persuasion. Our president, Mrs. C. L. Brokaw, 
could testify to fine codperation, and we could say 
of her that she both capably and acceptably performs 
her many duties. I believe, too, she would say that 
the work has been a blessing to her. 

Circle members are drawn, not placed, and from that 
time until the end of the year our chairmen are very 
busy women. Our pastor and some of our chairmen 
are converted to the social contacts afforded by having 
the circle meetings in the homes, with luncheon or 
tea served. They believe it affords an opportunity 
to contact the unused and disinterested woman. Others 
This 
creates no unpleasant division however. It only exem- 
plifies the old saying that we do not always see things 
alike. Possibly our chairmen are not greatly different 
from many others. Devoted and persistent, they con- 
stantly work for contacts by phoning and personal 
calls. Codperation seems to be their watchword. The 
Bible Study is usually given by a recognized Bible 
teacher, and Central has some outstanding ones, but 
our less experienced women have done some acceptable 
work. All phases of educational work are pretty well 
covered at our circle meetings. The church has long 
had prayer groups. 

An annual feature of our auxiliary is a Sunday 
afternoon program of talks and music at the Helping 
Hand Institute. This is always followed by refresh- 
ments. Central’s reputation for a generous supply of 
the latter may cause the crowd that always makes us 
regret our baskets were not larger. We might say here 
the endeavor this year to improve the physical appear- 
ance and equipment of a home mission church in our 
city, Hollywood, has been a delight in achievement 
and a tonic for our souls. As this is written, in early 
February, we show 71 per cent in attendance and giv- 
ing. On the day of the inspirational program, our 
“Birthday Table” is attractively decorated in a man- 
ner typical of the month and festive with candle- 
bedecked cakes. This feature is so novel and timely 
that it always brings much delight. Appropriate deco- 
rations, typical of the program, are found in the lecture 
room. I wish you could see some of our program 
outlines. ‘The one for December was especially at- 


are equally insistent on meeting in the church. 
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tractive. On the outside of a skyblue foider had been 
placed five silver stars—one large star and four smaller 
ones. 

My dear, our women are human dynamos, and with 
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a passion for work. When the idea bug gets under 
their bonnets, they entertain it, they let it stay there, 
and they work it out. 


Sincerely, your auxiliary friend, Mary. 


A Business Woman's Group Conference 
By MRS. D. A. BROCKINGTON 


(Norek:—-A number of Business Woman's Group Conferences have been held in different parts of the Assem- 
bly, and letters to the Committee on Woman’s Work show that such conferences are being brought about and 


planned for in yet other sections. 


Just recently information comes that Charleston Presbyterial has held its 
first but very successful Business Woman’s Conference. 


This article, which tells of the plans for and the pro- 


gram of this Conference will be of general interest to other groups.) 


HE women of First Church, Charleston, where the 
meeting was held, bore no expense, but they did 
furnish a committee to serve about the supper 

table and to decorate the supper room and the room 

where the program was carried out. 

The presbyterial hired a caterer to provide the sup- 
per, and paid all expenses for the simple decorations 
of the tables and rooms. Also for the multigraphing 
of the programs. 

A committee of presbyterial general officers, together 
with chairmen of Business Woman’s Circles in the city 
of Charleston, formed the program committee to choose 
a suitable date, settle on hours best suited to business 
women, and other practical questions, and to outline a 
program that would be of especial interest to business 
women. 

It has to be borne in mind that there was no pre- 
cedent upon which to base this work. We had no 
way of knowing how much the business women al- 
ready knew. And so it was decided to give a resumé 
of the whole Woman’s Work, a sort of bird’s-eye view, 
a background for the work that they would be doing 
in their circles throughout the months and years ahead. 
We feel that we did just this through the program used. 
The place of the business woman was emphasized in 
every talk. 

During the supper period the presbyterial president 
very briefly and informally welcomed the business 
women and stated the reason for holding the gathering. 
The presbyterial president also presided over the pro- 
gram meeting. After the meal we adjourned to the 
assembly hall for the program, which was as follows: 
The Worship Period (five minutes), consisted of a 

Prayer of Praise, reading of a Psalm of Praise and 

singing the Doxology. 

Registration Report (two minutes), gave number pres- 
ent from each Business Woman’s Circle, number 
present from Presbyterial Executive Board, num- 
ber of visitors present. 

Mechanical Outline of Woman’s Work (ten minutes). 
This was a poster talk showing the Business 
Woman’s Circle as a vital cog in the machinery 
of Woman’s Work. The talk was based on in- 


formation given on pages 35-60 of Mrs. Wins- 
borough’s book, ‘The Woman’s Auxiliary,” and 
the poster was an enlargement of the chart on 


page 36. The one giving this talk outlined the 
purpose of each of the four Executive Committees. 
Some really helpful ways and practical suggestions 
were given as to how the business women can be 
of help to these four Committees. 

Work of Synod and Presbytery (ten minutes). This 
was given very cleverly as a News Broadcast over 
the radio. It was an outline of this work and 
what the women do to assist the causes of the 
synod and presbytery. 

Charleston Presbyterial (ten minutes). A business-like 
statement of the presbyterial organization, its func- 
tions and accomplishments. 

Special Music (five minutes). Solo. 

Birthday Gift (five minutes). A very brief statement 
about the Birthday Gift plan through the years, 
with report on the gift last May and thanks to 
the Business Women for their participation in it, 
and an inspirational closing sentence for all future 
Birthday Gifts. 

Montreat (five minutes). A very practical talk show- 
ing business women the physical and spiritual ad- 
vantages of spending their summer vacations in 
Montreat; also rates on busses, boarding expenses, 
etc., were given. (At the fall Conference a re- 
port of the Montreat Conference might be given 
by one who had attended.) 

Deeper Spiritual Life (ten minutes). This closing 
message showed the business women the oppor- 
tunities for individual spiritual growth gained by 
auxiliary members through certain channels 
stressed in cur Woman’s Work. Without bringing 
in the Standard or stressing any mechanical de- 
vice it covered the first eight objectives of the 
Standard and closed the meeting on a very high 
spiritual note. 

Hymn (two minutes). ‘“O Worship the King.” 

Benediction (one minute). 

Needless to say, to present the above program in the 
hour and a half allowed required preparation and real 
coéperation on the part of each woman participating, 
but it was carried out exactly as planned, on time to the 
minute. 

A literature table was placed beside the registration 
table and all literature was free to the business women, 
the presbyterial taking care of the purchase price. 
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How 


As Found in Texas 


By SARAH LIE PIMMONS 


Synodical meeting or the Synodical Auxiliary 

Training School which it was our good fortune 
to attend recently, but rather is it an effort to pass on 
to The Presbyterian Survey readers a few of the many 
unusual things which we saw or heard about on our 
recent visit and which we believe will be of general 
interest to auxiliary members in other sections. Held 
together as we are by a common bond, we are each 
interested in the plans and achievements of the other, 
are we not? 

We would say in passing, however, that the Texas 
Synodical meeting precedes the Auxiliary Training 
School, and that both are held at Westminster Encamp- 
ment in Kerrville. This year 150 delegates attended 
the synodical, and the training school registration was 
186, with sixty-nine credit awards. 

The first “unusual” item which we would mention is 
one which we believe will be of general interest to 
every synodical president. The Texas Synodical placed 
in its budget for this year an item for a synodical type- 
writer for the use of the president, the cost of same to 
come out of the “undesignated fund.” Wouldn’t it be 
a fine thing if every synodical owned this “essential 
tool,” for does it not seem that it is one of the essen- 
tials? In a letter from Mrs. T. M. Cunningham, the 
synodical president, written soon after the close of the 
training school, she said: “I’m writing on synodical’s 
new Smith Corono. A member of the finance com- 
mittee came by for me the very morning after I got 
home, and we went to the typewriter supply house and 
bought this! It’s such a joy to write on a machine! 
My executive board was most thoughtful.” 

We heard much about One-day Conferences for 
Negro women—and certainly it is “unusual” that twen- 
ty-five of these were held in Texas last year with an 
attendance ranging from twenty to two hundred! It is 
the hope that these one-day conferences will be “feed- 
crs” for the state conference. 

Plans were made at the synodical to hold several 
Auxiliary Officers’ Training Conferences for the nine- 
teen auxiliaries in the Texas-Mexican Presbyterial, the 
request for these coming from the presbyterial president, 
Mrs. Granados. Those of you who were at Montreat 
for the 1933 Auxiliary Training School will remember 
Mrs. Granados as the young bride who was one of the 
group of Pres.-Mex. girls who conducted the lovely 
vesper service for us one evening. Mrs. Granados is a 
graduate of Pres.-Mex., and as the wife of one of our 
pastors to the Texas-Mexicans and as_presbyterial 
president is doing a fine work for her people. The 
synodical set aside $50 to take care of the expenses 
of these special conferences. Mrs. Cunningham is pre- 
paring, in Spanish, a simplified set of ‘duties’ leaflets 
for various officers and Cause secretaries, for use in 
lexas-Mexican Presbyterial. Quite a task this, and 
cur entire Auxiliary will be indebted to her for this 
contribution to our Mexican women in Texas, for the 
Home Mission work among the Mexicans of Texas is 


Ts is in no way an attempt to report the ‘Texas 
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the responsibility of our entire Assembly. In this 
connection, it is of general interest to know that the 
Mexicans of Texas have their own Prayer Calendar, 
printed in Spanish, which follows, in a general way 
but in a more abbreviated form, our own Church Calen- 
dar ot Prayer. All phases ot the work of the Church 
are mentioned in the Calendar, which is prepared by 
Senora G. A. Walls, of Fort Worth. 


We have heard so much of the bigness of Texas 
that perhaps a statement in regard to its size fails to 
register. But what of this?—It is a very common oc- 
currence, and especially in El] Paso and Western ‘Texas 
Presbyterials, for the women to travel as far as 150 
to 200 miles to attend a group conference! One auxil- 
iary of twenty-seven members had a 100 per cent at- 
tendance at their group conference, held forty miles 
wway. 

It is gratifying to note that the leadership of the 
Texas Auxiliary is recognized by other denominations, 
as evidenced by the fact that one past presbyterial 
president was asked by the Houston Federation of Mis- 


esionary Societies to teach a five-hour credit course on 


World Peace in their week’s training school. 


Those auxiliaries with only a half dozen or a dozen 
members who feel that they cannot carry out the Auxil- 
lary program of work will be interested te know that 
one auxiliary in Texas reports only two members—- 
and yet it carries out the Auxiliary program of work, 
giving to each Cause and observing the special study 
seasons and Season of Prayer and Self-Denial. Both 
of these women attended the Synodical Training School 
and spoke particularly of the joy which they experience 
in observing the study seasons and Seasons of Prayer 
and Self-Denial. 


Again for the benefit of the small auxiliary—one 
auxiliary has only eleven members and only three oi 


these are Presbyterian. We had the pleasure of meet- 
ing the president of this auxiliary, and she told us 
that even though her auxiliary cannot shift circle mem- 
bership as they can have only one circle, they are 
practicing the principle of the Auxiliary-Circle plan 
of shifting—they do this by “shifting” cause secre- 
taries. And they give to each cause secretary the ex- 
tra title of “Circle Chairman”! Listen to the monthly 
program schedule of this big-little auxiliary. The first 
meeting of the month, held at the church, is that of the 
auxiliary; the second meeting, also held at the church, 
is for Bible Study; and the third meeting, held in the 
homes of the “Circle Chairmen” is that of the circle. 
The programs at these circle meetings, we were told, 
are always good, and surely they must be, for we 
learned that, even though the membership is only 
eleven, the attendance is from fifteen to thirty, with as 
many as fifty or more present when special programs 
are presented. As soon as the program literature ar- 
rives from the Committee on Woman’s Work a meet- 
ing is held and plans made for presenting it—a good 
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example, this, for the large as well as the small auxil- 
iaries. Perhaps there is some connection between good 
programs and the unusual attendance! 

We know you will want us to tell you about the 
Roosevelt Auxiliary, organized only last April, for it 
is most unusual in that it is fifty miles from a rail- 
road! We were glad of the privilege of meeting at 
Kerrville five of the members of this auxiliary, and of 
learning that they are following the Auxiliary-Circle 
plan most effectively and using the Year Book of Pro- 
gram literature. The Roosevelt Church was only or- 
ganized a year ago in October—the result of the Home 
Mission plan of evangelizing a whole county. 

In this connection, we were impressed with the ex- 
tensive Home Mission enterprise which awaits us in 
the great open unchurched places of Texas! It was 
our good fortune to visit one of these Home Mission 
fields. On the way to the church, we stopped at the 
home of one of the members, and three of the five chil- 
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dren of that home rode with us to the service. Our 
interest was at once secured when the fcurteen-ycar old 
boy announced, “I’m superintendent of the Sunday 
school now.” It was dark when we arrived at the lit- 
tle church in the village and found the waiting con- 
gregation on the church steps. We «are sure we never 
heard sweeter music, even from well-trained voices. 
than was made by the Junior choir of that mission 
church. Over and over the thought came to us as we 
realized that this was the only Protestant church within 
a radius of at least thirty miles, “What if cur Church 
was not making this work possible?” We think that 
never again shall we make an offering to Assembly’s 
Home Missions without seeing those children’s faces 
smiling out to us, hearing their voices ringing and that 
young boy saying, “I’m superintendent of the Sunday 
school now.” We think, too, that we shall feel a spe- 
cial pride in having a small part in so fine a work! 
Texas, we are with you! 


Does This Mean Anything to You? 


A Digest of Some Pertinent Facts Found on the Printed Page 


member and a member of the Church of Christ— 
1. That one of our mission schools reports 
an average of thirty professions of faith in Christ 
among the students every year—young people who 
would not otherwise be reached with the gospel in its 
purity? A teacher in this school says: “Oh, yes, we 
teach Geometry, Science, and the like, but the objec- 
tive uppermost in the mind of each worker is Chris- 
tian character building. The superintendent of the 
farm is interested in corn, beans, and potatoes, but he 
is more interested in guiding aright the youths who 
are under his care. Those who work in the kitchen 
and dining-room are anxious to have well-planned 
meals, cooked to a turn and served on the minute. At 
the same time, the one in charge realizes that she is 
moulding lives for future years.” 

2. That in another mission school there is an ac- 
tive gospel team of students who go out and conduct 
services at mission points? And that in several 
churches of that same presbytery there are other groups 
of young people who go out under the direction of 
the Home Mission worker of the presbytery and con- 
duct services in outlying districts? Here is what the 
Home Missionary, after three years of service in that 
field, has to say of this work: “Three years ago there 
were three Young People’s Societies in this area; to- 
day there are fifteen active societies im my field. In 
the past three years we have received into the church 
in‘this field almost 450 persons. We now have about 
1,200 Presbyterians in this section. There is a very 
definite Youth Movement on in the Ozarks, leading 
to the Presbyterian Church. I am glad that our Church 
is going forward in this work.” 

3. That one of last year’s graduates of Austin 


oe it mean anything to you, as an Auxiliary 


Theological Seminary, a young American, offered to 
go out and preach to the Mexicans of the Southwest, 
expressing his desire to live in the Mexican homes 
and receive as salary only what the Mexicans could 
give to him? Does it mean anything to you that he 
chose to do this rather than accept a call to a church 
that offered him $75.00 a month and a home? 

4. That some of the greatest converts of Christianity 
are Jews and that there is no other mission field that 
yields such rich fruitage as does the Jewish mission 
field? Without mentioning the names of living Jewish 
Christians, here are some of the giants of the Church 
who have made rich contributions to our Christian 
faith by their acceptance of Christ: 

Theologian and Author, Alfred Edersheim. 
There is hardly a pastor’s library without the 
books of Edersheim. Someone said, “If one were 
to own but one ‘Life of Jesus,’ it should be Eder- 
sheim’s.” 

Church Historian, Johann Neander. Of him 
it is said that “He was the father of modern 
Church history, a child in spirit, a man in intel- 
lect, a giant in learning, and a saint in spirit.” 

Composer of Sacred Music, Felix Mendelssohn. 
When we enter our churches and the organist 
plays a prelude to prepare us for the amosphere 
of worship, is there anything to equal Mendels- 
sohn’s works, his psalm, his Oratorios of St. Paul 
and Elijah? 

Painter of Biblical Subjects, Edward Bende- 
mann. His “Three Wise Men,” “Fall of Jeru- 


salem,” and “The Jews Led Into Captivity,” are 
world famous. 

Missionary, Isaac Schereschewsky. 
spent a lifetime in China. 


This man 
Translated the Bible 
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THE 
into the Mandarin language, established a college 
and seminary in Shanghai and became Episcopal 
Bishop of China. He was a remarkable Chris- 
tian. 

5. That Home Mission churches, in general, show 
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better results proportionate to their membership, in 
recruiting new members, than do the stronger churches 
in more stable communities? That the average Home 
Mission church is the most effective church we have 


in winning converts ? 
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Annual Week of Prayer and Self-Denial for Assembly's Home Missions— November 11-18 


THE CircLE PROGRAM 


Topic: ‘“Ministering to Strangers” 

The following facts about this Home Mission work 
our Church is doing for our “neighbors of many races” 
were gleaned largely from Dr. McMillan’s book Near 
Neighbors, and should be of special help in presenting 
this program: 

Cubans: Missions at ‘Tampa and Key West. In 
Tampa (Ybor City) an organized church with fifty- 
five members. The presence of 20,000 Cubans and 
8,000 Italians in Tampa presents a real challenge. 
The farthest south church in our Assembly is in Key 
West on the tip end of Florida and ninety miles from 
Havana, Cuba. Here we have a bi-lingual church for 
Americans and Cubans, with Rev. Alfred de Barritt, 
a competent and consecrated minister, in charge. 

Czecho-Slovakians: This work is at Prince George, 
Virginia, in the Presbytery of East Hanover. The mis- 
sionary pastor, Rev. Adolph Makovsky, writes: “The 
majority of farms in Prince George County are owned 
by the Czecho-Slovak people. Several of our families 
belonged to the Reformed Church in Europe and were 
the foundation of our church here. 

“Every year we use more English language in our 
work. Since the immigration was so restricted we have 
very little addition from Europe. Our young people 
are Americanized and many marry with Americans. 
We feel we are just filling the gap between the old 
country and this better country.” 


Chinese: This work is in the city of New Orleans 
and in codperation with the presbytery. There is a 
mission with a Sunday school and frequent services in 
a building which the presbytery owns. Miss Lois Gar- 
rison is in charge of the mission, and the superintendent 
and teachers of the Sunday school are provided by the 
various churches. It has never been practical to or- 
ganize a Chinese church. Converts of the mission 
unite with the church of their choice. There are five 
or six Chinese who are members of the Canal Street 
Presbyterian Church. Some of the Chinese trained at 
this mission have gone back to their native land and 
carried on there most successfully the same work. 

Hungarians: There are missions for Hungarians in 
Louisiana and Virginia. At Hammond, La., there is 
a growing and prosperous church of ninety members. 
The Hungarian work in southwestern Virginia centers 
at Norton, with several outposts. This work has a far- 
reaching influence throughout all this section. 


Italians: The Italian work is located in Galveston, 
Texas, and in Kansas City, Missouri. The Italian 
Institute and Central Chapel, with a branch known 
as the Northeast Italian Mission is maintained in co- 
operation with the Central Presbyterian Church, Kansas 
City. This mission, with Rev. J. B. Bisceglia, Th.D., 
as pastor, stands unique in the bounds of our Assem- 
bly in its Christianization work among immigrant peo- 
ples. It has been described as the most successful 
mission for Italians in the United States. 

In Galveston, Texas, there is an Italian Presbyterian 
church of thirty-five members. 

Mexicans: The work for Mexicans is in codpera- 
tion with the Synod of Texas. It is the oldest and 
most extensive of our foreign language work. 

Texas-Mexican Industrial Institute, Kingsville, 
Texas, was opened October 1, 1912, on a 660-acre tract 
of uncleared land, with a mule barn for classroom and 
a feed shed for a dormitory. From this small and 
humble begining, the school has grown steadily in 
equipment and in usefulness. 

‘“‘Tex.-Mex.” is conducted on the basis of self-help. 
The school is conceived on the plan of providing work 
of an agricultural and industrial nature, as well as 
study, recreation, and religious work. A large part 
of each day is devoted to work in the fields, dairies, 
the printing press, and other useful occupations neces- 
sary for the running of the school. The course of 
study completes the high school curriculum, and the 
purpose of the industrial work is not only to teach the 
boys how to use their hands, but to enable them to 
earn money to pay their expenses, as usually only the 
poorest Mexican youth are served by this school. 

Presbyterian Mexican Girls’ School, Taft, Texas, 
had its beginning in the birthday gift of $50,000 by 
the Synodical Auxiliaries, $25,000 of this being given 
by the Synodical of Texas. This gift was increased 
by the contribution of two hundred acres of land and 
$10,000 in cash by Mr. and Mrs. Joseph F. Green 
and other citizens of Taft, Texas, where the school is 
located. The first dormitory was erected in 1924, and 
the school opened with twenty-four girls. The stu- 
dents are chosen by the various churches and mission 
centers, so that the girls enter school as the chosen 
representatives of their communities. They pay and 
earn by the industrial work of the school one-half of 
their expenses. All the students are received on the 
same financial basis and all are required to do regu- 
larly-assigned housework. 
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From this school are coming many young women who 
are a power for good among their people as home- 
makers, as teachers, and as leaders among the other 
thousands who have not had the privilege of such a 
training. 

In the 122,000,000 people living in the United States 
there are every race, language, and color; every faith 
and religion; every trade and vocation and condition 
of living that the world affords. They are one only 
in the sense that they live under one government and 
one flag. In every other sense the races and classes are 
separate and diverse and oftentimes hostile one to an- 
other. 

Is there any influence or force or spirit that can 
take this vast complexity of races and classes and 


Counsel 


CONCERNING CIRCLES 


HEN I was asked to meet in Counsel Corner 
with you 5,438 circle chairmen from all parts 
of our Church, and to counsel with you about 
vour circle work, I got out my circle chairman’s note- 
book because I knew that I’d find in it at least one 
good idea which could be passed on to you. Instead 
of one, there are many—so many in fact that I’m only 
attempting to give you a few of them. Before giving 
you the “brought-on” ideas, as my mountain cousin 
says of those things she finds here and there, I want 
to tell you what a source of joy my notebook has been. 
I take it with me to every circle meeting and, am I 
glad! Yes, always. On the inside cover of the note- 
book I have securely pasted the envelope containing the 
circle chairman’s literature. This packet I ordered 
from the Committee on Woman’s Work as soon as 
I agreed to be a circle chairman. It casts 10 cents, 
but it has been worth much more than ten times ten 
cents. It seems to me that we never have a circle meet- 
ing that some one does not bring up a question which 
necessitates reference to the Constitution—and there it 
is in the envelope in my notebook! It contains, also, 
the Calendar of Activities and a copy of the Explana- 
tion of the Auxiliary Standard, and, if ever we had 
a circle meeting when both of these Auxiliary “tools” 
were not needed, I do not remember the occasion. 
And on the inside back cover I have another en- 
velope on the outside of which I have written in red: 
“Items of timely interest to take to next circle meet- 
ing.”’ I don’t want to monopolize the program, and 
I can say truthfully that I do not, but “believe it 
or not” every member of my circle wants to hear the 
contents of what they call my “curiosity box.” Some- 
times these items are pulled out during the social 
hour, and never once have they failed to elicit interest. 
On the first page of my notebook is pasted a copy 
of our Auxiliary Motto bookmark. Of course I know 
the Auxiliary theme for the year and I can repeat the 
motto from memory, but the bookmark makes a pretty 
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make them into one citizenship, with a common ideal 
and purpose? Legislation cannot do it; education alone 
cannot do it. The gospel is the only power the world 
nas ever known that can bring all races and_ people 
into harmony with God and peace one with another. 

This is the task of the Church and of Home Mis- 
sions! 

THE AUXILIARY PROGRAM 

The Special Program for the Season of Prayer and 
Self-Denial is to be used at the November auxiliary 
inspirational meeting. If posible, let it be the climax 
of the Week of Prayer and Self-Denial. A copy of the 
program, the title of which is “After 250 Years,” has 
been sent to each auxiliary president and secretary of 
Assembly's Home Missions. 


Corner 


page, and I like to keep it there in the front of my 
notebook, for when some of the problems of my circle 
seem impossible of solution or some of the goals impos- 
sible of achievement I am reminded that “with him 
all things are possible.” 

On the second page I have an alphabetical list of 
my circle members, with street addresses and telephone 
numbers. Following this there are two pages on which 
are pasted articles on “Our Auxiliary Birthday Ob- 
jective.” I shall keep these in my notebook and when 
I see the final announcement of amount of the offer- 
ing to the Objective I shall place that information 
with the article, and when announcement is made next 
year of our Birthday Objective for 1935, I’ll take out 
this leaf from my notebook and substitute the new 
one giving that information. And on the new on: 
I’ll place the amount of our old Birthday Offerins. 
Just my own way of doing things, perhaps, but I al- 
ways like to link the old with the new. 

I really meant to give you some few of the many 
“Clipitis” helps which I have in my circle chairman’s 
notebook, but I suppose I’ll have to leave that for 
another time. However, one thought “worth remem- 
bering” I’d like to: leave with you, for it has meant so 
much to me when I feel the press of busy days and 
have an inclination to throw up my job as circle chair- 
man and leave it to some one not quite so busy, and 
it is this: 

God never goes to the lazy or the idle when he needs 
some one for his service. When God wants a worker 
he calls a worker. When called to service, Moses was 
busy with his flocks at Horeb; Gideon was busy thresh- 
ing wheat by the wine press; Peter and Andrew were 
busy casting a net into the sea; James and John were 
busy mending their nets; Matthew was busy collecting 
customs, and William Carey was busy mending and 
making shoes. 

A Texas friend admonishes: ‘Beware lest you let 
your ‘busy-ness’ cause you to refuse a work to which 
God is calling you.” 

—JoyEe N. Serviss. 
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Let y our ‘ 
light shine”! 


Matt. 5:14-16 , 


LANTERN LIGHTS FROM APPALACHIA 
SYNODICAL 


Mrs. R. T. FAucette, President 


OVERCOMING OBSTACLES 


AT MONTREAT WE WERE TOLD of how one 
auxiliary overcame the difficulty in securing women to 
hold office, and this is the plan used: December was 
set aside in this auxiliary for special prayer for this 
cause, engaged in by all praying groups, and brought 
before the auxiliary, circle and executive board as 
urgent requests were the following: 


1. To pray that their President would be led by 
the Holy Spirit in her appointment of the 
nominating committee. 


2. To pray that the Holy Spirit would touch the 
hearts of auxiliary members, that they would 
willingly and cheerfully volunteer to give 
themselves to their Lord in service, believing 
that “God loveth a cheerful giver.” 

3. To pray that through the Holy Spirit’s guidance 
the nominating committee would be led to ask 
only God-chosen women to serve. 


These prayer objectives were placed in the church 
bulletin, and remembered in the church, circle, auxiliary 
and prayer group meetings. That was all for De- 
cember. 


In January, the pastor was asked to preach a sermon 
along the line of accepting service, stressing the privi- 
lege of it, the opportunities it affords us, the joys it 
gives us, and the danger in not accepting it. In 
auxiliary and circle meetings there were distributed 
slips of paper with the following words typed on them: 


“I, as a follower of Christ, realize that he calls us to 
be co-workers with him; therefore I gladly volunteer 
for service. 


It was definitely explained that every one who volun- 
teered might not be asked by the nominating com- 
mittee to serve for that year and the women were asked 
not to volunteer for a special office but just for service, 
willng to be placed where the praying, nominating 
committee called them. These names were collected, 
and, after a prayer, turned over to the nominating 
committee. 

As a result of this sp ritual procedure there were 
twice as many volunteers as the nominating committee 
needed. Oh, let us pray that this business of office 
holding in the auxiliary be enlarged and not minimized! 


* * * 


THE LACK OF KNOWLEDGE by individuals and 
auxiliaries regarding Presbytery’s Home Mission work 
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The Auxiliary lantern, 


r) Henry Grady Building, Atlanta, Ga. 


interest 


and workers and consequent lack of a vital 
is a problem in most places. The following plan of 
overcoming this obstacle is being used most effectively 
in Abingdon Presbyterial. This presbytery employs 
thirteen workers, three women and ten ordained min- 
isters, for whole or part-time service. A committee 
from presbytery and presbyterial, after studying the 
field, assigned one or more of the workers to each dis- 
trict. The plan was first presented to the executive 
board of the presbyterial and it was then taken to the 
presbyterial as a recommendation of the board. The 
presbyterial voted that the committee take the plan to 
each of the six districts and give to each its assign- 
ment of workers. The district chairman then ask each 
auxiliary to take a part of a share or as many shares 
($10.00 a share) as desired, in support of one or more 
workers assigned them. This is not an over-and-above 
gift, but it is that part of the auxiliary budget which 
goes to Presbytery’s Home Missions and has formerly 
been spread over the entire field. The result has been: 


1. A keener interest in the work and workers. 


2. Each missionary was on her district’s meeting 
program. 


More praying for those entrusted to us. 


~ Cw 


More visiting to the field assigned. 


Many more personal touches, such as. boxes and 
other donations. 


or 


6. The Home Miss‘onaries like this plan. 


7. All feel that it is a step forward in Presbytery’s 
Home Mission work. 


Next year a change in the assignments of mission- 
aries will be made and the plan continued. 


BG * * 


A CLEVER IDEA FOR YOUR MISSION STUDY 
CLASS. In connection with the Study Book of last 
year, The Ambassador Supreme, Mrs. Robert Dewell, 
of Haines City, Florida, worked out an idea which 
could be easily adapted and used in presenting our 
study book this year. She made an acrostic spelling 
the title of the book. 


Mrs. Dewell writes: “The letters of each word were 
cut from different colors, so that the word formation 
stood out. On the back of each letter I wrote a sentence 
from the book beginning with that letter, so that the 
completed acrostic gave twenty sentences and a com- 
plete outline:of the book. It also made twenty women 
take part. It was a task, however, to select the sen- 
tences, add a necessary ‘And’ or ‘Ever’ to make the first 
word fit the letter. Three auxiliaries borrowed mine, 
so it paid.” 

As the title of our study book this year is so long, 


if the above idea is used, you may wish to abbreviate, 
as, for instance, ‘‘Presby. Missions in Sou. U. S.” 
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HEN I was asked to write this article, I ap- 
proached my subject and the article with a 
bit of hesitancy, because of the possibility of 
incurring some disfavor in being misunderstood by 
singling out a certain church and writing about it, 
instead of writing of several churches in general. How- 
ever, I was asked to write about one church, a strictly 
Home Mission church, and show the change wrought 
in that one church in its spiritual and financial life 
by the adoption of a budget and an Every Member 
Canvass. 

The Irving Place Southern Presbyterian Church in 
Tulsa, Okla., was vacant last fall, and like nearly 
every Home Mission church, when it is without a 
pastor, the members commenced to lose interest and 
the attendance at Sunday school commenced dropping 
off steadily. Even though occasional services were 
held, the members did not attend as formerly, and many 
of the faithful members became discouraged. There 
were some debts on hand, the treasury was empty, and 
other debts were accumulating. That, in short, is a 
description of the actual conditions of this once busy 
church. 

I went to Tulsa, but before going I asked that all 
the officers meet with me on Saturday night at the 
church house, and as many more of the members as 
were interested. It was a very disagreeable night, cold 
and raining, so the crowd was rather small, but we 
were all soon impressed with the fact that the Lord 
was with us. The usual discouraging talks were made 
about having no money, and no prospects for any, and 
the impossibility of getting a pastor any time soon. 
After prayer and more prayer, a bit of optimism broke 
through the low hanging clouds. The principal thing 
that seemed to be in the way of calling a pastor was 
the financial obstacle. If you know anything about 
Home Missions, you know this is always the “big bad 
wolf.” If you talk too much about him he grows 
larger and more ferocious almost every minute. 

I asked those present if they ever made a budget, 
and was told that they had, but it had never balanced, 
and that a thorough Every Member Canvass had never 
been made. I then asked them to produce the budget, 
and we worked it over, eliminating some things and 
reducing others, and after a while the “big bad wolf” 
commenced to get smaller, yet all the necessities in 
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Department of Stewardship 


EDWARD D. GRANT, Editor 


Atlanta, Ga. 
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‘Revolutionizing through Giving” 


By REV. WILLIAM A. ROLLE, D. D., 


Superintendent, Home Missions and Evangelism, Synod of Oklahoma 


the way of expenses were left in the budget, and even 
the item of indebtedness. When the time came for 
adjournment, everybody was feeling more hopeful, and 
there was at least some enthusiasm. We adjourned to 
meet again at the same place the next afternoon, which 
was Sunday. 

At the Sunday afternoon meeting enthusiasm was 
running high. We decided that asking people for a 
lump sum for the year would frighten them, and so 
we decided to ask them for a certain amount weekly 
for a year. This seemed to go over fine, and about 
half of the amount was pledged that afternoon. There 
was more praying again. We did not have to wait for 
another day to see the real spiritual results of our 
two meetings, for at the night service a splendid family 
of five members united with the church. The man is 
now a ruling elder in the church, clerk of session, an‘ 
superintendent of a Mission Sunday school in the city. 
His wife is an officer in the Woman’s Auxiliary, and 
a teacher in the Sunday school, and the children are 
workers in Sunday school and young people’s society. 

At the Sunday afternoon meeting, we decided that 
the following Sunday at the morning service hour we 
would have one of the laymen, who is a spendid Chris- 
tian man and lawyer, to talk on giving, going right 
to the point with no hesitating or “soft pedalling,” and 
that a special effort would be made to get the mem- 
bers out. We agreed to take pledges at that service, 
the officers to finish the canvass in the afternoon. 
The whole thing went off like a well-oiled piece of 
machinery and the people liked it. ‘The budget was 
balanced, and everybody was happy. 

One thing that was done on the previous Sunday 
afternoon was to elect a businesslike young woman as 
church secretary and treasurer, and to put into opera- 
tion a business system of handling the church's 
finances. The one great need in many churches today 
is some businesslike system of handling the finances 
of the church. If there is one sin of omission that 
many churches will have to suffer for, it is for not 
having some kind of a plan and system, and for run- 
ning the Lord’s business on a hit-or-miss plan, with 
more misses than hits. No man could last in business 
a year if he conducted his business as church work is 
often conducted. 

One of the delightful things about this church’s 
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present business system is that the pastor’s salary is 
paid in advance, along with other expenses, and the 
old debts are being gradually paid up. The members 
decided as soon as the Canvass was made that they 
would commence paying at once, so when the new pas- 
tor came they would have some money in the treasury. 
The members are poor people and can’t give much, 
but they are doing what they can very loyally. The 
new pastor is Rev. C. M. Boyd, formerly of Heber 
Springs, Ark. The church treasurer secured some of 
the little blanks from our Committee on Stewardship 
and Finance to send to the members monthly to show 
the condition of their pledges, and what they have paid 
and what they owe. This may take a little time and 
trouble and postage, but it is worth all. 

The pastor wrote me this week, and in writing abou 
the new business and financial plan of the church, 
he said, “This program has stimulated interest in every 
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activity of the church. 
of the church has steadily 
sides we see evidence of deepened spiritual life. 
too, our church is now operating on a cash basis, and 


Attendance upon every service 
increased. And from all 


And, 


all bills are paid as they are made.” In writing about 
a mission that is operating in connection with the 
Irving Place Church, he said, “We had some trouble 
in the mission, mainly over having no financial sys- 
tem, so we investigated another place to meet, made 
a budget, took an Every Member Canvass, moved into 
the new house, made repairs, remodeled some, bought 
two new stoves, and are getting along better than ever 
before. Last Sunday we had forty-eight present. At 
the council meeting last night the people asked me to 
give them a regular afternoon preaching service every 
Sunday afternoon, and Bible study and a prayer meet- 
ing every Thursday night. Presbyterianism is stronger 
cut there than ever before.” 








Report of Director of Religious Education for the Synod of South Carolina 
for the Year 1933-1934 


(Continued from page 687) 


During the year twenty-seven Sunday schools and 
twenty-four young people’s organizations were visited 
and encouraged. 

PERSONAL CONFERENCES 

One valuable contribution the director may make 
to the practical development of Sunday-school and 
young people’s plans and programs and to the solving 
of local problems is through personal conferences with 
pastors and leaders. This service is extremely expen- 
sive in the amount of time involved, but it is an 
eminently practical means of help. The director held 
225 of these interviews during the year. 

OTHER ACTIVITIES 
During the year the director preached on religious 


education twenty-two times; addressed presbytery meet- 
ings ten times; met with Religious Educational Com- 
mittees of presbyteries fourteen times; met with the 
Executive Committee of presbytery’s Young People’s 
League eleven times; addressed twelve one-day confer- 
ences; made sixty-two talks; taught six Bible classes; 
attended two Workers’ Conferences; set up in codpera- 
tion with Committee on Intermediate Conferences and 
conducted the Intermediate Conference at Clinton; and 
attended the annual Conference of Directors of Re- 
ligious Education at Richmond in December. In per- 
forming this field service the director travelled 16,592 
miles. 


—JosrEpH H. Cup.uirp, Director. 














ILLUSTRATED CLASSICS 
Beautiful gift volumes, printed on heavy paper, bound in 
rich black cloth, gold stamped, front paneled, with full-page 
picture in colors pasted on. Each volume is prcfusely illus- 
trated with full-page color plates and many cuts in black 
and white by some of the world’s most celebrated artists. 
| Price, $1.50. 
| The Children of Dickens. By S. M. Crother. 
by Jessie Willcox Smith. 
| Poems of Childhood. By Eugene Field. 
| Maxfield Parrish. 
| 
| 


Illustrations 
Illustrations by 


The Boy’s King Arthur. Illustrations 
by N. C. Weyth. 

A Child’s Garden of Verses. By Robert Louis Stevenson. 
Illustrations by Jessie Willcox Smith. 


| BOYS AND GIRLS OF BOOKLAND 
| By Nora Archibald Smith 
| 


By Sidney Lanier. 


This book is one of rare charm and beauty. It contains 
the stories of eleven of the most celebrated children of the 
literary classics, Each story is accompanied by a page illus- 
tration in full colors by the world-famous child-life artist, 
Jessie Willcox Smith. Bound in art cloth, gold stamped, 
with colored inlay and jacket. Printed on heavy paper of 
excellent quality in large type. Price, $1.00. 


Send Orders 
to 





GIFTS FOR BOYS AND GIRLS 


& By Lillie A. Faris 





herd. 
? Bible Memory Helps. Picture, Boy David with Sheep. 


PRESBYTERIAN COMMITTEE idl PUBLICATION 





STANDARD BIBLE-STORY READERS 


Each book is adapted in language, type, and illustrations, 
as well as in subject matter, to the age of the child for 
whom it is intended. Book One is a primer, and the other 
volumes are graded up to Book Six, which is a Fifth Reader. 


Book One. 8¢ colored illustrations __.._.....--$ .80 
Book Two. 75 colored illustrations ~._..-.-.-- .90 
Book Three. 82 colored illustrations ___..--.~- -90 
Book Four. 54 colored illustrations -__....---. .95 
Book Five. 59 colored illustrations _._____-----~- 1.00 
Book Six. 56 colored illustrations __...-__---- 1.00 





BOOKLETS FOR BIBLE STUDY 


These twelve-page booklets contain The Lord’s Prayer, The 
Ten Commandments, Books of the Bible, etc. Each page at- 
tractively decorated with small designs. Price, each, 5e, 

a Helps for Little Children. Picture, The Good Shep- 


Richmond Va, or 
Texarkana, Ark.-Texas 























































































































AFRICA-CONGO MISSION. 
Bibanga, 1917. 
(Address, care A. P. C. Mission, 
Bibanga, Kabinda, Lomami Dis- 
trict, Congo Belge, Africa, 
via Cape Town.) 

Allen, Miss Virginia. 

Anderson, Rev. and Mrs. V. A. 
Kellersberger, Dr. and Mrs. E. R. 
King, Rev. and Mrs. Ear! S. 
McElroy, Rev. and Mrs. W. F. 
McKee, Rev. and Mrs. Geo. T. 
Rogers, Miss Ruby (R. N.) 


Bulape, 1915. 
(Address, care A. P.: C. Mission, 
Luebo, Bulape, Congo Belge, 
Africa.) 


Chapman, Dr. and Mrs. 
De Land, Mr. and Mrs. L. G. 
*Jackson, Rev. and Mrs. James L. 
McCutchen, Rev. and Mrs. L. M. 
Reynolds, Miss Lena (R. N.). 
Washburn, Rev. and Mrs. H. M. 


J. W. 


Lubondai, 1924. 
(Address, care of A. P. C. Mission, 
Lubondai (Tshimbulu), Congo 
Belge, Africa, via Lobito, 
frica.) 

Anderson, Mr. and Mrs. Wm. J., Jr. 
*Cleveland, Rev. and Mrs. R. F. 
*Cousar, Dr. and Mrs. Geo. R. 
+Gray, Miss Virginia. 

fHolladay, Miss Virginia. 

Liston, Miss Margaret (R. N.). 
McKinnon, Rev. and Mrs. A. C. 
+McMurray, Miss Charlotte B. 
Stegall, Rev. and Mrs. C. R. 


Luebo, 1891. 

(Address, care A. P. C. Mission, 
Luebo, Congo Belge, Africa, 
par Kinshasa.) 


Black, Miss Ida M. 

Craig, Mr. Allen M. 

Hobson, Rev. and Mrs. J. K. 
Longenecker, Rev. and Mrs. J. H. 
Martin, Rev. and *Mrs. Motte. 
Miller, Miss Caroline L. 
*Morrison, Rev. and Mrs. Jchn M. 
*Morrison, Rev. and Mrs. T. K. 
*Savels, Rev. and ae Joseph. 
Shive, Mr. and Mrs. A. M. 
Stixrud, Dr. and Mrs. T. Th. 
*Wilds, Rev. and Mrs. S. H. 


Mutoto, 1912. 

Address, care A. P. C. Mission, 
Mutoto, via Luluabourg Gare, 
Congo Belge, Africa.) 


Allen, Rev. and Mrs. J. W. 
Crane, Rev. and Mrs. C. L. 


*McMurray, Rev. and Mrs. Louis A. 
*Miller, Rev. and Mrs. A. Hoyt. 
Minter, Miss Catherine C. (R. N.) 


Smith, Dr. J. Tinsley, Jr. 
*Smith, Rev. and Mrs. Plumer. 


Worth, Mr. and Mrs. Wm. C 


EAST BRAZIL MISSION. 
Campo Bello, 1920. 


Brazil.) 
Foster, Miss Edith. 
*Gordon, Miss Elizabeth. 


Lavras, 1893. 
(Address, Lavras, E. de Minas, 
Brazil.) 

Baker, Rev. and Mrs. Frank F. 
Calhoun, Rev. and Mrs. L, G. 
Carnahan, Miss Margaret. 
*Gammon, Mrs. S. 

Hunnicutt, Mr. and Mrs. B. H. 
Wheelock, Mr. and Mrs. John H. 


Edmiston, Rev. and Mrs. A. L. (c). 


Rochester, Rev. and Mrs. A. A. (c). 


Watt, Mr. and Mrs. John Franklin. 


(Address, Campo, Bello, E. de Minas, 


Sydenstricker, Rev. and Mrs. J. M. 


Foreign Missionaries of the Presbyterian Church 


In Active Service 


Nepomuceno, 1932. 
(Address, Nepomuceno, E. de Minas, 
Brazil.) 
+Armstrong, Mrs. D. G. 
See, Miss Ruth B. 
) 

Tres Coracoes, 1932. 

(Address, Tres Coracoes, E. de 
Minas, Brazil.) 

Marchant, Miss Genevieve. 


Dourados, 1930. 
(Address, Dourados, Matto Grosso, 


Brazil.) 
*Maxwell,’ Rev, and Mrs. A. S. 


Varginha, 1920. 
(Address, Varginha, E. de Minas, 
Brazil.) 
Davis, Rev. and Mrs. A. L. 
*Steele, Miss Lucy. 
Wilson, Miss Margaret A. 


NORTH BRAZIL MISSION. 
Garanhuns, 1895. 
(Address, Garanhuns, E. de Pernam- 
buco, Brazil.) 

Cockrell, Miss Susan. 
Neville, Rev. and Mrs. Wm. G. 
Taylor, Rev. and Mrs. Geo. W.. Jr. 
Thompson, Rev. and Mrs. W. M. 


Caruaru, 1933. 
(Address, Caruaru, E. de Pernam- 
buco, Brazil.) 
Henderlite, Rev. and Mrs. L. M. 


Recife (Pernambuco), 1873. . 
(Address, Collegio Evangelico, Agnes 
Erskine, Recife, E. de 
Pernambuco, Brazil.) 

Boyce, Miss Lina. 

Douglas, Miss Margaret. 
Kilgore, Miss R. Caroline. 
Martin, Miss Edmonia R. 


WEST BRAZIL MISSION. 
Araguary, 1926. 
(Address, Araguary, E. de Minas, 
Brazil.) 

Williamson, Rev. and Mrs. D. Lee. 


Sao Sebastiao do Paraiso, 1917. 


E. de Sao Paulo, Brazil.) 
Woodson, Rev. and Mrs. J. R. 


Campinas, 1869. 
(Addres. Campinas, E. de Sao 
Paulo, Brazil.) 


Carmo do Paranahyba, 1931. 
(Address, Carmo do Paranahyba, 
Oeste de Minas. Brazil.) 


Jaboticabal, 1934. 
(Address, Jaboticabal. E. de Sao 
Paulo, Brazil.) . 

Hurst, Rev. and Mrs. Geo. H. 


Patrocinio, 1925. 
(Address, Patrocinio, E. de Minas, 
Brazil.) 

Hesser, Miss Frances E. 
Lane, Rev. and Mrs. E. E. 


Uberlandia. 1932. 
(Address, Uberlandia, E. de Minas, 
Brazil.) 

Hardie, Rev. and Mrs. Alva. 


MID-CHINA MISSION. 
Hangchow, 1867. 
(Address, Hangchow, Che., China.) 

Blain, Mrs. J. M. 

*Moffett, Miss Natalie C. 
McMullen, Rev. and Mrs. R. J. 
Stribling. Miss Frances. 
Wilson, Miss Annie R. V. 
Wilson, Miss Rebecca. 

Worth, Rev. and Mrs. Chas. W. 


Kashing, 1895. 
(Address, Kashing, Che., China.) 
Davis, Rev. and Mrs. —. 
Hudson, Rev. and Mrs. Geo. 





Hudson, Rev. and *Mrs. W. 


(Address, Sao Sebastiao do Paraiso, 


Johnston, Rev. and Mrs. John Knox. 


Lynch, Miss R. Elinore. 
*McGinnis, Rev. and Mrs. J. Y. 
Nickles, Miss Florence. 

Talbot, Miss Elizabeth H. 


Kiangyin, 1895. 
(Address, Kiangyin, Ku., China.) 
*Allison, Mr. and Mrs. Andrew. 
Lee, Miss Jane V. (M. D.). 
Moffett, Rev. and Mrs. L. I. 
Moffett, Miss Carie L. 

*Thompson, Miss Katheryne L. 
Wilcox, Miss Marion. 

Worth, Dr. Geo. C. 

Worth, Miss Ruth. 


Nanking, 1920. 
(Address, Nanking, Ku., China.) 


Price, Rev. and Mrs. Frank W. 
Price, Rev. and Mrs. P. F. 


Shanghai. 
(Address, 169 Yuen Ming Yuen 
Road, Shanghai, China.) 
Smith, Rev. and Mrs. H. Maxcy. 


Soochow, 1872. 
(Address, Soochow, Ku., China.) 
Grier, Miss Lucy H. 
Reaves, Rev. and Mrs. Henry L. 
Satterfield, Miss Ruby. 
Sloan, Miss Addie M. 
Welton, Dr. and Mrs. Felix B. 
Young, Dr. and Mrs. M. P. 


Tsinanfu, 1930. 
(Address, Tsinanfu, Sung, China.) 


Price, Dr. and Mrs. Philip B. 
Shields, Dr. and Mrs. R. T 


NORTH KIANGSU. 
Chinkiang, 1883. 
(Address, Chinkiang, Ku., China.) 

Bailey, Miss Helen. 

Dunlap, Miss Charlotte (R. N.) 
*Farrior, Mr. and Mrs. S. C. 
Graham, Rev. and Mrs. James R., 


Jr. 
Smith, Rev. and Mrs. C. H. 
Woods, Dr. Jas. B., Jr. 


Taichow, 1908. 
(Address, Taichow, Ku., via Chink- 

iang, China.) 
Farr, Miss Grace. 
Lancaster, Rev. and Mrs. 
Matthes, Miss Hazel (R. N.). 
*Mizell, Miss Marguerite. 
Price, Dr. and Mrs. Robt. B. 


Haichow, 1908. 
(Address, Haichow, Ku., China.) 
Currie, Rev. and Mrs. Edw. S. 
Graham, Miss Sophie P. 
McLauchlin, Rev. and Mrs. W. C. 
Morgan, L. S, (M. D. 

Morgan, Mrs. L. S. (M. ») 
Reed, Dr. and Mrs. John H 
Rice, Mrs. A. D 


Suchowfu, 1896. 
(Address, Suchowfu, Ku., China.) 
Brown, Rev. and Mrs. F. A. 
Grier, Miss Elizabeth. 

Grier, Mrs. Mark B. (M. D.). 
Hamilton, Rev. and Mrs. E. H. 
McFadyen, Dr. and Mrs. A. A. 
*Sloan, Miss Mary Lee. 
Young, Miss Lois. 


Tenghsien. 


(Address, Tenghsien, Bone, | China.) 
*Hopkins, Rev. and Mrs A. 
Patterson, Rev. and Mrs, 3. Cc. 


Hwaianfu, 1904. 
(Address, Hwaianfu, Ku., China.) 
Bracken, Miss Ruth A. (R. N.). 





Wells, Miss Lillian C. 


Lewis H. 


Richardson, Rev. and Mrs. Robt. P. 


Montgomery, Rev. and Mrs. Jas. N. 






Womeldorf, Rev. and Mrs. G, R. 
Woods, Miss Josephine. 

Woods, Miss Lily U. 

Yates, Rev. and Mrs. O. F. 


Sutsien, 1893. 
(Address, Sutsien, Ku., 
Bradley, Mrs. J. W. 
jJohnston,. Miss M. M. 
Junkin, Rev. and Mrs..W. F. 
McCutchan, Rev. H. W. 
McCutchan, Miss Mada I. 
Patterson, Rev. and Mrs. C. H. 
*Patterson, Dr. and Mrs. Norman G, 
Smithwick, Gladys (M._D.). 
Woods, Rev. and Mrs. Edgar A. 


China.) 


Tsing-Kiang-pu, 1887. 
(Address, Tsing-Kiang-pu, Ku., 
China.) 

Bell, Dr. and Mrs. L. Nelson. 
Craig, Rev. and Mrs. A. R. 
Graham, Rev, and Mrs. J. R., Sr. 
Hall, Miss Jessie D. 

McCown, Miss Mary. 

Oliver, Miss Cassie Lee (R. N.) 
Talbot, Rec. and Mrs. A. A. 
Woods, Dr. and Mrs. J. B., Sr. 
Woods, Rev. and Mrs. J. Russell. 


Yencheng, 1911. : 
(Address, Yencheng, Ku., China.) 
Bridgman, Rev. and Mrs. H. T. 
Fletcher, Miss Lucy. 

*Fraser, Miss Gussie. 
Mosley, Dr. and Mrs. Kirk T. 
Stevens, Rev. Geo. P. 
White, Rev. and Mrs. Hugh W. 


JAPAN MISSION. 
Kobe, 1890. 
(Address, Kobe, Japan.) 
Fulton, Rev. and Mrs. S. P. 
Myers, Rev. and Mrs. H. W. 
Ostrom, Rev. and Mrs. H. C. 


Kochi, 
(Address, ean 5 apan.) 
Brady, Rev. and Mrs. J. H. 
*Crawford, Rev. and Mrs. Vernon A. 





Nagoya, 1887. 

(Address, Nagoya, Japan.) 
*Archibald, Miss Margaret. 
Buchanan, Rev. and Mrs. Percy W. 
Buchanan, Miss Ruth A. 
Buckland, Miss Ruth. 

McIlwaine, Rev. and Mrs. W. A. 
Smythe, Rev. and Mrs. L. C. M. 


Gifu, 1917. 
(Address, Gifu, Japan.) 
Buchanan, Rey. and Mrs. W. C. 
Buchanan, Miss Elizabeth O. 


Takamatsu, 1898. 
(Address, Takamatsu, Ji apan.) 
Erickson, Rev. and Mrs. S. M. 
Gardner, Miss Emma Eve. 
Moore, Rev. and Mrs. J. W. 
Munroe, Rev. and Mrs. H. H. 


Marugame, 1920. 
(Address, Marugame, Japan.) 
Buchanan, Rev. and Mrs. W. McS. 
Currell, Miss Susan McD. 

Kirtland, Miss Leila G. 


Toyohashi, 1890. 
(Address, Toyohashi, Japan.) 


Moore, Rev. and Mrs. Lardner W. 


Tokushima, 1889. 
(Address, Tohushima, Japan.) 
Bryan, Rev. and Mrs. Harry H. 
Hassell, Rev. and Mrs. A. P. 
Logan, Rev. C.'A. 
Lumpkin, Miss Estelle. 


Okasaki, 1890. 
(Address, Okasaki, Japan.) 


Patton, Miss Annie. 





Patton, Miss Florence. 





